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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee held in the 
Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 1st May 2018. 
 
Present: Councillor C Inchley (Chairman) with Cllrs M Lovell, N Shearn, D Towner, N Chambers and 

Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk. 
 
 In addition, there were six members of the public present. 
 
OS17.1 To receive any apologies for absence.  
  
 Cllr S Davies & D Losey 

 
OS17.2 To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda 

 
Cllr N Shearn – item 17.6(5) 

 
OS17.3 To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on 

Tuesday 13th March 2018 
 

Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting were approved as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
OS17.4 Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only 

 
1) Christmas lights working group  min. OS15.7(4) 
 
On behalf of the working group, the Deputy Clerk reported that a quote for additional Xmas 
lights had been received from the contractor and a proposal will be sent to full Council for 
consideration as to whether the cost might be funded from another budget.  
 
2) To receive the minutes of the April TCOP meeting 
 
Received. 
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3) To receive the minutes of the April Events Partnership meeting 
 
Received. 

 
 
OS17.5 To receive the Deputy Town Clerk’s report 
 

(1) Update on Eden Grove 
Following approval by full Council that funds can be transferred from EMRs, 3 quotes were 
obtained for the works to repair and make safe Eden Grove. 
 
(2) BMX track resurfacing 

Open Spaces has allocated £10k for the refurbishment/resurfacing of the BMX track at West 

Shepton. FReSH continues to be very keen to assist SMTC in progressing this work and has sought 

quotations from sector-specific firms. 

(3) Town Centre Surfacing Options Report 

The Town Clerk has been asked to proceed with arranging an extraordinary Council meeting at which SCC 
and MDC officers can meet with SMTC at to discuss how the proposed works might proceed.  A sound 
plan of action must be in place to ensure that traders and residents are made aware of the works, their 
necessity and timeframe.  

 
(4) Phone boxes 

Idverde have been requested to remove the phone boxes at both Downside and Cannards Grave 

Road. A quote for repair of the vandalised box at Charlton Road is still outstanding. 

 

(5) Planned installation of dog bins 

The office is proceeding with the installation of the 11 dog bins, as resolved and budgeted for in 

2018/19. 

 The report was received.  
 
For resolution. 
 
OS17.6 For resolution. 
 

(1) To comment on the MDC Car Park Consultation (see minutes of TCOP as circulated) 
  
It was resolved that the Committee will pass the following comments to full Council 
in order that a corporate response can be made to the consultation.  
  
The committee agreed that the consultation report concerns MDC car parks and not 
the wider issue of car parking; it does not address issues of regeneration, but solely 
considers generation of revenue. Furthermore, there appears to be no indication that 
the report has considered the impact on residential streets and those inhabitants who 
currently endure excessive parking from visitors/commuters to the town.  
  
The committee would like to make it clear that Shepton Mallet should be considered 
a special case in terms of economic regeneration and in terms of any implications 
arising from this report. The Council, through its Town Centre Operational 



 

62 
SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN)  DATE:……………………….. 
 

Partnership, is working closely with MDC Economic Development Team to enable that 
team to progress a Strategic Partnership within the town. It appears that this report 
is in conflict with the Mendip Economic Development Strategy in that it undermines 
the concept of ‘Place’ - To drive new town working groups to explore strategic 
economic plans; and encourage a destination management approach, reflecting the 
diverse strengths and identities of our market towns and the positive benefits of our 
visitor economy. The Committee considers that, if the proposed charges are 
implemented, Shepton Mallet will lose visitor footfall to those towns already enjoying 
a thriving centre and not as significantly in need of regeneration.  
 
Unfortunately, the report is correct where it shows little demand for car parking on 
Sundays in Shepton Mallet, outside of those occasions when an event is active. 
However, the use of car parks increases during the monthly Sunday Markets and these 
markets are a vital lifeline to traders: fixed and transient. Trade would be adversely 
affected by the proposed parking charges and would seriously risk the market’s 
viability. It has already been established that the loss of the Sunday markets would 
threaten the income to local shops, some of which are already struggling to 
survive.  The Committee therefore asks that Sunday charging in Shepton Mallet is not 
applied whilst it would prove punitive to both traders and visitors. 
  
It was further noted that, as compared to the cheaper, well used parking available in 
the Townsend area, the most expensive car parks are sited at the end of the town that 
is most in need of regenerative support. A further hike in prices here would therefore 
seem illogical.  
  
An increase in the cost of season tickets would prove detrimental to the many low 
paid workers in the town, as well as increasing the volume of cars parked in residential 
streets.  
  
The committee noted that the report calculates an increase in revenue for MDC that 
is so slight as to be of no real benefit.  It does however magnify to become a 
potentially significant financial loss to town centre trade and its workers. There is 
concern that, if the car parking charges deter visitors from using them, there is a real 
risk they will become redundant and lost to alternative, potentially unsuitable 
development.  
 
 

(2) To agree any potential for using the s.106 fund 105941/049 to contribute to the 
installation of a new foot/cycle path between A37 and Fosse Lane, and to identify a 
potentially suitable budget if additional funds are required.  
 
It was resolved that, in light of the original location being unfeasible, a path at a new 
location would be welcomed and that consideration should be given to using of the 
Cycle track EMR to support any shortfall. DTC to report back once she has liaised with 
MDC 
 

(3) To resolve what expenditure can be agreed for the Whitstone Road allotment site 
and agree a funding source.  
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It was resolved that, once a list of potential projects from all town allotment sites has 
been created, an application for s.106 funds will be made that includes those items 
agreed for Whitstone Road allotments.  
  

(4) To consider a proposed offer of donation by FReSH, with quotations to refurbish the 
West Shepton BMX track and to resolve how to proceed. 
 
It was resolved that, subject to confirmation of the FReSH donation, the order for 
resurfacing should be placed with SN Jenks.  
 
Cllr Shearn declared an interest in the following item and did not vote on the matter. 
 

(5) To consider the assessment of works required at Eden Grove, with quotations, and 
to resolve how to proceed. 
 
It was resolved that the aim of SMTC is to make the site safe within the allocated 
budget; the order for works will be placed with Ellis & Ellis.  
 

(6) To endorse the Events Partnership’s recommendation that Open Spaces lends its 
support and promotion to the installation of the Fairy Trail throughout the town.  
 
It was resolved that the Committee will lend its support to the installation and 
promotion of a Fairy Trail as recommended. 

  
(7) To endorse the Events Partnership recommendation that Open Spaces lends its 

support to the Shepton Mallet History Group’s 700th Market Charter event, through 
promotion, light photocopying (if required) and use of the SMTC gazebo at an event 
to coincide with the October Sunday Market. 
 
It was resolved that the Committee will lend its support to the History Group’s event 
as recommended. 
 
 

OS17.7 Date and time of next Meeting – 7pm, Tuesday 3rd July 2018 


