TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 – 343984
Email: TownClerk@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Prior to the meeting commencing Mr Will Dunscombe asked as he was a member of the working
party could he receive a copy of the Beech Tyldesley Cenotaph Report? The Clerk gave him a copy. He
also asked to be advised of what was the current balance in the Charity Account and again what was
the quote already sent by Ellis & Co. The Clerk agreed to provide these two items by e-mail the next
working day. Lastly he indicated that he was disappointed to note that on occasions artificial flowers
were being used at the Cenotaph instead of fresh flowers.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph Management Committee that
was held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road
Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 23rd August 2016 commencing at 7.00 pm when the following business
was transacted
Present:

Councillors Mrs J Bartlett Messrs G Kennedy and T Webb together with the Town
Clerk Mr B Poole
Also in attendance were some seven members of the public that included Councillors
Mesdames B Height D Losey J Weston and N Chambers none of whom took part in
the meeting.

C4.1

To receive apologies
Councillors Mrs J Marsh and Mr M Lovell

C4.2

Declarations of Interests
None

The Parish Clerk indicated that the committee needed to a committee chairman and vice chairman. It
was resolved that as full committee was not present that those present would elect a chairman for
the meeting only. Councillor G Kennedy was so elected
C343 To receive and approve the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph
Management Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12th January 2016
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Resolved that the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph Management
Committee held on Tuesday 12th January 2016 that had been previously circulated be taken
as read approved as being a correct record and signed as such by the Meeting Chairman
C4.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Appointment of Beech Tyldesley – Inspection

C3.4.c

See C4.5
(b)

Alternative Commemoration dates

C3.4.d

A number of dates have been provided to the office and whenever possible
the appropriate flag is hoisted on the Flag Pole
(c)

Working Group Meeting

C3.4.e

Nothing further to report
(d)

Dates of completion – Shepton Mallet and London – Significance?

C3.5.2

The Parish Clerk verbally reported that he wasn’t able to ascertain any significance
between the Town Cenotaph and that of the Cenotaph in Whitehall
(e)

Correct Title – Historic England

C3.5.3

Just to note
C4.5

To receive an updated report on the recent inspection by Beech Tyldesley and the subsequent
grant application to Historic England
The Parish Clerk confirmed that the report had been previously circulated to all members of
the Cenotaph Committee. As a result of the receipt of the report quotations were sought to
carry out the recommended work. Two companies agreed to provide a quotation and to date
one had been received although it was noted that this quotation was likely to be amended. It
was also noted that the Town Council had secured an undertaking from the War Memorials
Trust for a grant all of which had to be documented no later than the 30 th September 2016.

C4.6

To consider and discuss but not to resolve any matters deemed to be of importance in
respect to the Cenotaph Charity
(a)

2018 – End of “The Great War”
The Parish Clerk reported on the steps he had taken to make contact with local
organisations to ascertain what their plans might be to note the 100 year anniversary
of the end of The Great War in 2018
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(b)

2016 Remembrance Sunday
Discussion ensued as to what could be done to raise the profile of the Town Council
within this particular ceremony. It was suggested that a road closure should be sought
in order to ensure a period of quiet and dignity at the time of the ceremony.

C4.7

Date Time & Venue of next meeting – 10th January 2017 - Asham Committee Room
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TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
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01749 – 343984
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www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Two members of the public were present.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 10th January 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey and D Towner (18.32) Messrs N Chambers M
Lovell N Shearn and T Webb together with Admin Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP29.1 Apologies for absence
None
TDP29.2 Declarations of Interest
None
TDP29.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 20th December 2016.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 20th December 2016 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved
and signed as such
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TDP29.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration (MDC)

16/3038 Proposed works to a tree in a Conservation Area.
Bo Walsh

The Cottage Brewery Lane Shepton Mallet

16/3090 Crown lift to a tree in a Conservation Area.
Bo Walsh

10 Peter Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5BL

Members unanimously
supported this
application.

Members unanimously
supported this
application.

16/3027 Works to Conservation Tree T2 Norway Maple – fell – Members supported
Bo Walsh
tree has poor vigour.
this application, 6 votes
for, 1 against and 1
4 The Maples Shepton Mallet BA4 5HL
abstention, subject to
the Tree Officer
decision as it is in close
proximity to the school.
16/3049 Demolition of existing conservatory and rear two
Lorna Elstob storey extension (revised householder application
with amendments to approved application no.
2015/0363).
53 Bishop Crescent Shepton Mallet BA4 5XX

Members did not
support this
application, 6 votes for
and 2 against as it is out
of keeping with other
houses in the area and
intrusive to neighbours.

16/3069 Group 1 trees – reduce overhanging limbs. T2 and T3 Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
– raising of crowns.
supported this
application.
1 Mendip Avenue Shepton Mallet BA4 4PE
16/2473 Reopening of the rail land to form a link to the Members supported
Kelly
National Cycle Network (Strawberry Line).
this application, 7 votes
Pritchard
for and 1 against.
Land to South of Mendip District Council Offices
Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5BT
16/3068 Erection of car port and amendments to wall.
Lorna Elstob

13 Dukes Field Shepton Mallet BA4 4DL

Members unanimously
supported this
application.
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TDP29.5 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration (SCC)

16/3149 Change of Use from B1 (Office Use) to D1
Laura
(Family Centre) with alterations to rear
Horner
extension of Highfield House and conversion
of yard to external play space and storage
area.

Members unanimously did not
support this application. The
Town Clerk sent the following to
SCC:
On behalf of Shepton Mallet
Town Council I wish to raise
Highfield House – Mendip District Council the following objections to the
Offices Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet above application:
BA4 5BT
¾ We do not believe that
the proposed
development is
appropriate due to the
fact that it is
immediately adjacent
to the working offices
of the Town Council
¾ Noise and privacy from
the proposed external
play area is of concern
due to the fact that the
open yard immediately
looks into the Town
Council’s ground floor
committee room
¾ No indication is given
as to where waste and
litter bins will be stored
and if it is planned that
they be adjacent to the
Town Council
premises this in itself
will present problems
such as smell and
noise
¾ Security and
reasonable level of
privacy will be
seriously compromised
by this proposal.
As such the Town Council
strongly objects to this
proposed planning application
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TDP29.6 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

16/2601

7 Longbridge Shepton Mallet BA4 Supported
5EN

Approved with
conditions 15/12/16

16/2699

11 Nalder Close Shepton Mallet Not consulted
BA4 4HG

Prior approval not
required 15/12/16

16/2499

Church of St Michael Park Road Not Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5BP

TPO not required
19/12/16

16/1650

15 Forum Lane Bowlish Shepton Not Supported
Mallet BA4 5JA

Refused
23/12/16

TDP29.7 Breach of Condition Notice
ENF/2015/0045 – Lightsource Renewable Energy Limited – Land at New Row Farm, Yelling
Mill Lane, Downside, Shepton Mallet, BA4 4JT
TDP29.8 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 31st January 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
Councillor Mrs Judy Bartlett
She expressed on the committee the need to proceed with caution in respect to Agenda Item
Number OS9.5.1. She was concerned about the possibility of noise and unsocial behaviour should
such permission be granted. She asked if the committee was aware of one situation where it would
appear that a property owner had allowed the garden to extend into an adjoining allotment.
Councillor Simon Davies
(a) Installation of Dog & Litter Bins
He first congratulated Councillor Nick Chambers on the initiative he had promulgated on
Facebook with regards to the installation of further Dog & Litter Bins. He then expressed the
hope that the proposed installations would proceed “post haste”.
(b) Christmas Lights Switch on
He requested that Christmas Lights Working Party also liaise with the Chamber of Trade in
order to make future Christmas Light Switch On be recognised as a joint event sponsored and
led by the Town Council
(c) Remembrance Sunday
Similarly with (b) above he asked that the committee ensure that future Remembrance
Sundays are a joint event with the Town’s branch of the Royal British Legion led by the Town
Council. Furthermore that an early joint meeting with the Town Clerk and the RBL take place
as soon as possible.
Councillor Garfield Kennedy
He requested that the Town Council through the auspices of the Open Spaces Committee give
positive support to the Sunday Market initiative. He suggested that a positive approach would be to
provide Mrs Helen Reader with two street banners and the ability to produce some generic leaflet
marketing for the 2017 season
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee that took place in
the Asham Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 10th
January 2017 at 7.30 pm.
Present:

Chairman R Scott Councillors Mesdames D Losey & D Towner Messrs N Chambers M
Hood M Lovell N Shearn T Webb and the Town Clerk Mr B Poole.
In addition there were four members of the public present

OS9.1

To receive any apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
None

OS9.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

OS9.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 15th November 2016
Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting that had been held
on Tuesday 15th November 2016 that had been previously circulated be taken as read
confirmed as being a correct record and signed as such by the Committee Chairman

OS9.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1) Cllr. C Inchley – Open Spaces – 5 year plan

OS

(2) Ownership of Dog & Litter Bins

OS8.4.5

It was reported that both the Admin Officer and the Town Clerk
attended a training course just prior to Christmas in order to better
understand our in-house mapping programme. As a result the office is
currently beginning to map all of the street furniture as well as other
mapping matters that are understood to be in the ownership of
Shepton Mallet Town Council.
Members indicated their appreciation that such a forward step had
been taken in this regard by the office administration.
(3)

Installation of Dog Bin Barrington Place

OS8.4.6

See OS95.4
(4)

Quotations – Town Benches – Refurbishment

OS8.4.9

The clerk intimated that as yet he was still waiting to receive
quotations from TLG
(5)

Budget Aspirations 2017-18

OS8.5.2

It was noted that the office provided the requested information
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(6) Town Signage – Photographs

OS8.5.3

Work in progress!!!
(7)

Firework Display – New Year’s Eve – Hitchen Lane

OS8.6.1

The refusal response had been conveyed to the applicants
(8) Removal of Dog Bin – Princes Road

OS8.6.2

Work in progress!!
OS9.5

Resolutions
1. To resolve to decide whether one allotment plot at Hitchen Lane can be given over as
a communal space
The Committee took note of Councillor Bartlett’s comments and subsequently:
Resolved that a small group consisting of Councillor’s Losey and Scott together with
Mrs Paula Robertson to make a future site visit to ascertain the background to the
alleged allotment incursion.
Resolved that the legalities of allowing such a permission to use an allotment for
communal use would be further investigated
2. To resolve to form a Christmas Lights Working Group
Resolved that Councillors Scott Davies Kennedy and Towner to form such a working
party
3. To resolve to reinstate a dog waste bin at the Princes Road Sub Station site
4. To consider the provision of additional street furniture
Resolved that Mendip District Council would be asked to implement the installation of
an additional 17 no dog bins/litter bins as set out in the attached location
plan/schedule
Resolved that these together with other street furniture in the ownership of the Town
Council be suitably badged with the Town Council insignia

OS9.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
1. Sunday Market
The Committee Chairman agreed that due to the urgency of the subject matter they
agreed to consider the recommendation provided in the public session by Councillor
Garfield Kennedy with regard to the Sunday Market.
Resolved that the sum of up to £2,000 be provided from the Town Improvement Budget
Heading to provide two banners and a supply of generic leaflets in support of the
Sunday Market
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2. Snowdrop Walk
Members were reminded of the forthcoming Snowdrop Walk on the 18 th February 2016
3. Transfer of Unexpended Budgeted Monies
Resolved to recommend to the full council that any unexpended monies as at the 31st
March 2017 in the Open Spaces Budget be transferred to and EMR for future spending
in 2017-18
4. TLG 2017 Summer Flower Quotation
Resolved to accept the quotation from idVerde (TLG) in respect to the 2017 proposed
floral display
OS9.7

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 7th March 2017
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Councillor Mr Martin Lovell was elected the Meeting Chairman.
He then invited the following to make their presentations to the meeting.
Mr Nick Reader

He explained to the meeting as to why artificial flowers are occasionally laid at
the Town’s Cenotaph partly down to weather and partly down to sourcing
suitable flowers according to the season. He emphasised that he would always
wish to use real flowers but on some occasions it was just not possible. The
Chairman thanked for the work he was doing voluntarily

Mr Simon Davies

Asked whether or not the Charity was able to reclaim vat on repairs it carried
out to the Cenotaph. The Town Clerk agreed to provide him with a written
response to his question.
He also questioned as to why the Town Council could not close down the
Charity and bring it within the ownership and responsibility of the Town
Council? Again the Town Clerk agreed that he would provide a written reply to
the question. In the interim he pointed out that the current agreement was
that the Town Council would provide the sum of £1,000 annually to the charity.

The Town Clerk asked wherever possible for members who intended to seek information and
answers to questions within the Public Session of any of the town council meetings do so by giving
him prior warning of the questions. This way he would be in a position to have the
information/response to hand.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph Management Committee that
was held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road
Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 17th January 2017 commencing at 7.00 pm when the following business
was transacted
Present:

Councillors Mesdames J Bartlett J Marsh and D Towner Messrs M Lovell T Webb
together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole
Also in attendance were some seven members of the public that included Councillors
Mrs B Height Messrs N Chambers S Davies and R Scott none of whom took part.
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C5.1

To receive apologies
None

C5.2

Declarations of Interests
None

C5.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph
Management Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd August 2016
Resolved that the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph Management
Committee held on Tuesday 23rd August 2016 that had been previously circulated be taken as
read approved as being a correct record and signed as such by the Meeting Chairman

C5.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Update on works carried out on the Cenotaph

C4.5

Now that all the required documentation has been duly completed and
permission has been given by the War Memorials Trust the work may now
proceed and instructions to that effect has been given to Ellis & Co
(b)

Update of the grant application to The War Memorials Trust

C4.5

The office has received confirmation that a grant has been awarded in the
sum of £1400.00 which when set against a total anticipated costs excluding
vat of £1916.26 leaves a balance £516.26.
The present balance in the account is £5,966.00
(c)

Remembrance Service

C4.6

The Town Council are wishing to be more involved in this Service and indeed
wish to bring the organisation of the day into house.
(d)

2014 - 2018 – End of “The Great War”

C4.6a

The Town Council is proposing (subject to confirmation) to place the sum of
£5,000 in the 2017-18 Budget and also in the 2018-19 Budget. Plans as to how
these two sums might be spent are yet to come to fruition.
C5.5

To consider and discuss but not to resolve any matters deemed to be of importance in
respect to the Cenotaph Charity
None

C5.6

Date Time & Venue of next meeting – 22nd August 2017
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Public Session

Mr Mark Davies of CCLA
At the behest of the Town Council Mr Mark Davies gave a presentation to members of his company’s
CCLA (Councils Churches and Local Authorities) investment accounts namely “The Public Sector
Deposit Fund” and “The Local Authorities Property Fund”. He gave a detailed description of each of
the accounts and when asked answered the specific questions raised by members. The Chairman
duly thanked him for his presentation whereupon he departed from the meeting.
Mr Simon Davies
Asked the following questions.
The Town Clerk prefaced his remarks by asking members that where they require answers to
questions that they endeavour to provide him with a prior warning so that he might be in a position
to provide them with a response rather than “spring it on him” in the public session of a meeting.
1. When was the Town Clerk going to seek the services of a more local internal auditor?
At the conclusion of the current three year arrangement. He was mystified as to why it
was thought necessary to have a company that was based locally
2. Mrs S Winter – major priority being the Skate Park?
It was confirmed that the progression of the Skate Park would be her first priority
3. From what Budget Heading would the proposals to relay the broken slabs come from?
The Town Improvement Budget subject to any monies being put into the proposals by
the County Council
4. Would the outcome of tonight’s budget discussions be put to the full council next
week?
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Absolutely yes
5. Could the Town Clerk confirm that the documents being produced for this evening’s
meeting would be circulated to other members of the Town Council?
Yes
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee that was
held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet on Tuesday 17th January 2017 commencing at 7.15 pm when the following business was
transacted
Present:

Council Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height J Marsh D
Towner Messrs N Chambers G Kennedy J Parham R Scott N Shearn together with the
Town Clerk Mr B Poole
Also in attendance were Councillors S Davies and C Inchley who took no part in the
discussions and three additional members of the public.

P&R12.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
None

P&R12.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

P&R12.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 1st November 2016
Resolved to receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2016 that had been previously circulated were
taken as read agreed as being a true and correct record and signed as such by the
Chairman

P&R12.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1)

Town Council Reserves Policy

P&R11.5.3

The necessary agreed action has been taken within the budgeting process for the
financial period 2017-18 whereby the sum of £40,000 has been included. The
same sum subject to any excess over expenditure for 2017-18 will be included in
the financial period 2018-19
(2)

Change of Bank to Unity Trust Bank Ltd

P&R11.4.2

This has now reached a satisfactory conclusion whereby all we are waiting for
is confirmation that the funds have been transferred from Lloyds Bank Ltd to
Unity Trust Bank Ltd
(3)

Alternative Investment Account

P&R11.5.4
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(4)

Work in progress – the presentation given earlier this evening should have
greatly assisted that process.
Quotations – Auto Enrolment
P&R10.5.2
Work in progress

(5)

Ground Care Working Party – Recommendation

P&R10.5.3

This subject matter requires urgent attention from the members
(6)

2017-18 Budget

P&R11.5.5

See Agenda Item 12.5.8
P&R12.5

Resolutions
(1)

To consider the Internal Auditor’s Report to the Town Council dated December
2016
Considered

(2)

To consider a grant application from Shepton Mallet Horticultural Society in
the sum of £250.00 to support their Snowdrop Project.
Resolved by a majority decision that a grant of £250.00 be given to Shepton
Mallet Horticultural Society in the sum of £250.00

(3)

To consider a grant application from Shepton Mallet Branch of The Royal
British Legion in the sum of £5,000 to support the “End of the Great War 19141918” Commemoration. Such sum to budgeted for in the 2017-18 financial year
Members were advised that this subject matter had since its original conception
changed whereby permission was now being sought that a sum of £5,000 be
placed both in the 2017-18 Budget as well as the 2018-19 Budget to support the
End of the Great War 2014-2018 commemorations.
Councillor Mrs Jeannette Marsh envisaged the commemoration being fronted by
the Town Council
Final decision would be taken within the budgeting process even though the
consensus of the meeting was that the initiative should be both supported and
fronted by the Town Council.

(4)

To consider a grant application from Shepton Mallet Golden-Oldies of £150.00
to support their local weekly session for local people of limited means.
Resolved to defer to the end of this financial year when it would be reconsidered

(5)

To note the appointment of Mrs Samantha Winter as the Town Council’s
Project Officer commencing on the 1st February 2017 on SCP 24
Noted
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The Town Clerk reiterated his earlier comments that her first priority would be
the installation of the Skate Park
Councillor J Parham asked whether or not a target was being set for the Project
Officer whereby she raised sufficient monies per annum on par with her salary.
The Town Clerk stated that she had not been appointed on that basis but he
expected her when required to seek funding from whatever source. He also
reminded the meeting of the successes that the previous project manager had
achieved that were not always monetary based.
(6)

To receive Budget v Expenditure for 1st April 2016 to the 31st December 2016.
Received

(7)

To resolve to recommend to the Town Council what unexpended budgeted
sums in the 2016-17 Financial Accounts are transferred into a specific EMR
Resolved after much discussion that the following sums would be transferred
into specific Ear Marked Reserves on the 30th March 2017 so long as there were
sufficient funds in the General Account to do so.
£500
£18,500
£5,000
£5,000

(8)

Line 15 Community
Line 19 Community
Line 20 Community
Line 3 Collett Park

Speed Watch
Cycle Track
Play Equipment
Feasibility Study

To finalise the proposed budget for 2017-18 in order to recommend a proposed
Budget & Precept for 2017-18 to the Town Council.
The Town Clerk asked members to note that the papers that he had tabled were
the ones that should be used and not the ones that had been circulated
previously. It was explained that a necessary amendment had been made which
had resulted in a slight change of figures. He then proceeded to go through the
tabled papers page by page.
The following amendments to the papers were agreed:
£3,500
£10,000
£500
£18,500

Line 27 Services to inserted as a spend (omitted)
Line 1 Community instead of the original £20,000
Line 15 Community to be added for Speed Watch
Line 19 Community to be added for Cycle Track

Resolved on a recorded vote of six members in favour Mrs D Towner Messrs N
Chambers G Kennedy M Lovell R Scott and N Shearn to four members against
Mesdames J Bartlett B Height J Marsh and J Parham that the amended Budget
for 2017-18 in the sum of £387,877 be recommended to the full council for
approval.
Resolved that as a result of the above resolution it would be recommended to
the full council in order to achieve the proposed Budget that the Precept for
2017-18 would need to be fixed as £387,877.
Councillor Parham stated that it would amount to a minimum of a 25% increase
for a Band D Property.
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The Clerk agreed to e-mail no later than the next day the amended figures
together with a guide as to what the resulting Band D Charge would be based on
the agreed Budget. Likewise he would endeavour to circulate the draft minutes
of this meeting so that all members could be made aware of the decisions taken.
He also reminded both the members present and the members of the public that
the recommendations needed yet to be ratified by the full council and it would
not help in the interim period if discussions took place on the various media
platforms that are so often used. In accordance with the Town Council’s Standing
Orders comments on behalf of the Town Council should in the first instance
emanate from the Town Clerk
P&R12.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None

P&R12.7

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – 21st March 2017
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Public Session
Mr Neil Watkins
He expressed concern at the apparent lack of enforcement by Mendip District Council in
respect to planning matters. He cited several instances in the Ridgeway area of the town
where planning stipulations were set by the planning authority and then months later they
were completely ignored.
Mrs Kettle
She asked why two councillors who had made specific statements last year as to why certain
budget items should be included in the 2016-17 budget had not delivered on them in the
succeeding months. She also spoke of her concern that yet again the Town Council appeared
to be increasing the Budget yet further after an 93% increase last year. Several times she
asked for the two councillors to answer her direct questions whereupon the chairman
reminded her that she should address her questions in the first instance to the Town Clerk.
Mr Peter Hillman
He referred to a paper that had been previously circulated to all members in which he set
out on behalf of “The Shepton Mallets” a number of questions entitled “A Challenge to
Manage to achieve A Better Future for Shepton Mallet.” The paper highlighted a number of
issues as to how Shepton Mallet was going to manage the changes that would undoubtedly
be manifesting themselves in the near future. He concluded by saying that it was his
intention to ask specific questions of the Town Council and he sincerely hoped that
responses would be given.
Mrs Pat Haskins
She read from a paper that had been tabled at the start of her presentation to the meeting.
In it she expressed that in her opinion some of the member’s knowledge of finance was very
limited. She said that the council should be regularly monitoring budget versus spend and
that the existence of a five year plan would be useful in this regard. She went on to say that
she considered the proposals to increase the 2017-18 by some 23% totally unacceptable
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Mr Garfield Kennedy
He raised a number of issues some of which had been reported to him by members of the
community.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Sustrans
Mrs Helen Reader
Town Centre Information Board
Bus Stop

Mr Simon Davies – District Councillor
He advised the meeting that under new planning proposals being introduced areas
designated for commercial usage could in future be re-designated for housing usage instead.
It was understood that MDC was planning to make a presentation on this issue in the near
future.
Referring to the local Chamber of Trade he was pleased to inform the meeting that two
notable local members had taken up senior position at county level
Mrs Bente Height – District Councillor
She reported that it had been announced that First Bus and SCC were shortly providing a
new bus stop in West Shepton.
Mr John Parham – County Councillor
He indicated that like SMTC both the SCC and MDC were in the final stages of preparing and
announcing their precept figures for 2017-18 which was likely to be line with the acceptable
2% increase.
The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to open the
formal meeting by welcoming Mr Billy Miller to his first formal council meeting. That announcement
was received with general acclaim
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council Chamber of
Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 24th January 2017 when
the following business was transacted
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey J Marsh D
Towner Messrs N Chambers S Davies M Hood C Inchley G Kennedy B Miller J Parham R
Scott Shearn and Webb together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole
In addition there were 11 members of the public present.

24.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
None
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24.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

24.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on the Tuesday 22nd
November 2016
Resolved that Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd November 2016
that had been previously circulated be taken as read agreed subject to the under mentioned
typo as being a correct record and signed as such by the Chairman.

24.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public
(i)

23

Mr Simon Davies
New Planning Policy – MDC?
Designated District Councillor investigating mental health issues?

(b)

(ii)

Mrs Bente Height

(iii)

Mr John Parham

Reserves Policy

23..6.1

Concluded
(c)

Investment Account

21.4.g

The P&R Committee were currently progressing this matter
(d)

Town Council – Casual Vacancy

23.4.i

Concluded
(e)

Street Signage and Ownership of the Town’s Car Parks

23.4.j

This subject matter is being currently considered by the Open Spaces Committee
(f)

Ground Care Contract

23.6.7

Progress needs to be made by the Working Group
(g)

Sunday Market

23.5

Open Spaces has agreed to provide two banners and printed leaflets
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(h)

Calendar of Meetings 2017-18

23.6.2

Concluded
Collet Park Toilet – Improvements

(i)

23.6.5

Work in progress
(j)

Broken Paving Slabs

23.6.6

As yet the office has not received a response to our enquiry
(k)

Neighbourhood Plan

23.6.8

(l)

Public Meeting – Bus Services

23.6.11

Progress?
(m)

Great War “Celebrations”

23.6.12

Subject to a formal approval a budgeted sum of £5,000 will be put aside in 201718 and 2018-19
(n)

Chamber of Commerce – Christmas Lights

23.7.f

(o)

Shepton Mallet – Royal British Legion Branch

23.7.p

Currently plans are being made to have early meetings with both organisations
to discuss the Christmas Lights 2017 and the proposed commemoration of the
ending of The Great War
(p)

HSBC – Closure of Branch

23.11.23

Despite the office writing a letter as requested we have not as yet had the
courtesy of a response
(q)

Grant Application – Bus Service – Sunday Market

23.12.2

An application has been duly submitted and an acknowledgement has been
subsequently received
24.5

Chairman’s Announcements’
The Chairman reported that he attended a very enjoyable pre-Christmas Service
in St Pauls on the 18th December.

24.6

Resolutions
1. To formally note and confirm receipt of the Town Council’s Accounts for the period of
the 1st April 2016 to the 31st December 2016
Noted
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2. To resolve to approve a Budget for 2017-18
An amendment resolution to increase last year’s budget by 2% was lost by a recorded
vote of 11 members against namely Councillors Mesdames D Losey D Towner and
Messrs N Chambers M Hood C Inchley G Kennedy M Lovell B Miller R Scott and T Webb
to 5 members in favour Mesdames Bartlett B Height and J Marsh and Messrs S Davies &
J Parham
Resolved that a budget of £387,877.00 be set for the financial period of 2017-18 was
approved on a recorded vote of 10 Members in favour Councillors Mesdames D Losey D
Towner and Messrs N Chambers C Inchley G Kennedy M Lovell B Miller R Scott and T
Webb to 6 members against Mesdames Bartlett B Height and J Marsh and Messrs Davies
M Hood & J Parham
3. To resolve to set a Precept for 2017-18
Resolved that a precept of £387,877.00 be set for the financial period of 2017-18 was
approved on a recorded vote of 10 Members in favour Councillors Mesdames D Losey D
Towner and Messrs N Chambers C Inchley G Kennedy M Lovell B Miller R Scott and T
Webb to 6 members against Mesdames Bartlett B Height and J Marsh and Messrs Davies
M Hood & J Parham.
The outcome of which would be an annual increase for 2017-18 of 31% making a Band D
Property amount to £116.06 thereby an increase £27.43 per annum or .53 pence per
week.
4. To formally note the completion of the casual vacancy process following the
resignation of Mrs Jill Weston
Noted
5. To formally note the appointment of Mrs Sam Winter as the Town Council’s Project
Officer commencing on the 1st February 2017 at the SCP 24 (see attached report)
Noted
6. To receive and consider the Somerset County Council’s Feasibility Technical Note
relating to the proposed installation of Pedestrian Crossing in Waterloo Road
Received and Considered
Members had various views as to which of the options being offered that they should fix on.
Subsequently it was agreed that if any member had a view they were to relay it to the Town
Clerk. He would then collate the responses and in conjunction with Councillor Parham
compose a final response to SCC.
7. To receive and to note the Town Council’s expenditure for the months of October
November and December 2016
Received
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24.7

To receive reports from the following Town Council Representatives:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)
(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Youth Club
Urban Forum
Mendip Rocks
Healthwatch Somerset
Chamber of Commerce
MDC CCTV User Group
Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau
Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show
Leisure Centre Committee
Shepton Mallet Carnival Club
Tourist Information Centre
Shepton Mallet Health Campus
Shepton Mallet Twinning Association
Shepton Mallet Branch of the British Legion

BH/SD
SD/BP
JP
RS
SD/NS
NS/TW
BH/CI
GK
JP
JP
MD/TW
DL
DL
DL
DL
SD

No such reports received
23.8

To receive the Minutes of the following Committees and to note the decisions thereto:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Town Development and Planning Committee 20/12/16 – 10/01/17
Collett Park Management Committee 13/12/16
Open Spaces Committee 10/01/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 17/01/17
Cenotaph Charity Management Committee – 17/01/17
Received

23.9

Correspondence
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

The Mendip Society
Avon & Somerset Police
Avon & Somerset Police
Avon & Somerset Police
CPRE
CPRE
CPRE
CPRE
CPRE
Insight
SLCC
Mendip District Council
Clerks & Councils Direct
SCC

Newsletter Issue No 148 December 2016
Policing Plan
Newsletter – Summer 2016 Issue No 8
Awards for All
Annual Report 2016
Renewal of Membership
Somerset Voice – Autumn/Winter 2016
Countryside Voice – Winter 2016
Field Work – Winter 2016
Royal United Hospital Community Newsletter
Clerk Magazine - Vol48 No 1
Precept Requirements for 2017-18
January 2017 Issue 109
Road Closure Notice Cowl Street

C
C
C
C
C
BP
C
C
C
C
C
BP
C
E

Noted
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23.10 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

To note the formal posting of the end of audit notice

BP

23.11 Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Town Development & Planning Committee – 31/01/17 – 21/02/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 14/02/17
Cenotaph Charity Committee – 22/08/17
Open Spaces – 07/03/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 21/03/17
Town Council 28/03/17
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One member of the public was present.
16/3161 – Mrs Haskins raised concerns about the positioning of the sign. Bolters Lane is a very
difficult junction to pull out of onto the A37. It is an accident blackspot and any commercial signage
would make it even more dangerous. She advised that she intends to put in an objection to MDC.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 31st January 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey and D Towner Messrs N Chambers M Lovell
and N Shearn together with Admin Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP30.1 Apologies for absence
None
TDP30.2 Declarations of Interest
None
TDP30.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 10th January 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 10th January 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such

147

TDP30.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

16/3161 Erection
Lorna Elstob signage.

of

freestanding

non-illuminated Members supported this
application, 5 votes for and 2
against.
Three Winds Bolters Lane Downside Shepton
Mallet

16/3147 Proposed attached dwelling.
Daniel
Foster

Members unanimously
supported this application.

Land Adj. to 25 The Sidings Shepton Mallet BA4
5FJ

17/0009 Works to tree T1 and felling of tree T2.

Members unanimously
supported this application,
subject to the Tree Officer
decision as it is in close
proximity to the school.

Bo Walsh

4 The Maples Shepton Mallet BA4 5HL

TDP29.6 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

13/1795

Land off Cannards Grave Road Not consulted
Shepton Mallet BA4 5BT

Approved 04/01/17

16/2808

60 Cowl Street Shepton Mallet Not consulted
BA4 5EP

Approved 04/01/17

16/2400

Boskage 7 Chestnut Parade Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 4DW

Approved with
conditions 11/01/17

16/3149/CNT Highfield House Mendip District Not supported
Council Offices BA4 5BT

No objection
10/01/17

16/2821

22 Paul Street Shepton Mallet Not supported
BA4 5LA

Approved with
conditions 17/01/17

16/3090

10 Peter Street Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 5BL

TPO not required
19/01/17

16/2864

Coombe Cottage Coombe Lane Not Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5JD

TPO not required
19/01/17
148

TDP30.7 Notice of Appeal (Informal Hearing)
APP/Q3305/W/16/3158063 – Former Shepton Mallet Prison, Frithfield Lane, Shepton Mallet,
BA4 5LU (2016/0509)
TDP30.8 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 21st February 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
Mrs Jeannette Marsh

Asked on the progress of a couple of matters which were to be
considered as part of the meeting.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee that
was held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road
Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 14th February 2017 commencing at 7.00 pm when the following
business was transacted
Present:

Mesdames D Losey D Towner Messrs N Chambers M Hood M Lovell (Acting Committee
Chairman) R Scott together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole.
There were three members of the public also in attendance two of which were town
councillors namely Cllrs Bartlett and Marsh

CP10.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
Councillor G Kennedy

CP10.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

CP10.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee held
on Tuesday 13th December 2016
Resolved that the Minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee held on Tuesday
13th December 2016 as previously circulated be taken as read agreed as being a correct
record and signed as such by the chairman

CP10.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public
(i)

CP8

Mrs Jo Murray - Refurbishment of the Park Toilets
Work in progress
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(ii)

Councillor Mrs J Bartlett - Ice Cream Concession
Subject to CP10.6.1 being adopted tenders papers will be
organised and submitted with an anticipated closing date of
the 31st March 2017

(b)

5 Year Business Plan

CP9.4.b

See CP10.6.7
(c)

Green Flag Application

CP9.4.c

This subject matter is obviously still progressing but it is dependent
in part on having a 5 Year Business Plan in Place
(d)

The Forever Butterfly Charitable Trust

CP7.5.1

Members are reminded that they need to come to a conclusion in
regards to this initiative so that Mrs Cairns can be advised of the
Committee’s decision.
(e)

Drifters Boat Club
Councillor Nick Chambers who recently met with a representative
will provide the meeting with an update.

CP10.5

Resolutions
(1)

To resolve to receive the Town Clerk’s Collet Park Report dated February 2017
Received
(a) Resolved that the following dates be agreed for the Collett Park Café 2017
events
Saturday 15th April
Sunday 14th May
Sunday 28th May
Sunday 2nd July
Sunday 16th July
Sunday 30th July
Weds 25th October
Sat 16th December

Easter Eggstravaganza
Military Wives charity concert (Macmillan Cancer Support)
Music in the park, band TBC
Music in the park, band TBC
Music in the park, band TBC
Music in the park, band TBC
Halloween Spooktacular
Christmas Bazaar

(b) Resolved that further discussions would be had on site with members of
the Drifters Club to
(i) indicate that the committee was not convinced that the proposals for a
shelter reached their expectations.
(iii) Safety procedures were required to be put into place with the ingress and
egress of vehicles in order to protect other users of the Park
(iv) That procedures were required to be put into place when members gain
access to their storage container
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(v) That the club annually provides the Town Clerk with a copy of the group’s
public liability insurance and risk assessment
(c) Resolved that the requested permission be given to Openreach
(2)

To consider a request from Midsomer Norton & Radstock Silver Band to hold
concerts on Sunday afternoons in the Bandstand during the Summer 2017.
Resolved that the said request be granted permission

(3)

To consider a request from Paulton Concert Band to use the Bandstand on
21st May 2017
Resolved that the said request be granted permission

(4)

To consider quotes for remedial work to a broken drainage pipe from Collett
Park Lake.
Contractor A
Contractor B

£2,295.00
£2.149.50

Resolved that Contractor A be instructed to carry out the required work.
The decision reached on choosing the higher bidder was based on the
recommendations contained within the quote
(5)

To consider raising the Wayleaves charges (2017 raised from £2 per year to
£4)
Resolved that the Collett Park Easement Peppercorn Rent be increased from
£2.00 per four years to £4.00 per four years.

(6)

To resolve to consider the Draft Collett Park Guidance and Rules (Policy
Number 22) in order that it may be forwarded to the Policy & Resources
Committee for onward recommendation to the Town Council for formal
adoption.
Resolved that the Draft Collett Park Guidance and Rules be now forwarded to
the Policy & Resources Committee for scrutiny also for onward
recommendation to the Town Council

(7)

To resolve to adopt the Collett Park 5 Year Plan in order that it may be
recognised as a formal document of the Town Council.
Resolved to adopt the Collett Park 5 Year Plan so that it might now be
recommended by the Town Council for formal approval

(8)

To resolve to agree to prepare a specification as to what is required to
formulate a proposed feasibility study for the area that embraces in Collett
Park the Depot – Toilets – Café and Children’s Play Area so that quotations
can be sought on a vision for the future
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Resolved to agree that a specification be so prepared
CP10.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

Bouncy Castle
Resolved to grant permission (subject to the usual conditions) to Mrs Jo Murray
to operate a Bouncy Castle for six weeks every Wednesday in the 2017 school
summer holidays whereby she will make a charge to users £1.00 per go all day

(2)

Fun Run promoted by Parents of Mendip School
Resolved to grant permission (subject to the usual conditions) to the Parents of
Mendip School to run a Fun Run in the Park subject to being notified of the
proposed date

(3)

The Butterfly Memorial Garden
Resolved that the Town Clerk write to Mrs Cairns to explain why it would not
wish to see her proposed project being located it what is currently designated
as a football area.

(4)

Collett Park Annual Accounts
Resolved to note that a tabled copy of the Annual Collett Park Accounts for the
financial period ending 31st March 2016 that had been submitted to the Charity
Commission with a copy being attached to these minutes

(5)

MUGA
The Town Clerk gave a brief synopsis of the possibility of locating a MUGA
(Multi Use Games Area) in the Park as a future project

CP10.7

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 11th April 2017
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Christmas Lights Working Party
Notes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Christmas Lights Working Party that took
place in the Town Council Committee Room at 1 Park Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 20th
February 2017 at 11.00 am.
Present:

Councillors Mesdames D Losey Messrs N Chambers and G Kennedy and the Town Clerk
Mr B Poole.

CLWP1.1

Subject matters agreed in principle were
(a) A minimum of three contractors to be consulted including the current supplier to
which would be sent a brief specification of what was envisaged.
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Consideration be given to a lighting impact on the Market Cross area
One such light to embrace a greeting from the Town Council
Current fixings to be mapped
Permission be sought from property owners for any additional fixings

(b) That a agreement be reached that a special lighting up “ceremony” be held on a
Sunday when the Sunday Market is also being held
(c) That it be a Town Council event in conjunction with the Chamber of Trade
(d) That any Road Closures should be considered and applied for
(e) That the local facilities such as the church cafés shops be encouraged to stay open
and also that other local activities that take place around this time be encouraged to
be part of the “Switch On”.
CLWP1.2

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – TBA
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One member of the public was present.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 21st February 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey and D Towner Messrs N Chambers M Lovell
and N Shearn together with Admin Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP31.1 Apologies for absence
Cllr Webb
TDP31.2 Declarations of Interest
None
TDP31.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 31st January 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 31st January 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such

150

TDP31.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/0230 T1 Conifer, multi-stemmed situated on the front Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
boundary overhanging path. Limbs leaning onto supported this application.
railings. Fell.
Jephelyn 7 Princes Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HL
17/0225 To modify the soft and hard landscaping of the Members supported this
sloping back garden by adding a terrace, low stone application 6 votes for and
17/0226 retaining walls and levelling a lawn.
1 against subject to the
Lorna Elstob
approval of the
Woodlands Farmhouse Brewery Lane Shepton Conservation Officer.
Mallet BA4 5QD
17/0152 Proposed replacement of cat-slide roof with double Members unanimously
Lorna Elstob gable roof.
support this application in
principle subject to advice
The Kings Arms Garston Street Shepton Mallet BA4 from the Conservation
5LN
Officer and MCAP.
Members expressed
concerns that the building
is not listed and
recommended that it be
considered for listing with
some urgency. They also
were concerned that if the
roof is for enhanced
accommodation there is
insufficient car parking in
the area.
TDP31.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

16/2486

Former Shepton Mallet Prison Supported
Cornhill Shepton Mallet BA4
5LU

Approved with
conditions 20/01/17

16/2763

1 Somerville Close Shepton
Mallet BA4 4AT

Supported

Approved with
conditions 20/01/17

16/2679

Land at Bowlish Lane and East
of St Peters Road Shepton
Mallet

Not Supported

Approved with
conditions 20/01/17
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16/2820

22 Paul Street Shepton Mallet Not Supported
BA4 5LA

Approved with
conditions 23/01/17

16/2173

Land East of 25 Forum Lane
Shepton Mallet

Supported

Approved with
conditions 26/01/17

16/3069

1 Mendip Avenue Shepton
Mallet BA4 4PE

Supported

Approved with
conditions 02/02/17

16/3038

The Cottage Brewery Lane Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5QD

TPO not required
31/01/17

TDP31.6 Notice of Appeal
APP/Q3305/W/16/3165131 – Cannards Grave Farmhouse Whitstone Hill to Fosse Way
Shepton Mallet BA4 4LY
TDP31.7 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
Noted that application no 2016/3147 had an amended description.
TDP31.8 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
Mr Peter Martin
He provided the meeting with an outline as to the community group’s thoughts and ideas on the
future use of the proposed communal allotment plot at Hitchen Lane. He produced drawings that
showed the type and style of the group’s plans. A number of questions were asked to which he
provided satisfactory responses.
Mr Robert Horton
He reminded the members of his connections and interest in the Prison Development and the future
heritage of the site. He directly referred to negotiations that were in hand with the developers and
intimated that there was a distinct possibility that financial assistance could be forthcoming to
underwrite the renewal and provision of street signage.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee that took place in
the Asham Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 7th
March 2017 commencing at 7.00 pm.
Present:

Chairman R Scott Councillors Mesdames D Losey & D Towner Messrs N Chambers M
Hood M Lovell N Shearn and the Town Clerk Mr B Poole.
In addition there were four members of the public present of which one was Councillor
Mrs J Bartlett

OS10.1

To receive any apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
None

OS10.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

OS10.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 10th January 2017
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Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting that had been held
on Tuesday 10th January 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read
confirmed as being a correct record and signed as such by the Committee Chairman
OS10.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1)

Cllr. C Inchley – Open Spaces – 5 year plan

OS

Progress needs to be made at some stage
(2)

Remembrance Sunday 2017

OS9

A meeting of interested parties together with the Town Clerk was due
to take place earlier today. Unfortunately a number of the interested
parties were not at the last minute able to commit to the meeting.
(3)

Communal Area – Hitchen Lane Allotments

OS9.5.1

See OS10.5.3
(4)

Christmas Lights Working Group

OS9.5.2

It was noted that a meeting had taken place – apologies to Councillor
Mrs D Towner for non inclusion) with the outcome being that a
number of prospective companies have been approached to provide
quotes. Arrangements are in hand to meet representatives of those
companies to visit the town for an on site inspection of the
requirements on the 28th March.
(5)

Installation of additional Dog Bins & Litter Bins

OS9.5.3

It was reported that currently of the 3 No bins ordered the proposed
siting of 2 No have been agreed as being Barrington Place & Swan
Field/Kilver Street. MDC and IdVerde have now been instructed to
install them. The contractual arrangement is that IdVerde will install
two such bins per year at nil cost. The Town Council is seeking to have
them installed before the 31st March 2017. Installation of more than
two bins in 2017-18 will be costed at: Fit Litter Bin in Hard Ground
(Tarmac / Concrete) - Dig out and Concrete in £82.93. Fit Litter Bin in
Soft Ground (Grass / Earth areas) - Dig out and Concrete in £66.96.
(6)

Ownership of Dog & Litter Bins

OS9.5.4

The Town Council has now established who owns what in respect to
bins and are now duly mapped.
(7)

Sunday Market Banners & Leaflets

OS9.6.1

This matter has been put into hand
(8)

Transfer of unexpended monies

OS9.6.3

See OS10.5.2
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(9)

TLG 2017 Summer Flower Quotation

OS9.6.4

Instructions given as requested
(10)

Snowdrop Festival 2016

OS9.6.2

From all reports received a very successful event however the Town
Council should have ensured like any other events it supports that it be
badged as having Town Council support
OS10.5

Resolutions
(1)

To receive an update report on the Shepton Mallet Skate Park Project
Received (copy attached to these minutes)
The report highlighted the progress reached to date and the members noted with
pleasure that expressions of intent to tender were currently being sought.

(2)

To receive recommendations if any regarding unexpended 2016-17 Budget monies
As previously agreed it was noted that the following sums were intended to be
transferred as at the 30th March 2017
Skate Park
Speed Watch
Cycle Track
Play Equipment

(3)

£ 3,500 (as contracted)
£ 500
£18,500
£ 5,000

To resolve to give permission for a Communal Area at the Hitchen Lane
Allotments
Resolved in principle that formal permission would be granted to the communal
group on the same conditions and consideration as the other Hitchin Lane Plots
Resolved that in addition to the normal allotment agreement clauses additional
specific clauses would be inserted as follows:
(a) A specific clause as to the times when the plot should not be used
(b) A specific clause relating to noise
(c) A specific clause regarding the reverting back after surrender of the lease

(4)

To receive an update relating to the condition of pavements - signs and street
furniture in the Town Centre
It was noted that there had been very little progress in this matter

(5)

To give consideration to the implementation of a pictorial Town Council Annual
Report
Discussion centred on the potential of producing some form of annual report. A
number of suggestions were made whereupon it was agreed that the suggestion
deserved further thought.
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OS10.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

Topic(s) to be highlighted (if any) in the local press and social media
Agreed that the granting of permission for a communal plot should be highlighted as
well as the tangible progress that had been made with the Skate Park Project

OS10.7

(2)

The recently announced consultation by MDC in respect to revised Off Street
Parking Places.

(3)

Notification regarding a meeting with MDC to discuss potential 106 monies available
for the provision of allotments.

(4)

It was noted as prompted by Councillor Inchley that a reminder had been sent to
IdVerde regarding the poor condition of the grass at Garston Street

(5)

It was noted that instructions had been given to IdVerde for a quotation to refurbish
Telephone Box No 2

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 23rd May 2017
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Four members of the public were present.
17/0315 – Mrs Williams wished to object to this application. She explained that it was the third
application for this site, the second for three dwellings. There is provision for seven car parking
spaces but the size and positioning of them would mean reversing out onto busy roads and drivers
would be unable to open their doors easily. The application also states that there would be
additional parking available on the roads around the site. This is not the case as Highways have put
up no stopping signs and have made provision for the installation of double yellow lines. This area
has heavy traffic with as it is access to the hospital and a large estate as well as being used by
agricultural vehicles. Mrs Williams feels that this development would be detrimental to the area and
there is no reasoning behind it apart from financial gain. Mrs Williams would like to see this go
before MDC Planning Board and encouraged SMTC to help advance this.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and D Towner Messrs M Lovell N Shearn and T Webb
together with Admin Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP32.1 Apologies for absence
Cllrs Height and Chambers.
TDP32.2 Declarations of Interest
17/0315 – Cllr D Losey as near neighbour.
TDP32.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 21st February 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 21st February 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved
and signed as such
154

TDP32.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/0261 Removal of lean to roof and erection of first Members unanimously
floor extension over existing rear kitchen and supported these applications.
17/0262 bathroom, relocation of bathroom to first floor
Carlton
within extension including new opening from
Langford
existing
first
floor
landing,
internal
refurbishment throughout, removal of existing
enclosed fireplace to open up original fireplace
and hearth, replacement of uPVC front door
and installation of secondary glazing internally
to three front elevation windows.
14 Great Ostry Shepton Mallet BA4 5TT
17/0136 Change of use from unused storage area to Members unanimously did not
Carlton
dwelling and demolition of existing garage and support this application as the
Langford
workshop to construct dwelling with garage.
building design and materials
suggested would be out of
17-17A High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AA
keeping with the area.
17/0008 Proposed single storey rear extension.
Carlton
Langford

36 Little Brooks Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 4BW

Members supported this
application 5 votes for and 1
against.

17/0343 Lawson cypress (T5) – undertake crown height Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
reduction of approximately 2m (plus shape supported this application
accordingly).
subject to the Tree Officer
observations.
The Cemetery Waterloo Road Shepton Mallet
BA4 5HE
17/0315 Erection of 3no dwellings with associated Members unanimously did not
Daniel
creation of vehicular access.
support this application as
Foster
there are issues with parking
Land adj. to Bowlish Lane Shepton Mallet
arrangements and access via a
busy road. Members are also
concerned about
overdevelopment of the area
and the design not being in
keeping with other properties.
17/0359 Demolition of existing single storey extensions Members did not support this
Lorna Elstob to rear and construction of new single storey application, 5 votes for and 1
rear extension.
abstention as they thought
that the extension is over-large
32 Charlton Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5PA
and the materials and design
are out of keeping.
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17/0377 Retrospective application to place decking to Members unanimously did not
Lorna Elstob the rear.
support this application as the
height is too intrusive,
1 Willow Drive Shepton Mallet BA4 5JU
impacting on neighbour’s
privacy.
TDP32.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/0009

4 The Maples Shepton Mallet
BA4 5HL

Supported

Approved with
conditions 10/02/17

16/3027

4 The Maples Shepton Mallet
BA4 5HL

Supported

TPO not required
10/02/17

17/0108/NMA The Charlton Inn 29 Charlton
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5PH

Not consulted

Approved 13/02/17

16/3161

Three Winds Bolters Lane
Downside Shepton Mallet

Supported

Approved with
conditions 17/02/17

16/3049

53 Bishop Crescent Shepton
Mallet BA4 5XX

Not Supported

Approved with
conditions 22/02/17

16/2776

65 High Street Shepton Mallet
BA4 5AH

Supported

Approved with
conditions 16/02/17

TDP32.6 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
Planning Board notification of 7 Stevens Close.
The clerk gave an update of a discussion with MDC regarding possibility of listing of The Kings
Arms.
TDP32.7 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 4th April 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.
Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
Mr Simon Davies
Commented on the following items.
1. Collett Park Guidance Rules
2. Transfer of unused budget sums
3. YMCA
4. Deposit Account
5. Purchase of Picture
Mrs Kettle
Read out a statement where she repeated that to-date the two councillors whom she had
asked questions of in a previous Public Session had not as yet responded. She also
indicated that she deplored the suggestion in subject matter P&R13.5.7 that the Town
Council should waste money on purchasing a picture.
Mr Mark Wilcox
Indicated that he was representing the local YMCA and asked that members looked kindly
on the group’s request for additional Grant Funding (P&R13.5.4) in both this and next
financial years. He also explained what the Group had in mind for the future delivery of
youth work in the town.
Mr Chris Inchley
He pointed out to the members that in his view there was no apparent overall strategic
thinking when the Town Council considered grant funding applications.
He also asked when was the working group going to start considering and reviewing the
IdVerde Contact. If it was to be terminated it needed to be done post haste.
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee that was held
in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet on Tuesday 21st March 2017 commencing at 7.15 pm when the following business was
transacted
Present:

Council Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height J Marsh D
Towner Messrs N Chambers G Kennedy J Parham R Scott N Shearn together with the Town
Clerk Mr B Poole
Also in attendance were Councillors S Davies and C Inchley who took no part in the
discussions and two additional members of the public.

P&R13.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
None

P&R13.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

P&R13.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 17th January 2017
Resolved to receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 17th January 2017 that had been previously circulated were
taken as read agreed as being a true and correct record and signed as such by the
Chairman

P&R13.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1)

Members of the Public

P&R12

(2)

Mr Simon Davies – Five Questions all of which were answered at the meeting

(3)

Town Council Reserves Policy

P&R12.4.1

Matter concluded by way of the 2017-18 Budgeting process
(4)

Change of Bank to Unity Trust Bank Ltd

P&R12.4.2

The Office is waiting for final confirmation that the matter of transfer has
been concluded
(5)

Alternative Investment Account

P&R12.4.3

See 13.5.5 on the meeting agenda
(6)

Quotations – Auto Enrolment

P&R12.4.4

Work in Progress
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(7)

Ground Care Working Party – Recommendation

P&R12.4.5

This matter is now past the urgent stage
(8)

2017-18 Budget

P&R12.4.6

Process has been duly concluded
(9)

Grant – Shepton Mallet Horticultural Society

P&R12.5.2

Grant duly dispatched
(10)

Great War – Budget Request

P&R12.5.4

The requested figure of £5,000 was subsequently agreed during the Town
Council’s Budgeting process
(11)

Ear Marked Reserves

P&R12.7

The previously agreed transfers can now be actioned
(12)

Budget 2017-18

P&R12.8

Mendip District Council were advised of the Town Council’s Precept
requirements for 2017-18
P&R13.5

Resolutions
(1)

To consider a grant application from Bowlish Infant School together with
Shepton Mallet Infant School and St Paul’s CEVC Primary School of some
£1,000 to support the pupils from all three schools in supporting the use
of the Theatre Royal Bath and performance to stimulate the learning
creativity and developing an interest in the performing arts for young
people.
Resolved that the applicants be requested to complete the Town Council’s
Grant Application Form – majority decision with one abstention

(2)

To receive the draft Collett Park Guidance and Rules (Policy No 22) in
order to recommend to the Town Council their formal adoption
Resolved to recommend to the Town Council for formal adoption

(3)

To consider and action the transfer of unspent budgeted items from the
General Account to a specified ERM – Ear marked Reserve.
Resolved to transfer by 6 votes to 4 the following unspent budgeted items
to an Ear Marked Reserve
Skate Park
Speed Watch
Cycle Track
Play Equipment

£ 3,500
£ 500
£18,500
£ 5,000
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(4)

To resolve to top up the 2016-17 the already received grant from
Somerset County Council to the Shepton Mallet YMCA
Resolved to provide a further £3.500 in this financial year such money to
be drawn from the Youth Provision Revenue Ear Marked Reserve which
currently stands at £4.206.00

(5)

To resolve to place a sum of £100,000.00 (One Hundred Thousand
pounds) from the Local Projects Capital Earmarked Reserve into the CCLA
Public Sector Deposit Fund (Churches Charities and Local Authorities)
Resolved to defer the decision until the Town Council meets on the 28 th
March 2017
Any decision taken would be based on the Town Clerk being able to
produce further information concerning financial advice and assurances
against the investment company going into liquidation

(6)

To note the conclusions of the Town Clerk’s formal annual appraisal as
carried out by the personnel sub committee.
(a)

Increased working hours from the 1st March 2017 to 27 hours per
week. Home based Monday Office based Tuesday & Wednesday.

(b)

Salary Scale confirmed as SCP 58 (pro-rata)

Noted
(7)

Resolved to purchase the original copy of Artist Francis Farmer’s picture
entitled Shepton Mallet in the sum of £1,100.
Resolved that a working group be formed to consider this suggestion as
well as how the proceeds of the recent sale of pictures would be allocated

(8)

To receive a further explanation as requested to the Collett Festival 2016
Accounts together with the September 2016 Concert Accounts including a
breakdown of the Sponsorship monies.
Received - Papers were tabled showing the :Income & Expenditure for the Collett Festival June 2016 event
Income and Expenditure for the additional concert staged September 2016
Sponsors list showing amounts paid

(9)

To resolve that quotations be sought to secure the services of an Internal
Auditor for a 3 year period commencing 2018.
Resolved that quotations be sought
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P&R13.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

The Town Clerk reminded members that they had agreed earlier in the year
to re-consider providing a grant to the Golden Oldies organisation.
Resolved to make a grant of £50.00

(2)

P&R13.7

The Town Clerk referred members to the fact that he had previously
circulated for information purposes a copy of the Accounts showing Budget
versus Spend up to the end of February 2017

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – 13th June 2017
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Public Session
Mrs Kim Davey
Assistant Fund Raiser for the South West Ambulance Service gave a briefing on how the
Town Council might secure a defibrillator. A unit with an unlocked cabinet costed out at
£18,000 plus vat. A number of questions were asked as to possible locations within the
community.
Mr Robert Goodman
He read a statement a copy of which had been previously distributed to members
electronically where he was bemused by the consultation process in respect to the prison
redevelopment. It would appear that the process detailed on MDC’s Web Site was in fact
not accurate.
Mr Peter Hillman
He thanked the Town Council for the response he had received to date from the Town
Council. He then asked what, if any, progress has been made with:
x
x
x

The Town Improvement Plan
Ensuring coherence of initiatives and activities that will impact on Shepton
Communication with the public regarding the plans – including the Corporate Plan – For
Shepton Mallet”

Mr Simon Davies – District Councillor
He advised the meeting of the latest progress in the distribution of Broadband in Shepton
Mallet.
Mr John Parham – County Councillor
He advised the meeting that both the SCC and MDC had announced their precept figures
for 2017-18 which was in line with the acceptable 2% increase.
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The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to open the
formal meeting by welcoming Mrs Samantha (Sam) Winter the newly appointed Town Council’s
Project Officer.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council Chamber of
Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 28th March 2017 when
the following business was transacted
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey D Towner
Messrs N Chambers S Davies M Hood C Inchley G Kennedy B Miller J Parham R Scott
Shearn and Webb together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole and Mrs Sam Winter
Project Officer
In addition there were 4 members of the public present.

25.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
None

25.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

25.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on the Tuesday 22nd
November 2016
Resolved that Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th January 2017 that
had been previously circulated be taken as read agreed as being a correct record and signed as
such by the Chairman.

25.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public
(i)

24

Mr Neil Watkins
He expressed concern regarding the apparent lack of enforcement by MDC – No
action taken

(ii)

Mrs Kettle
It should be noted that the Town Clerk has not been asked to provide answers to
the questions she raised verbally on the 24/01/17

(iii)

Mr Peter Hillman
The Town Clerk provided responses to the paper in February a copy of which was
circulated to all members

(iv)

Mrs Pat Haskins
She urged to the Town Council to produce its proposed five year plan.
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(v)

Mr Garfield Kennedy
Action was taken to assist Mrs H Reader with the Sunday Market project by
supplying advertising material. The installation of a new Town Centre
Information Board was also being pursued

(vi)

Simon Davies
Proposed date by MDC to give a presentation was yet to be announced
regarding the re-designation of commercial land to that for housing.

(vii)

Mrs Bente Height
Installation of a new bus stop

(viii)

Mr John Parham
Nothing further to comment on

(b)

Reserves Policy

23.6.1

Subject matter concluded
(c)

Investment Account

21.4.g

See 25.6.1
(d)

Town Council – Casual Vacancy

23.4.i

Subject matter concluded
(e)

Street Signage and Ownership of the Town’s Car Parks

23.4.j

(f)

Ground Care Contract

23.6.7

No progress to report on these subject matters
(g)

Sunday Market

23.5

The agreed financial assistance had been provided
(h)

Calendar of Meetings 2017-18

23.6.2

(i)

Collet Park Toilet – Improvements

23.6.5

(j)

Broken Paving Slabs

23.6.6

No progress to report on these subject matters
(k)

Neighbourhood Plan

23.6.8

Verbal report to be given by representatives of the Working Group
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(l)
(m)

Public Meeting – Bus Services
Great War “Celebrations”

23.6.11
23.6.12

No progress to report on these subject matters
(n)

Chamber of Commerce – Christmas Lights

23.7.f

(o)

Shepton Mallet – Royal British Legion Branch

23.7.p

No such meetings has as yet taken place
HSBC – Closure of Branch

(p)

23.11.23

The Town Council to date has not received a response to their letter
Grant Application – Bus Service – Sunday Market

(q)

23.12.2

The Grant Application was unfortunately unsuccessful
25.5

Chairman’s Announcements’
None

25.6

Resolutions
1. To receive an update from the Town Clerk as to where the Town Council might
lodge a sum of money (£100,000) into a specific Deposit Fund
(This subject matter was discussed at last week’s P&R Committee whereby the members wished to
broaden the research as to the most appropriate Deposit Fund available.)

Resolved that as suggested by the Town Clerk that the Town Council would proceed
to seek advice from a Financial Advisor at an approximate charge of £350.00 plus vat
There followed a short discussion as to whether or not the Town Council had indeed
an investment strategy and if it had considered placing its capital to support
alternative schemes/initiatives such as a Community Land Trust (CLT) which would
assist local inhabitants with affordable housing.
Resolved that a Working Group be formed from members of the Policy & Resources
Committee to formulate an Investment Strategy – such group to have as wide a remit
as possible
2. To resolve to accept the recommendation from the Policy & Resources Committee
that the draft Collett Park Guidance and Rules (Policy Number 22) be formally
adopted.
Resolved that the Collett Park Guidance and Rules (Policy Number 22) be formally
adopted
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3. To note the recommendation of the Collett Park Management Committee that the
Collett Park draft 5 Year Plan be formally adopted
Resolved that the Collett Park 5 Year Plan be formally adopted
4. To formally note the proposals within the Mendip District Council (Off Street
Parking Places) Order 2017 dated 23/02/17
Noted
The Town Clerk advised the meeting that he had written an observation of the Open
Spaces Committee to MDC but unfortunately had not received a response.
5. To receive and to note the Town Council’s expenditure for the months of January
and February 2017
Received
A number of questions were asked in respect to detail surrounding items of
expenditure which were answered in full.
The Town Clerk was asked what progress had been made by the Working Group
investigating the terms of the Contract with IdVerde and the Service Level Agreement
with MDC. The response was none due to the fact that the Working Group had failed
to meet.
6. To receive an update of the site meeting with SCC Highways in respect to the
proposed Waterloo Road Crossing
Both Councillors Parham and Hood provided the meeting with the outcome of the
recently held site meeting with SCC Highways. Members were advised that in order to
bring about any changes proposed by SCC it would be necessary to have purposeful
data and evidence that would show that SCC’s data could be questioned. Another tact
was to ensure as many people as possible responded to the consultation about to be
launched by SCC
7. To finalise arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting – 18/04/17
The venue would be the Council Chamber and light refreshments would be available.
The format would be the normal expected at such a meeting i.e. Report from the
Chairman and Minutes of the Previous Annual Meeting. Members suggested that we
invite representatives from a number of local groups to the meeting to give a report
on their activities in the past year. Especially those groups who have received
financial help from the Town Council.
25.7

To receive reports if deemed necessary from the following Town Council Representatives:
(a)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Councillor Lovell gave an update as to the current progress made by the Working Group
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(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)
(m)
(n)
(o)

Youth Club
Urban Forum
Mendip Rocks
Healthwatch Somerset
Chamber of Commerce
MDC CCTV User Group
Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau
Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show
Leisure Centre Committee
Shepton Mallet Carnival Club
Tourist Information Centre
Shepton Mallet Health Campus
Shepton Mallet Twinning Association

BH/SD
SD/BP
JP
RS
SD/NS
NS/TW
BH/CI
GK
JP
JP
MD/TW
DL
DL
DL

(p)

Shepton Mallet Branch of the British Legion

SD

Councillor Davies reported on a fruitful meeting that had been held earlier that day
with a representative from the Royal British Legion (Shepton Mallet Branch) and the
Town Clerk. It was noted that the date for this year’s service would be the 12 th
November 2017
25.8

To receive the Minutes and Notes of the following Committees and Working Groups and to
note the decisions thereto:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

25.9

Town Development and Planning Committee 10/01/17 – 31/01/17 – 21/02/17 – 14/03/17
Collett Park Management Committee 14/02/17
Open Spaces Committee 07/03/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 21/03/17

Correspondence
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)

Mr R Goodhand
Mr R Goodhand
Mr A Ransom
Clerks & Councils
Mrs T Gilbert
South West Councils
The Pensions Regulator
MDC
YMCA
SLCC
Mrs C Lawrence
Zurich Municipal
Mendip
SCC
Mr Peter Hillman
Somerset Savings
St Margaret’s
Mr & Mrs Goodhand
Land Registry

Planning Meeting 18/01/17 – Application 2016/2486/LBC
Town Council’s approach to on street parking
The 100th Anniversary of the Shepton Mallet Cenotaph in 2020
Direct – Issue March 2017 – Issue 110
Theatre Royal Bath Creative Fund
Associate Member News
Notification – One Month to go
MDC (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2017
Report 2017
11th Practitioners’ Conference 2017 Programme
Chairman SCC Invitation Somerset Day 11/07/17
Insurance Renewal Quote
Community Transport 15th Birthday Celebrations 13/04/7
Shepton Mallet Youth Club – End of Year Report
The Shepton Mallets – Questions
Credit Union
Seeking a donation for its funds
Ref: Prison Development Appeal
Customer Support
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(20)
(21)
(22)
(23)
(24)

Grant Thornton
Proludic
HMRC
RUH Bath
Mendip Society

Annual Audit 2017 Documentation
Playground Equipment
Vat Repayment
Insight Magazine Spring 2017
Newsletter – Issue 149 – Spring 2017

25.10 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

To note the dates for the Annual Audit 2017

BP

It was noted that the Annual Return would need to be lodged with the external
auditors by the 19th June 2017
25.11 Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Annual Town Assembly 18/04/11
Town Development & Planning Committee – 04/04/17 – 25/04.17
Collett Park Management Committee – 11/04/17
Cenotaph Charity Committee – 22/08/17
Open Spaces – 23/05/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 13/06/17
Annual Meeting of the Town Council – 09/05/17
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One member of the public was present.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 4th April 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and D Towner (7.20pm) Messrs M Lovell N Chambers
and N Shearn together with Admin Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP33.1 Apologies for absence
None.
TDP33.2 Declarations of Interest
None.
TDP33.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 14th March 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 14th March 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such
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TDP33.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration
17/0462 T1 – Ash – Fell dead tree T2 – Ash – Fell dead tree T3
Bo Walsh
– Yew – Fell because of excessive shading of flower
border T4 – Cherry – Fell because of smothering by
neighbouring birch T5 – Foxglove Tree – Fell dead
tree.

Members unanimously
did not support this
application due to
opposing the felling of
the yew tree. They
agreed to the felling of
Field Farm Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet BA4 trees 1, 2 & 5. They were
opposed to the felling of
4LX
tree 3 and are unhappy
with the proposed felling
of tree 4.

16/2610 Application for variation of condition 6 (works to Approval already given
Anna Clark
improve pedestrian access at the primary vehicular by MDC.
access point from the A37 into the courtyard car
park) following grant of planning permission
2012/0565 (amended plan and condition wording
3/3/17).
Kilver Court Kilver Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5NF
16/2611 Application for variation of condition 2 (works to Approval already given
Anna Clark
improve pedestrian access at the primary vehicular by MDC.
access point from the A37 into the courtyard car
park) following grant of planning permission
2014/1216/VRC (amended plan and condition
wording 3/3/17).
Kilver Court Kilver Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5NF
17/0623 Crown reduction of birch trees in a conservation Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
area.
supported this
application.
Park Farm House Forum Lane Shepton Mallet BA4
5JL
16/2835 Proposed single storey rear extension.
Oliver
Marigold

6 Willow Drive Shepton Mallet BA4 5JU

17/0508 Two storey side extension.
Oliver
Marigold

21 Westfield Shepton Mallet BA4 5TY

Members unanimously
supported this
application.

Members unanimously
supported this
application.
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17/0510 Row of trees (mixed species, 14 items). Reduce row Members supported this
Bo Walsh
of trees back away from main building to give a application, 4 votes for
clearance of up to 3 metres. Fell small group of self and 2 against.
seeded Goat willow to rear of building.
1 Mendip Avenue Shepton Mallet BA4 4PE
17/0657 Conversion and extension of garage into residential Members unanimously
James
dwelling.
supported this
U’Dell
application.
Land to Rear of 52 High Street Shepton Mallet BA4
5AS
TDP33.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/0343

The Cemetery Waterloo Road
Shepton Mallet BA4 5HE

Supported

TPO not required
16/03/17

17/0225
17/0226

Woodlands Farmhouse
Brewery Lane Shepton Mallet
BA4 5QD

Supported

Approved with
conditions 15/03/17

17/0230

Jephelyn 7 Princes Road
Shepton Mallet BA4 5HL

Supported

TPO not required
13/03/17

17/0008

36 Little Brooks Lane Shepton
Mallet BA4 4BW

Supported

Approved with
conditions 23/03/17

TDP33.6 Planning Applications Withdrawn
17/0136 – 17-17A High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AA
TDP33.7 Appeal Decision
Ref: APP/TPO/Q3305/5228 – 2 Maxwell Road, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5RF – Appeal Dismissed
TDP33.8 Tree Preservation Order
Shepton Mallet No. 58 (2016) Land West of Cannards Grave Road, North of Ridge Lane, East
of Compton Road, Shepton Mallet (M1339) – confirmed 09/03/17.
TDP33.9 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None.
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TDP33.10 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 25th April 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.
Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
Mr Simon Davies

He spoke in respect to Agenda Item 11.5.3 when he indicated that in his
view the introduction of legitimate cycling in the park should be totally
rejected. The Park was in the main a safe environment and allowing
cycling would present all sorts of difficulties.

Mrs Jeannette Marsh

She also spoke on Agenda Item 11.5.3 where she in the main echoed
the words of the previous speaker
She also hoped that the local residents would be fully consulted when it
came to any proposed changes undertaken in the park. She linked this
with the words “feasibility study” that was on the agenda as she had not
heard of this “initiative” An explanation was given to the fact that this
subject matter was in it’s early stages and a fuller update would form
part of the meeting

Mrs Judy Bartlett

She asked when was it planned to hold a further meeting of the Collett
Park Working Group. She was anxious to see some progress on the
proposed pricing structure for commercial users of the park. She was
advised that the general subject pricing for commercial activities in the
park were due to be discussed

Mrs Christina Kennedy

updated the members on the outcome of this year’s Snowdrop Festival.
She then gave an outline (copies of which had been circulated to the
committee members just prior to the meeting with a copy being
attached to these minutes) as to the proposed plans and financial
commitments for the next planting season

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee that
was held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road
Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 11th April 2017 commencing at 7.00 pm when the following business
was transacted
Present:

G Kennedy (Chairman) Mrs D Towner Messrs N Chambers M Hood M Lovell R Scott
together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole.
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There were five members of the public also in attendance four of which were town
councillors namely Cllrs Bartlett Davies Height and Marsh
CP11.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
Councillors Mrs D Losey and Mr T Webb

CP11.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

CP11.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee held
on Tuesday 14th February 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee held on Tuesday
14th February 2017 as previously circulated be taken as read agreed as being a correct
record and signed as such by the chairman

CP11.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public

CP10

Nothing
(b)

Events in Collett Park – Collett Café

CP10.5.1.a

Mrs J Murray was advised as to the decision
(c)

Drifters Club

CP10.5.1.b

The members have abandoned the idea of a shelter and in its stead
they have decided to purchase a bench seat as a memorial to one of
their past members.
(d)

Openreach Permission

CP10.5.1.c

Concluded
(e)
(f)

Midsomer Norton & Radstock Silver Band
Paulton Concert Band

CP10.5.2
CP10.5.3

Both advised of the Council’s decision
(g)

Drainage Pipe

CP10.5.4

Repair now undertaken
(h)

Collett Park Easement Peppercorn Rents

CP10.5.5

Being currently pursued
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(i)

Draft Guidance & Rules

CP10.5.6

Approved by Full Council
(j)

5 Year Plan

CP10.5.7

Approved by Full Council
(k)

Feasibility Study Specification

CP10.5.8

(l)

Bouncy Castle – Collett Café

CP10.6.1

Confirmation and conditions confirmed to Mrs Jo Murray
(m)

Parents of Mendip School Fun Run

CP10.6.2

Confirmation sent and insurance cover has been received
(n)

The Butterfly Memorial Garden

CP10.6.3

The Council’s decision has been relayed to Mrs Cairns
CP11.5

Resolutions
(1)

To receive a report on the scheduled contractual works for the year 2016
As the said report had not been received from IdVerde the matter was deferred

(2)

To receive a report on the scheduled contractual works for the months of
January to March 2017
As the said report had not been received from IdVerde the matter was deferred

(3)

To consider what steps can be taken with regard to the provision of the cycle
track (aka The Strawberry Line)
Resolved that the subject of the Strawberry Line be transferred to the Open
Spaces Committee.
Resolved that any discussions relating to the granting of permission to cycling in
the Park was far to premature

(4)

To receive an update on the proposed Feasibility Study for the Park
It was noted that to date two such companies had indicated a willingness to be
considered as the preferred contractor and had indeed submitted costings and
suggestions. Both companies had met representatives of the Committee. Members
were reminded that a third company was due to also respond.
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(5)

To review the approved Collett Park 5 Year Management Plan in order to update
and/or amend the stated actions within the plan
SHORT TERM ACTIONS

ACTIONED

Establish Friends of Collett Park

Agreed to set in motion 11/04/17
by agenda item 11.5.6

Feasibility Study into pavilion and review Invitations to three companies to
provide Landscaped Architectural
of energy costs
Designs – two received to date

Annual Tree Survey

2017 Instructions given in March

Review Signs at each Entrance

Agreed to set in motion by seeking
fresh designs from IdVerde
11/04/17 by agenda item 11.5.6

Review planting
entrances

schemes

at

Wildlife and Biodiversity audit

Park Provisional discussions held with
Shepton
Mallet
Horticultural
Society in respect to additional
snowdrop planting

Assistance offered by IdVerde and
accepted

Review Litter Bins quality and positioning Actioned initially by the office by
way of ordering two animal styled
bins for the Children’s Play Area
MEDIUM TERM ACTIONS

Installation of a MUGA

ACTIONED

Provisional Drawings presented to
members

Maximise the amount of events in Collett Instigation of a 2017 Programme
Park
when a number of events have
been planned to take place
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(6)

To resolve to instigate a “Friends of Collett Park” Group and to provide a
mandate for such a group
Resolved that such a group be instigated as soon as feasibly possible

CP11.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

Business Rates
It was noted that Mendip District Council had written to confirm that the 15%
discretionary grant had been given

(2)

Play Inspection Reports
It was confirmed that after some discussion the receipt of regular Play Inspection
Reports were being received.

(3)

The Drifters Boat Club
It was noted that a memorial seat was now going to be installed in the park
overlooking the Lake

(4)

The Park Café Concert on the 14th May 2017
Concerns were expressed as to whether or not the proprietor of the Café who was
promoting this event had in fact secured all of the required licences.
It was agreed that the Town Clerk should organise a meeting as soon as possible
with Mrs Jo Murray and the Town Council in order to resolve going forward with a
formal Agreement. The Town Clerk to also advise the current ice cream
concessionaire as to the 2017 season.

(5)

Risk Assessments and Insurance Details
The Town Clerk advised the members that details were as a standard practice now
required from each of the Park Users for each of the events being organised.
Theses documents to comprise of Insurance with an appropriate level of Public
Liability and an appropriate Risk Assessment

(6)

Rats
It was noted there that has been an increased level of rat activity around the lake
and asked that steps be taken to employ the services of the rodent officer

CP11.7

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 20th June 2017
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Minutes of the Annual Assembly of Shepton Mallet Town Council that was held on Tuesday 18th April
2017 at the Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet when the
following business was transacted
PRESENT

Mr Martin Lovell Town Council Chairman Mr Bruce Poole Town Clerk and Mrs Paula
Robertson Administrative Officer Mrs Sam Winter Projects Officer
Council Members in support were Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey J Marsh D
Towner Messrs N Chambers S Davies * M Hood * G Kennedy B Miller J Parham R
Scott and N Shearn.
x

Both Councillors arrived at the meeting at 8.30 pm having had attended a Skate
Park tender’s appraisal beforehand

In addition to the undermentioned speakers and the Town Councillors recorded
some 8 members of the public were in attendance.
1.

Welcome by the Chairman
The Town Council Chairman Mr Martin Lovell duly welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting.

2.

Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting held on the 19th April 2016
It was agreed that as the Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting had been previously widely
circulated it was resolved that they be taken as read.
Resolved that the Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting held on the 19th April be signed as a
true record of what took place.

3.

Chairman’s Report
Officers and Councillors
I report on the 2nd year of the current Shepton Mallet Town Council.
During the year we sadly received resignations from fellow Councillors Matt Drew and Jill Weston,
the latter through ill health. We thank both Councillors for their considerable contributions whilst
members of the Council and Jill Weston in particular for her work on the Neighbourhood Plan.
These resignations created vacancies which were filled via by-elections.
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As a result of these Mark Hood and Billy Miller have now joined the Council. We are already
benefiting in particular from the fact that Mark is currently embarking on a career in the Legal
Profession and the informed opinion full of insight that he is able to bring to Council matters!
We have continued to enjoy the benefit of the service of Bruce Poole our Town Clerk, and especially
as Bruce has been enabled to devote more of his time to his work in Shepton. We thank Paula
Robertson, the Council’s Administrative Officer, for her work given at all times unstintingly. At the
beginning of the year we also had the services of Carol Octon, the Council’s Project Officer. Carol
sadly decided to leave us during the year, but not before she had completed some excellent work,
especially in respect of the as yet incomplete skate park project. I am pleased to report on the
appointment of Samantha Winter as Carol’s successor and very much welcome Sam to the office
team.
Allotments
The Town Council operates and manages 92 allotment plots on four sites within the Town, located
at Hitchen Lane and Whitstone Road. The “Best Kept Allotment Awards” are judged during July and
presented in October. I thank Councillors Deborah Losey and Robin Scott in particular for the time
they have given to do the judging and for their support of this aspect of the Council’s work.
The Council is currently in the process of approving an initiative to set up a currently vacant
allotment on the Hitchen Lane site as a communal space for the benefit of all the allotment holders
on that site.
Events
The annual Collett Day Festival came in the new format of a 3-day event (10th – 12th June) for which
the Council is required to apply for a full Premises Licence. This included a ticketed open air concert
on the Friday evening, the Saturday festival day with free evening concert plus a children’s fun day
on the Sunday, all events very well attended. It co-incided with national celebrations of the Queen’s
90th birthday, not only the theme of the festival but also reflected in other events happening in the
town. Problems with the sound system hindered the Friday evening event which prompted a
decision to promote a replacement concert, free to all ticket holders, on Friday 16 th September,
which was also very well supported, to the extent that a regular September event is being
considered. It is pleasing to report that not only were these events well supported but were able to
demonstrate a more robust financial underpinning through a combination of the sponsorship that
the organisers had attracted, the establishment of a ticketed event and, as always, the fees paid by
commercial operators of food and drink provisions who are always happy to be part of these
events. Many thanks are again due to Councillor Garfield Kennedy and the team of people which he
has painstakingly built up and who worked tirelessly with him in order to make these the successful
events that they were and continue to be.
I thank Councillor Simon Davies for his work in co-ordinating a series of events in the town in
celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday, some of which co-incided with the Collett Festival week
end.
This year has been an opportunity to take stock of and also to welcome new festival celebrations to
the town calendar, all of which have received the support of the Town Council and all of which are
already attracting interest not only from Shepton Mallet residents but which are also attracting
support from outside the town. These include:
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The establishment of a highly successful monthly Sunday market attracting both immense support
and a wide range of available merchandise.
The annual switching on of the Christmas lights.
The December Lantern Parade, where those taking part parade from Collett Park to the Town
Square carrying paper and willow illuminated lanterns that they have made in a sequence of
workshops leading up to the parade.
The inaugural Snowdrop Festival held over the weekend of 17th to 19th February in celebration of
Shepton Mallet resident James Allen who lived from 1830 - 1906, self-taught horticulturalist and the
first person ever to breed new varieties from wild snowdrops.
The Festival of Dogs, due to take place in Collett Park this year on Sunday 30 th April.
The Town’s Remembrance Service first at the Cenotaph and following that in the church of St. Peter
and St. Paul is well supported and is seen, quite rightly, as a Town Council event with all Councillors
expected to attend.
Planning Applications
The Town Council in a cycle of 3 weekly meetings of its Town Planning and Development Committee
have continued to make recommendations on all planning applications within the parish boundary
and others which would affect the town. Many of these accorded with the planning decisions made
by Mendip District Council, though some did not. The development which has attracted and will
continue to attract the greatest attention is the plan to develop the prison site. On several
occasions this year members of the committee have attended Mendip District Council’s Planning
Board in order to present the Town Council’s recommendations on specific applications.
Neighbourhood Plan
Following Councillor Jill Weston’s leaving the Council, a group of Councillors has continued the work
towards the town’s Neighbourhood Plan including meeting with a consultant who has worked with
us before. It needs to be stressed a Neighbourhood Plan is a whole town initiative. The Town
Council can take a leading role in this, but it is not a Town Council-only project and the work on the
Plan needs to attract volunteers from the community in order to take things forward.
Other projects
Work on the Skate park/BMX Track at West Shepton Playing Fields has been held up for a number
of reasons. We look forward to being able to take this forward especially now that Sam Winter, our
new Project Officer, is in position.
The Town Council has continued to support the Chamber of Commerce with provision of the
Christmas lighting displays. I thank Councillor Simon Davies for his work as link with the Chamber of
Commerce and especially with the organisation of the switch on event at the beginning of
December.
The Town Council has continued to support CCTV provision in the town.
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Supporting the Community
We have supported groups, events and projects of all sizes within the community and granted
financial support to valued organisations such as the Citizens Advice Bureau, Tourist Information
Centre, Mendip Community Transport Shepton Mallet Carnival and The Mid-Somerset Show as well
as small grants to local clubs. We regularly support the Town Twining Association.
Collett Park
Collett Park remains the biggest area of responsibility, with maintenance through our ground care
contract through Mendip District Council as well as the Council being the Trustee of the Charity that
hold ownership of the park.
The Council has continued to be supportive of the cafe in the park, now in its 2nd year of operation
and a considerable enhancement of the park’s amenities. We are looking to make this arrangement
more formal in respect of setting up a contract.
Assets
I reported last year that the Council was looking at some of its long-term assets and in particular 3
paintings on its asset register for which appropriate disposal was being considered following
consultation with the community.
I am happy to report that these 3 items were successfully sold at auction during the year and the
proceeds put aside for community use.
4

Presentations
Mrs Helen Reader – Shepton Mallet Sunday Market
She gave the meeting an account of her journey from being originally a Friday Suitcase Marketeer
to instigating the Sunday Market and lastly opening a shop in the Town. It was clear from her
account that without determination and tenacity the whole initiative would not have got off the
ground. She thanked Mendip District Council and Shepton Mallet Town Council for their support
and to the people of Shepton Mallet for their massive encouragement. A number of questions were
asked at the conclusion at which she was warmly thanked.
Mr Dominic Weston – The 2017 Snowdrop Festival
He explained on the work that had gone on in the background to make this project the success that
it turned out to be. Again support was given by the Town Council IdVerde and Mendip District
Council. A huge amount of bulbs was planted and plans were well in advance to continue planting
for the next few years so that eventually Shepton Mallet will become the home of the Snowdrop.
He emphasised that this aspiration was important to achieve in order to highlight the amazing work
that John Allen who during his lifetime lived in Highfield House. He had succeeded in carrying out by
the sourcing the originals cultivars and then subsequently by cross pollination produced many of
the types found in the present day.
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Maj.General Ray Pett and Mr Albert Owen.
From a prepared script Maj.General Pett the President of the League of Friends of Shepton Mallet
Community Hospital gave a situation report on the proposed Shepton Mallet Health and Wellbeing
Campus. A copy is included herewith
“We were very pleased when Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group - the CCG - approved the
development of a new and exciting Health Campus to be built on the site of Shepton Mallet
Community Hospital and the Shepton Mallet Treatment Centre. This development is included in the
CCG’s recent Sustainability and Transformation Plan. That Plan was written and published by the
CCG along with the County Council and the three NHS Foundation Trusts involved, and clearly
identifies Shepton Mallet Campus Development as a Critical Decision, to achieve capital funding for
rebuilding within 12 months, together with revenue support for the service.
This means that we are in the fortunate position of being the only community hospital, of 13 in
Somerset, with a guaranteed future, albeit with fewer beds. There are, however, some negative
aspects.
The Town Council was told by the Chairman of the Campus Project Board in October 2014 that,
once the new Health Campus was built in some years’ time - by when new models of community
care were expected to be in place - the total number of beds would be reduced by half (mitigated to
some extent by two new medical examination beds and two ambulatory care chairs), and there
would no longer be dedicated stroke rehabilitation beds here.
We were then shocked to learn last July that the cuts would be imposed instead on 1st January this
year, before the Campus had even been designed, let alone built, and before any alternative homebased care was in place or even formulated. This would mean, among other things, that Mendip
would no longer have inpatient stroke rehabilitation beds, but we will retain the very successful
Early Supported Discharge scheme for stroke patients - ESD.
In fact, the introduction of the excellent ESD service now means that nearly 50% of patients can be
discharged from acute hospitals, to be cared for at home by an excellent team of nurses, therapists
and other experts, rather than in community hospitals like ours. We have now lost our community
hospital stroke inpatient beds, but they are no longer available in Taunton or Sedgemoor District
either. The ESD service represents a substantial investment (over £1 million a year) and the CCG had
to find sources of funding to contribute to the new and successful ESD service. The demand for
community hospital beds was reducing at both Williton and Shepton Mallet, hence the decision to
close temporarily a further ten beds (four in Shepton Mallet and six in Williton) from January 2017.
In July, the CCG Managing Director conceded that there had been a failure to notify the public about
the early closures and agreed to convene an early meeting to discuss the issues, which I attended.
At the meeting on 12th August, Care UK, the lead provider, proposed that Care UK - which runs the
Treatment Centre - and Somerset Partnership NHS Trust - which runs the Community Hospital would ensure that Shepton Mallet patients would be admitted to our Community Hospital as soon
as possible, by retaining all the closed beds and by making use of Somerset Partnership’s flexible
annual contract with the CCG to transfer staff from other community hospitals in the county if
necessary. This is not yet happening, however - most Shepton patients since 1st January have been
admitted to other hospitals, and most patients in our hospital have been from other parts of
Mendip. The League of Friends is in talks with Care UK, which took on the lead provider
responsibility only on 1st April 2017, to establish a satisfactory position.
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Another disappointment is that, despite the League of Friends (not, note, the Trust) paying for the
two medical assessment beds which were supposed to compensate in part for the loss of manned,
overnight, beds, they still cannot be used fully, as the Trust has yet to purchase and commission the
necessary equipment to allow GPs to examine patients properly. The beds are in use three days a
week and I have ben assured that the full service will be operational soon.
Overall, I remain hopeful about the long-term prospects for the Health Campus but disappointed by
the early implementation of the considerable cuts, without any of the long-term benefits yet.”
Then Mr Albert Owen Chairman of the League of Friends and a member of the Health Campus
Project Board briefed the gathering on the Campus developments
The Town Council Chairman then suggested a break in the proceedings so that those present could
avail themselves of the refreshments that had been provided by the Town Council through the good
offices of the Administration Officer Mrs Paula Roberts.
Mr Ken Smith – Shepton Mallet Twinning Association
He outlined the history of the Twinning Association where the first overseas visit took palace in
1961 some 54 years ago. This was with Misburg in Germany. Latterly they also twinned with Bollnäs
in Gävleborg County, Sweden; and Oissel sur Seine in Haute-Normandie, France. The connection
with Sweden appears to have fallen off in recent years but the other two twinning associations in
Germany and France are still very much to the fore. Shepton Mallet and Misburg meet up with
reciprocal visits every two years out a pattern of four. The Seine in Haute-Normandie Association
meets every other year. Mr Smith emphasised that his colleagues were very much appreciative of
the support it receives from Shepton Mallet Town Council.
Mr Rhys Davies – Somerset Micro-enterprise Project
A passionate and enthusiastic presentation was given when Rhys gave a detailed description on the
work of this organisation. It was run in partnership with Somerset County Council and Community
Catalysts. The project officer offers free support advice and information to people who have an idea
for a small local service (called a micro-enterprise) that supports or cares for people in their
community.
Theses services could support older people to:
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Live independently at home
Live a full life and keep well
Maintain or make new relationships
Get around in their community
Go shopping……and a whole lot more

The Project can help by:
¾ By offering advice and practical information on everything from regulation to training and
sources of funding plus directing people to other organisations
¾ Help to connect people with people who need services
¾ Listen to peoples ideas and give friendly and supportive feedback
He

concluded by giving the audience
rhys.davies@communitycatalysts.co.uk

his

contact

details

07595

411945

and
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At the conclusion of the evening the Chairman thanked the office staff for the arrangements that
had been made for what he described as being very successful Annual Town Assembly. He thanked
those who made excellent presentations- the councillors present for their support and finally the
audience present.
5.

Public Questions
As questions had been asked throughout the meeting the Chairman formally brought to meeting to
a close.
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 25th April 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames B Height D Losey and D Towner Messrs M Lovell N Chambers and N
Shearn together with Town Clerk Mr Bruce Poole

TDP34.1

Apologies for absence
Mrs J D Bartlett and Mr T Webb

TDP34.2

Declarations of Interest
None.

TDP34.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 4th April 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 4th April 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read
approved and signed as such

TDP34.4

Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/0700 Ground floor rear extension and extension of main Members agreed to
Lorna Elstob roof hipped end.
approve the application
25 Old Wells Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5XN
17/0537 The addition of a dormer in South roof slope.
Lorna Elstob

Members agreed to
approve the application

51 Compton Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5QT
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17/0322 Side extension to garage.
Lorna Elstob

Members agreed to
approve the application

121 Whitstone Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5PS

17/0706 Application to substitute the approved drawing
Conrad
F1257/100B with revised drawing F1257/100D on
Rodzaj
planning permission 2015/1683/FUL to include the
addition of a traditional roof lantern over the kitchen
area.

Members agreed to
recommend refusal as
the proposals were out
of keeping with the
local area and the
development
over
The Coach House Brewmaster Buildings Lower intrusive
Charlton Trading Estate Martins Lane Shepton Mallet
BA4 5QE

17/0755 Demolition of existing single storey rear and side Members agreed by a
Carlton
extension and replacement with proposed two and majority decision to
Langford
single storey rear extension.
approve the application
Cllrs Height & Losey
2 Collett Avenue Shepton Mallet BA4 5PL
voted against
17/0614 Alterations to rear extension to facilitate change of Members
agreed
Rob Palmer
use from B1 to D1.
unanimously
to
recommend refusal on
Highfield House Mendip District Council Offices the grounds that it was
Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet
yet another
Loss of a business use
and were of the view
that the change was
inappropriate

17/0825 Pruning of single yew tree in rear garden.
Bo Walsh

Members
agreed
subject to the Tree
considered
Judges Court 3A Waterloo Road Shepton Mallet BA4 Officer’s
opinion that the action
5HG
was necessary

17/0827 First floor side extension over existing footprint.
Lorna Elstob

Members agreed to
approve the application

51 Whitstone Rise Shepton Mallet BA4 5QA
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17/0645 Division of a large single dwelling into two separate
James
dwellings, provision of detached garage for each
U’Dell
dwelling, landscaping to form separate gardens,
parking and amenity space for each dwelling.
Improvements to vehicular access to/from the B3136.

Members agreed to
approve the application
subject to Highways
approving the access
arrangements

3 West Shepton Shepton Mallet BA4 5EB

17/0913 Proposed pruning of a group of Ash Trees – prune
Bo Walsh
back by 3-4m the largest lateral branches on the North
East side (extending over the neighbouring property –
Masonic Lodge B&B)

Members
agreed
subject to the Tree
Officer’s
considered
opinion that the action
was necessary

Flat 3 St Sales House Draycott Road Shepton Mallet
BA4 5HS
17/0933 Erection of single storey rear extension.
Daniel
Foster

TDP34.5

Members agreed to
approve the application

Badgers Holt Forum Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5JL

Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/0261
17/0262

14 Great Ostry Shepton Mallet
BA4 5TT

Supported

Approved with
conditions 29/03/17

17/0202
17/0288

65 High Street Shepton Mallet
BA4 5AH

Not consulted

Approved 30/03/17
(APP)

17/0611/CNT

Highfield House Mendip
District Council Cannards
Grave Road Shepton Mallet
BA4 5BT

Supported

No objection
29/03/17

16/2610

Kilver Court Kilver Street
Shepton Mallet BA4 5NF

Supported

Approved with
conditions 31/03/17

16/2611

Kilver Court Kilver Street
Shepton Mallet BA4 5NF

Supported

Approved with
conditions 31/03/17
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16/3147

Land Adj. to 25 The Sidings
Shepton Mallet BA4 5FJ

Supported

Approved with
conditions 04/04/17

17/0462

Field Farm Cannards Grave Not supported
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 4LX

TPO not required
07/04/17

17/0377

1 Willow Drive Shepton Mallet
BA4 5JU

Not supported

Refused 11/04/17

17/0359

32 Charlton Road Shepton
Mallet BA4 5PA

Not supported

Approved with
conditions 11/04/17

TDP34.6 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
TDP34.7 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

164 | P a g e

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 343984
Email: TownClerk@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of an Extraordinary meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council
Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 25th April
2017 when the following business was transacted
Present :

26.1

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames D Losey D Towner Messrs N
Chambers S Davies M Hood C Inchley G Kennedy N Shearn and Webb together with
the Town Clerk Mr B Poole and Mrs Sam Winter Project Officer
To resolve that the public are excluded from the meeting due to the confidential
nature of the matters to be discussed relating to commercial contractual
arrangements of tender documentation under items 26.2 and 26.3 inclusive.
Resolved that due to the confidential nature of the undermentioned business both the
press and the public be excluded from the meeting.

26.2

To resolve that the Council will enter into a contract with the named successful
skatepark contractor in respect of a design and build contract for West Shepton
skatepark at a cost of £125,000.
Resolved that Shepton Mallet Town Council will enter into a contract with Maverick
Industries in respect of a design and build contract for West Shepton skatepark at a
cost of £125,000.

26.3

To resolve that the Council will delegate authority to the Town Clerk to sign the
contract on behalf of the Council once financial and pre-contractual matters are in
place.
Resolved that the Town Clerk is given delegated authority to sign the contract on
behalf of Shepton Mallet Town Council as soon as the financial and pre-contractual
matters are put into place.
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Public Session
Mr N Watkins
He intimated that he wished to personally thank the Town Council for granting
permission to his organisation for allowing them to stage the second Festival of
Dogs. As was the case the previous year it was a very successful day and o ne that
the local organisers would wish to repeat again in 2018.
Mrs Jeanette Marsh
She gave a brief up-date of the work undertaken to date by the local organising
committee with respect to the initiative Armistice 100. A number of questions were
asked regarding some of detail to which she provided an answer.
Without giving the usual customary and courteous prior notification to the Town
Clerk she raised the subject of the Ice Cream Con cession. She indicated that she
was aghast of what appeared to be taking place and stated that she considered it
“cowardly of the Town Clerk to bring such a concession arrangement to an end by
way of an e-mail”.
Mrs Bente Height
Also spoke in the same vein regarding the alleged actions taken by the Town Clerk.
Mrs Licata
Also known locally as the wife of the Ice Cream Concessionaire Mr Carmelo. She
provided the meeting with a dialogue of the actions taken by her and her husband
in dealing with the concession over the last few years and what had taken place in
recent months.
The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to
open the meeting formal meeting by welcoming everyone to the Town Council’s Annual
Meeting.

Town Clerk
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He made a request that he might speak briefly regarding the statement made in the public
session to the meeting by Mrs Jeannette Marsh in respect to Mr Licata and the Ice Cream
Concession.
The request was granted and he proceeded to express his surprise that by convention of the
Town Council that a statement was made on a subject that he had not been previously advised
would be raised. He deprecated the manner in which the subject matter had been raised
without the speaker having the knowledge of the facts or indeed had sought to be made
aware of the facts prior to speaking. He stated that he found the comment that he was
“cowardly” was not only a misrepresentation of the truth but was also tantamount to
impugning his integrity and professionalism
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the
Council Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on
Tuesday 9th March 2017 when the following business was transacted
Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey J
Marsh and D Towner Messrs N Chambers S Davies M Hood C Inchley G
Kennedy B Miller J Parham R Scott Shearn and Webb together with the Town
Clerk Mr B Poole and Mrs Paula Robertson Admin Officer

Present :

In addition there were 7 members of the public present.
27.1

To elect a Chairman
Councillor M Lovell was the only nomination received and as such was declared duly
elected

27.2

To receive a Statutory Declaration of Office
He then proceeded to state before the meeting of his willingness to serve as Chairman of
the Town Council and to sign the formal declaration thereof.

27.3

To receive any apologies for non attendance
All members were declared to be present

27.4

To receive any declarations of interest
None

27.5

To elect a Vice Chairman
Two such nominations were that of Councillor M Hood and Councillor Mrs D Towner.
Councillor Towner indicated her unwillingness to be considered and as a consequence of
that decision Councillor Mark Hood was declared as being the Vice Chairman of the Town
Council.
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27.6

To Elect the following Committees
The Town Council Chairman and Vice Chairman being ex-officio with full voting rights.
POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE (9 + Chairman & Vice Chairman)
Councillor N Chambers
Councillor Mrs J Bartlett
Councillor M Hood (VC)
Councillor C Inchley
Councillor G Kennedy
Councillor M Lovell (C)
Councillor Mrs J Marsh
Councillor J Parham
Councillor R T Scott
Councillor N Shearn
Councillor Mrs D Towner
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (6 + Chairman & Vice Chairman)
Councillor N Chambers
Councillor S Davies
Councillor M Hood (VC)
Councillor C Inchley
Councillor Mrs D Losey
Councillor M Lovell (C)
Councillor N Shearn
Councillor Mrs D Towner
TOWN DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING (6 + Chairman & Vice Chairman)
Councillor Mrs J Bartlett
Councillor N Chambers
Councillor M Hood (VC)
Councillor Mrs D Losey
Councillor M Lovell (C) - Chairman
Councillor Mrs J Marsh
Councillor N Shearn
Councillor T Webb
COLLETT PARK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (7 + Chairman & Vice Chairman)
Councillor Mrs J Bartlett
Councillor N Chambers
Councillor S Davies
Councillor M Hood (VC)
Councillor G Kennedy
Councillor M Lovell (C)
Councillor B Miller
Councillor Mrs D Towner
Councillor T Webb
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CENOTAPH CHARITY COMMITTEE (5 + Chairman & Vice Chairman)
Councillor M Hood (VC)
Councillor C Inchley
Councillor G Kennedy
Councillor M Lovell (C)
Councillor J Parham
Councillor N Shearn
Councillor T Webb
GRIEVANCE & COMPLAINTS COMMITTEE
Chairman SMTC
1
2
3

Councillor M Lovell
Councillor Mrs J Bartlett
Councillor G Kennedy
Councillor Mrs D Towner

APPEALS COMMITTEE
Vice-Chairman SMTC
1
2
3
27.6

Councillor M Hood
Councillor Mrs J Marsh
Councillor J Parham
Councillor N Shearn

To propose Representatives to the following Town Organisations
REPRESENTATIVES ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
TBC
TBC
TBC
YOUTH CLUB REPRESENTATIVES
Councillor Mrs B Height
Councillor S Davies
REPRESENTATIVE ON HEALTHWATCH SOMERSET
Councillor R Scott
REPRESENTATIVES ON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Councillor S Davies
Councillor N Shearn
REPRESENTATIVES ON MDC CCTV USER GROUP
Councillor N Shearn
Councillor T Webb
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REPRESENTATIVES ON MENDIP CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Councillor Mrs B Height
Councillor Mrs J Marsh
REPRESENTATIVE ON MENDIP COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
Councillor G Kennedy
REPRESENTATIVE ON MID SOMERSET SHOW
Councillor J Parham
REPRESENTATIVE ON LEISURE CENTRE COMMITTEE
Councillor J Parham
REPRESENTATIVES ON SHEPTON MALLET CARNIVAL CLUB
Councillor G Kennedy
Councillor T Webb
REPRESENTATIVES ON TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
Councillor Mrs D Losey
Councillor Mrs D Towner
REPRESENTATIVE ON SHEPTON MALLET UNITED CHARITIES
TBC
TBC
REPRESENTATIVE ON HEALTH CAMPUS
Councillor Mrs D Losey
REPRESENTATIVE ON SHEPTON MALLET TOWN TWINNING
Councillor Mrs D Losey
REPRESENTATIVE ON ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Councillor S Davies
REPRESENTATIVE ON STRAWBERRY LINE
Councillor G Kennedy
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27.7

To re-adopt the Council’s Corporate Policy
Resolved that the Town Council’s Corporate Policy be re-adopted

27.8

To re-approve the Council's Asset Register
Resolved to re-approve the Town Council’s Asset Register

27.9

To review the Council’s Insurance Policy
Resolved that this matter be deferred to the Policy & Resources Committee for closer
examination

27.10

To approve the Council's Bank Mandate for Unity Trust Bank Ltd
Resolved that the signing of cheques and approval of on-line transactions should be from
any two councillors who are currently signatories to the Unity Trust Bank Ltd plus the Town
Clerk Deputy Town Clerk and Office Manager (not to sign cheques) but to have the
availability of discussing matters directly with the Bank

27.11

To receive the Parish Council's Financial Statement for the year ending 31 st March 2017
(a) To approve the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 st March 2017
(b) To approve the Annual Governance Statement
(c) To review the effectiveness of the internal audit
Resolved that due to the securing a dispensation until the 19 th June because of the
Internal Auditor’s visit not taking place until 8th June 2017 that this matter be deferred to a
later meeting of the Town Council

27.12

To re-appoint the Town Clerk as the Council's Responsible Financial Officer
Resolved that the Town Clerk be re-appointed the Town Council’s Responsible Financial
Officer

27.13

To re-affirm acceptance of The Audit and Account Regulations 2011 (England)
Regulations 2011 (SI 2011 No 817)
Resolved to affirm acceptance of the Audit and Account Regulations 2011 (England)
Regulations 2011 (SI 2011 No 817)

27.14

To re-adopt the Town Council’s Publication Scheme and confirm the Town Council’s
Qualified Persons under Section 36 of The Freedom of Information Act 2000 be
the
Town Clerk.
Resolved to re-adopt the Town Council’s Publications scheme and to confirm that the
Town Clerk be the Qualified Person under Section 36 of the Freedom of Information Act
2000

27.15

To confirm the re-appointment of Mr T Light trading as Lightatouch Internal Audit
Services as the Town Council’s Internal Auditor
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Resolved to re-appoint Mr T Light trading as Lightatouch Internal Audit Services as the
Town Council’s Internal Auditor until such time as a new three yearly review is concluded
27.16

To review Allotment Rents
Resolved to defer this subject matter to the next meeting of the Town Council’s Open
Spaces Committee for their consideration.

27.17

Issues Arising (if any) from the Annual Town Assembly Meeting
None

27.18

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on the Tuesday
28th March 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 28th March 2017
that had been previously circulated be taken as read signed as such by the chairman as
being a true and correct record

27.19

Chairman’s Announcements
He advised the meeting of his recent attendance at a Meeting of the Mendip Community
Transport Organisation that had now been in existence for some 15 years and currently
running some 35 vehicles.

27.20

Resolutions
(1)

To Consider what action if any the Town Council will take with the initiative
being promulgated by the Lord Lieutenant known as “The Great Get Together”
Resolved to consider an appropriate occasion in the Town Council’s Calendar
when the initiative known as “The Great Together” would be promulgated

(2)

To Resolve that the Council delegates the power to grant dispensations to the
Town Clerk
(The power rests with the relevant authority under section 33(1) of the Localism
Act 2011 and the basis is set out under section 33(2)).
Resolved that the Town Council delegate the power to grant dispensation to the
Town Clerk.

27.21

To receive a report from the Collett Park 2017 Festival Committee
Councillor G Kennedy gave a verbal report to the meeting which was endorsed by a
previously circulated paper setting out the financial detail in respect to the 2016 Festival

27.22

To formally note the items of expenditure for the Month of March & April 2017
It was noted that due to unexpected office pressures it was agreed that the information
would be circulated by e-mail.
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27.23

To receive the Minutes of the following Committees and to note the decisions thereto:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Town Development & Planning Committee – 04/04/17 – 25/04/17
Annual Town Meeting – 18th April 2017
Collett Park Management Committee – 11/04/17
Received

27.24

Correspondence
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

House of Parliament – UK Parliament Week 13th – 19th November 2017
YWAF – Youth with a Future – AGM – 24/04/2017
CPRE – Countryside Voice – Spring 2017
CPRE – Field Work – Spring 2017
Golden Oldies – Letter of thanks for recent donation
Unity Trust – Confirmation of Direct Debit transition
Duchy of Cornwall – Drop-in Public Exhibition – Cannards Grave Road
MDC - Notification of 1st Half payment of the 2017-18 Precept of £193,939
Mrs J Golby – Reference HMS Mendip
HAGS – Play Equipment Brochure
Saphito – Folk Dance Festival Invite – 17th June 2017
Lord Lieutenant’s Office – Somerset Remembers
MDC – Parish Information Bulletin – May 2017
YMCA – Celebrating 125 years

C
C
C
C
C
BP
C
BP
BP
F
ML
E
E
E

Received and noted
27.25

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(a)

Posting of the Notice of Date of Commencement for the Exercise of Public Rights
Accounts
Noted

27.26

Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Open Spaces Committee – 23rd May 2017 and 11th July 2017
Town Development & Planning Committee – 16th May 6th & 27th June 2017
Policy and Resources Committee – 13th June 2017
Collett Park Management – 20th June 2017
Town Council Meeting – 25th July 2017

94

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS 01749 – 343984
email: TownClerk@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Annual Assembly of Shepton Mallet Town Council that was held on Tuesday 18th April
2017 at the Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet when the
following business was transacted
PRESENT

Mr Martin Lovell Town Council Chairman Mr Bruce Poole Town Clerk and Mrs Paula
Robertson Administrative Officer Mrs Sam Winter Projects Officer
Council Members in support were Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey J Marsh D
Towner Messrs N Chambers S Davies * M Hood * G Kennedy B Miller J Parham R
Scott and N Shearn.
x

Both Councillors arrived at the meeting at 8.30 pm having had attended a Skate
Park tender’s appraisal beforehand

In addition to the undermentioned speakers and the Town Councillors recorded
some 8 members of the public were in attendance.
1.

Welcome by the Chairman
The Town Council Chairman Mr Martin Lovell duly welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting.

2.

Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting held on the 19th April 2016
It was agreed that as the Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting had been previously widely
circulated it was resolved that they be taken as read.
Resolved that the Minutes of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting held on the 19th April be signed as a
true record of what took place.

3.

Chairman’s Report
Officers and Councillors
I report on the 2nd year of the current Shepton Mallet Town Council.
During the year we sadly received resignations from fellow Councillors Matt Drew and Jill Weston,
the latter through ill health. We thank both Councillors for their considerable contributions whilst
members of the Council and Jill Weston in particular for her work on the Neighbourhood Plan.
These resignations created vacancies which were filled via by-elections.
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As a result of these Mark Hood and Billy Miller have now joined the Council. We are already
benefiting in particular from the fact that Mark is currently embarking on a career in the Legal
Profession and the informed opinion full of insight that he is able to bring to Council matters!
We have continued to enjoy the benefit of the service of Bruce Poole our Town Clerk, and especially
as Bruce has been enabled to devote more of his time to his work in Shepton. We thank Paula
Robertson, the Council’s Administrative Officer, for her work given at all times unstintingly. At the
beginning of the year we also had the services of Carol Octon, the Council’s Project Officer. Carol
sadly decided to leave us during the year, but not before she had completed some excellent work,
especially in respect of the as yet incomplete skate park project. I am pleased to report on the
appointment of Samantha Winter as Carol’s successor and very much welcome Sam to the office
team.
Allotments
The Town Council operates and manages 92 allotment plots on four sites within the Town, located
at Hitchen Lane and Whitstone Road. The “Best Kept Allotment Awards” are judged during July and
presented in October. I thank Councillors Deborah Losey and Robin Scott in particular for the time
they have given to do the judging and for their support of this aspect of the Council’s work.
The Council is currently in the process of approving an initiative to set up a currently vacant
allotment on the Hitchen Lane site as a communal space for the benefit of all the allotment holders
on that site.
Events
The annual Collett Day Festival came in the new format of a 3-day event (10th – 12th June) for which
the Council is required to apply for a full Premises Licence. This included a ticketed open air concert
on the Friday evening, the Saturday festival day with free evening concert plus a children’s fun day
on the Sunday, all events very well attended. It co-incided with national celebrations of the Queen’s
90th birthday, not only the theme of the festival but also reflected in other events happening in the
town. Problems with the sound system hindered the Friday evening event which prompted a
decision to promote a replacement concert, free to all ticket holders, on Friday 16 th September,
which was also very well supported, to the extent that a regular September event is being
considered. It is pleasing to report that not only were these events well supported but were able to
demonstrate a more robust financial underpinning through a combination of the sponsorship that
the organisers had attracted, the establishment of a ticketed event and, as always, the fees paid by
commercial operators of food and drink provisions who are always happy to be part of these
events. Many thanks are again due to Councillor Garfield Kennedy and the team of people which he
has painstakingly built up and who worked tirelessly with him in order to make these the successful
events that they were and continue to be.
I thank Councillor Simon Davies for his work in co-ordinating a series of events in the town in
celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday, some of which co-incided with the Collett Festival week
end.
This year has been an opportunity to take stock of and also to welcome new festival celebrations to
the town calendar, all of which have received the support of the Town Council and all of which are
already attracting interest not only from Shepton Mallet residents but which are also attracting
support from outside the town. These include:
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The establishment of a highly successful monthly Sunday market attracting both immense support
and a wide range of available merchandise.
The annual switching on of the Christmas lights.
The December Lantern Parade, where those taking part parade from Collett Park to the Town
Square carrying paper and willow illuminated lanterns that they have made in a sequence of
workshops leading up to the parade.
The inaugural Snowdrop Festival held over the weekend of 17 th to 19th February in celebration of
Shepton Mallet resident James Allen who lived from 1830 - 1906, self-taught horticulturalist and the
first person ever to breed new varieties from wild snowdrops.
The Festival of Dogs, due to take place in Collett Park this year on Sunday 30 th April.
The Town’s Remembrance Service first at the Cenotaph and following that in the church of St. Peter
and St. Paul is well supported and is seen, quite rightly, as a Town Council event with all Councillors
expected to attend.
Planning Applications
The Town Council in a cycle of 3 weekly meetings of its Town Planning and Development Committee
have continued to make recommendations on all planning applications within the parish boundary
and others which would affect the town. Many of these accorded with the planning decisions made
by Mendip District Council, though some did not. The development which has attracted and will
continue to attract the greatest attention is the plan to develop the prison site. On several
occasions this year members of the committee have attended Mendip District Council’s Planning
Board in order to present the Town Council’s recommendations on specific applications.
Neighbourhood Plan
Following Councillor Jill Weston’s leaving the Council, a group of Councillors has continued the work
towards the town’s Neighbourhood Plan including meeting with a consultant who has worked with
us before. It needs to be stressed a Neighbourhood Plan is a whole town initiative. The Town
Council can take a leading role in this, but it is not a Town Council-only project and the work on the
Plan needs to attract volunteers from the community in order to take things forward.
Other projects
Work on the Skate park/BMX Track at West Shepton Playing Fields has been held up for a number
of reasons. We look forward to being able to take this forward especially now that Sam Winter, our
new Project Officer, is in position.
The Town Council has continued to support the Chamber of Commerce with provision of the
Christmas lighting displays. I thank Councillor Simon Davies for his work as link with the Chamber of
Commerce and especially with the organisation of the switch on event at the beginning of
December.
The Town Council has continued to support CCTV provision in the town.
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Supporting the Community
We have supported groups, events and projects of all sizes within the community and granted
financial support to valued organisations such as the Citizens Advice Bureau, Tourist Information
Centre, Mendip Community Transport Shepton Mallet Carnival and The Mid-Somerset Show as well
as small grants to local clubs. We regularly support the Town Twining Association.
Collett Park
Collett Park remains the biggest area of responsibility, with maintenance through our ground care
contract through Mendip District Council as well as the Council being the Trustee of the Charity that
hold ownership of the park.
The Council has continued to be supportive of the cafe in the park, now in its 2nd year of operation
and a considerable enhancement of the park’s amenities. We are looking to make this arrangement
more formal in respect of setting up a contract.
Assets
I reported last year that the Council was looking at some of its long-term assets and in particular 3
paintings on its asset register for which appropriate disposal was being considered following
consultation with the community.
I am happy to report that these 3 items were successfully sold at auction during the year and the
proceeds put aside for community use.
4

Presentations
Mrs Helen Reader – Shepton Mallet Sunday Market
She gave the meeting an account of her journey from being originally a Friday Suitcase Marketeer
to instigating the Sunday Market and lastly opening a shop in the Town. It was clear from her
account that without determination and tenacity the whole initiative would not have got off the
ground. She thanked Mendip District Council and Shepton Mallet Town Council for their support
and to the people of Shepton Mallet for their massive encouragement. A number of questions were
asked at the conclusion at which she was warmly thanked.
Mr Dominic Weston – The 2017 Snowdrop Festival
He explained on the work that had gone on in the background to make this project the success that
it turned out to be. Again support was given by the Town Council IdVerde and Mendip District
Council. A huge amount of bulbs was planted and plans were well in advance to continue planting
for the next few years so that eventually Shepton Mallet will become the home of the Snowdrop.
He emphasised that this aspiration was important to achieve in order to highlight the amazing work
that John Allen who during his lifetime lived in Highfield House. He had succeeded in carrying out by
the sourcing the originals cultivars and then subsequently by cross pollination produced many of
the types found in the present day.
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Maj.General Ray Pett and Mr Albert Owen.
From a prepared script Maj.General Pett the President of the League of Friends of Shepton Mallet
Community Hospital gave a situation report on the proposed Shepton Mallet Health and Wellbeing
Campus. A copy is included herewith
“We were very pleased when Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group - the CCG - approved the
development of a new and exciting Health Campus to be built on the site of Shepton Mallet
Community Hospital and the Shepton Mallet Treatment Centre. This development is included in the
CCG’s recent Sustainability and Transformation Plan. That Plan was written and published by the
CCG along with the County Council and the three NHS Foundation Trusts involved, and clearly
identifies Shepton Mallet Campus Development as a Critical Decision, to achieve capital funding for
rebuilding within 12 months, together with revenue support for the service.
This means that we are in the fortunate position of being the only community hospital, of 13 in
Somerset, with a guaranteed future, albeit with fewer beds. There are, however, some negative
aspects.
The Town Council was told by the Chairman of the Campus Project Board in October 2014 that,
once the new Health Campus was built in some years’ time - by when new models of community
care were expected to be in place - the total number of beds would be reduced by half (mitigated to
some extent by two new medical examination beds and two ambulatory care chairs), and there
would no longer be dedicated stroke rehabilitation beds here.
We were then shocked to learn last July that the cuts would be imposed instead on 1st January this
year, before the Campus had even been designed, let alone built, and before any alternative homebased care was in place or even formulated. This would mean, among other things, that Mendip
would no longer have inpatient stroke rehabilitation beds, but we will retain the very successful
Early Supported Discharge scheme for stroke patients - ESD.
In fact, the introduction of the excellent ESD service now means that nearly 50% of patients can be
discharged from acute hospitals, to be cared for at home by an excellent team of nurses, therapists
and other experts, rather than in community hospitals like ours. We have now lost our community
hospital stroke inpatient beds, but they are no longer available in Taunton or Sedgemoor District
either. The ESD service represents a substantial investment (over £1 million a year) and the CCG had
to find sources of funding to contribute to the new and successful ESD service. The demand for
community hospital beds was reducing at both Williton and Shepton Mallet, hence the decision to
close temporarily a further ten beds (four in Shepton Mallet and six in Williton) from January 2017.
In July, the CCG Managing Director conceded that there had been a failure to notify the public about
the early closures and agreed to convene an early meeting to discuss the issues, which I attended.
At the meeting on 12th August, Care UK, the lead provider, proposed that Care UK - which runs the
Treatment Centre - and Somerset Partnership NHS Trust - which runs the Community Hospital would ensure that Shepton Mallet patients would be admitted to our Community Hospital as soon
as possible, by retaining all the closed beds and by making use of Somerset Partnership’s flexible
annual contract with the CCG to transfer staff from other community hospitals i n the county if
necessary. This is not yet happening, however - most Shepton patients since 1st January have been
admitted to other hospitals, and most patients in our hospital have been from other parts of
Mendip. The League of Friends is in talks with Care UK, which took on the lead provider
responsibility only on 1st April 2017, to establish a satisfactory position.
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Another disappointment is that, despite the League of Friends (not, note, the Trust) paying for the
two medical assessment beds which were supposed to compensate in part for the loss of manned,
overnight, beds, they still cannot be used fully, as the Trust has yet to purchase and commission the
necessary equipment to allow GPs to examine patients properly. The beds are in use three days a
week and I have ben assured that the full service will be operational soon.
Overall, I remain hopeful about the long-term prospects for the Health Campus but disappointed by
the early implementation of the considerable cuts, without any of the long-term benefits yet.”
Then Mr Albert Owen Chairman of the League of Friends and a member of the Health Campus
Project Board briefed the gathering on the Campus developments
The Town Council Chairman then suggested a break in the proceedings so that those present could
avail themselves of the refreshments that had been provided by the Town Council through the good
offices of the Administration Officer Mrs Paula Roberts.
Mr Ken Smith – Shepton Mallet Twinning Association
He outlined the history of the Twinning Association where the first overseas visit took palace in
1961 some 54 years ago. This was with Misburg in Germany. Latterly they also twinned with Bollnäs
in Gävleborg County, Sweden; and Oissel sur Seine in Haute-Normandie, France. The connection
with Sweden appears to have fallen off in recent years but the other two twinning associations in
Germany and France are still very much to the fore. Shepton Mallet and Misburg meet up with
reciprocal visits every two years out a pattern of four. The Seine in Haute-Normandie Association
meets every other year. Mr Smith emphasised that his colleagues were very much appreciative of
the support it receives from Shepton Mallet Town Council.
Mr Rhys Davies – Somerset Micro-enterprise Project
A passionate and enthusiastic presentation was given when Rhys gave a detailed description on the
work of this organisation. It was run in partnership with Somerset County Council and Community
Catalysts. The project officer offers free support advice and information to people who have an idea
for a small local service (called a micro-enterprise) that supports or cares for people in their
community.
Theses services could support older people to:
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Live independently at home
Live a full life and keep well
Maintain or make new relationships
Get around in their community
Go shopping……and a whole lot more

The Project can help by:
¾ By offering advice and practical information on everything from regulation to training and
sources of funding plus directing people to other organisations
¾ Help to connect people with people who need services
¾ Listen to peoples ideas and give friendly and supportive feedback
He

concluded by giving the audience
rhys.davies@communitycatalysts.co.uk

his

contact

details

07595

411945

and
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At the conclusion of the evening the Chairman thanked the office staff for the arrangements that
had been made for what he described as being very successful Annual Town Assembly. He thanked
those who made excellent presentations- the councillors present for their support and finally the
audience present.
5.

Public Questions
As questions had been asked throughout the meeting the Chairman formally brought to meeting to
a close.
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Four members of the public were present.
Cllr B Height spoke on the following:
17/0960 – had spoken to Planning Officer who had assured her that there would be space provided
recycling/refuse storage. Was concerned about the lack of parking.
17/1101 – felt that this application was overpowering over the other houses and concerned about it
overlooking other properties. Also concerned as to whether there was adequate parking for the
increase in size of property.
17/1179 – had raised concerns over the hedge planting. Had been assured that it will cover the new
building and will be planted the first autumn after completion of the build.
17/0876 – pointed out that this was retrospective.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and J Marsh Messrs M Lovell N Chambers M Hood and
N Shearn together with Admin Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP35.1 Apologies for absence
None.
TDP35.2 Declarations of Interest
Cllr J Marsh as MDC councillor.
17/0876 – Cllr N Shearn – property owner.

165

TDP35.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 25th April 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 25th April 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such
TDP35.4 Election of Chair and Vice Chair
Cllr M Lovell was voted as Chair
Cllr N Chambers was voted as Vice Chair
TDP35.5 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/0960 Change of use from shop storage area to create a Members supported this
self contained flat.
application, 6 votes for
17/0961
and 1 abstention but
James
25A
Town
Street
Shepton
Mallet
BA4
5BE
would like to encourage
U’Dell
the applicant to apply for a
parking permit for MDC
car park if the need arises
for one.
17/0469 Erection of 6 no. detached bungalows with integral Members unanimously did
Daniel
garages.
not support this
Foster
application. They can see
Land opposite 17-25 The Sidings Shepton Mallet the need for development
BA4 5FJ
but this application has
too many properties for
the area and they are
uncomfortable with the
removal of so many trees.
17/1101 Proposed loft conversion with 2 no. front pitched Members supported this
Carlton
roof dormers and 2 no. gable windows.
application, 6 votes for
Langford
and 1 against.
21 Nightingale Grove Shepton Mallet BA4 5PZ
17/1179 The construction of an agricultural building to form
Anna Clark
young stock accommodation, below ground slurry
lagoon, removal of an existing field hedge and
planting of a new field hedge.
Bullimore Farm Frog Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 4PP

Members unanimously
supported this application.
They would request that it
is imperative that the
hedge is reinstated within
12 months of completion.

Cllr N Shearn left the room.
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17/0876 Re-build existing chimney using undamaged Members supported this
Howard
application, 5 votes for and
existing bricks and additional reclaimed bricks.
Warren
1 abstention.
28 Paul Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5LA
TDP35.6 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

16/2835

6 Willow Drive Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 5JU

Approved with
conditions 20/04/17

17/0508

21 Westfield Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 5TY

Approved with
conditions 20/04/17

17/0755

2 Collett Avenue
Mallet BA4 5PL

Shepton Supported

Approved with
conditions 03/05/17

17/0537

51 Compton Road Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5QT

Approved with
conditions 03/05/17

17/0322

121 Whitstone Road Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5PS

Approved with
conditions 03/05/17

TDP35.7 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None.
TDP35.8 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 6th June 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee, held
in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet on Thursday 18th May 2017, commencing at 7.00pm, when the following business was
transacted:
Present:

CPM17.1

Cllrs G Kennedy (Chairman), J Barlett, N Chambers, M Hood, B Miller and S Davies,
together with Sam Winter as the meeting clerk.
To elect a chairman.
Cllr Garfield Kennedy was unanimously elected chairman.

CPM17.2

To receive any apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs D Towner, T Webb and M Lovell.

CPM17.3

To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda.
None.

CPM17.4

To receive and approve the minutes of the Collett Park Committee held on 11th April
2017.
The minutes were received by the meeting and signed by the chairman as a correct
record.

CPM17.5

To resolve that the public are excluded from the meeting due to the confidential
nature of the matters to be discussed relating to sensitive commercial arrangements
under item CPM17.6.
There were no public in attendance.

CPM17.6

To consider the current arrangements for trade concessions within Collett Park and
to resolve how to proceed with current and future arrangements.
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SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………

The Committee considered the distinction between carrying out its duties under local
government legislation and its duties according to the detailed Charity Commission
obligations.
It was noted that, whilst the Corporate Body is the sole trustee for the Shepton Mallet
Collett Park Charity, the Committee members acknowledged their position as a
managing committee whose duty is to approach and resolve all business by acting for
the benefit of the Trust as though they themselves were trustees.
The charitable objects of the Trust were cited:
Provision and maintenance of a recreation ground for the benefit of local inhabitants
of Shepton Mallet, without distinction of political, religious or other opinions, with the
object of improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants.
The Committee discussed the different agreements the Trust had entered into with
regards the café and ice cream concession and noted the distinctions between the two
agreements, as well as the benefits of each to the Trust’s charitable objects.
Following discussions regarding the concession arrangements within Collett Park, the
following proposals were advanced and voted on.
Cllr Bartlett requested a recorded vote on all resolutions.
1. It was proposed that the notice period to quit the ice cream concession was
extended to cease at the same point in time as the end of the current
arrangement with the café.
Resolved: not to support the proposal.
Those in favour: Cllrs J Bartlett, S Davies & B Miller
Those Against: Cllrs G Kennedy, N Chambers, M Hood
Decided on chairman’s casting vote not to support the proposal.

2. It was proposed that support is given for the action delegated to the Town Clerk
in issuing a three month notice period to end the ice cream concession
agreement on 09/08/17.
Resolved: to support the issuing of the notice period in respect of the ice cream
concession, requiring trading to cease on 09/08/17.
Those in favour: Cllrs G Kennedy, N Chambers, M Hood & B Miller
Those against: Cllrs J Bartlett & S Davies
It was unanimously agreed that the office should issue a final pro-rated invoice in
respect of fees for the ice cream concession for the period 01 April – 09 August 2017,
and that a fee for attendance at Collett Festival should be separately negotiated with
the ice cream concessionaire.
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DATE: ………………………

3. It was proposed that terms for an agreement with the Collet Park Café are
renegotiated on a 3 year lease at a rent to be agreed, to take effect at the end of
the current agreement in October.
Resolved: to support the proposal to renegotiate terms on a new 3 year lease.

Those in favour: Cllrs G Kennedy, M Hood, N Chambers & B Miller
Those against: Cllrs J Barlett & S Davies
CPM17.7

Date of next ordinary meeting – 20th June 2017.
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Public Session
Christina Kennedy
Christina informed the meeting that Mendip District Council has, in principle, agreed that s.106 funds
can be used to plant in excess of 100,000 snowdrops at locations around the town, with planting to
include areas near Tadley Acres, Collett Park and outside Brothers Drinks. Christina is pursuing
quotations for the planting.
Revd Jonathan Hunter Dunn
Jonathan outlined his idea for a project to refresh and enhance the façades of the town centre
buildings using volunteer lay people and local trades. Jonathan stated that he has received positive
feedback on the idea from trades in the town and he asked for the Council’s support in taking the
idea forward in the mid to longer term.
Cllr N Chambers voiced his support for the concept and referred the item to the 11th July Open
Spaces Committee meeting.
Katie Pawsey
The meeting received an email from resident Katie Pawsey, who raised concerns that street drinking
and drunkenness in the town was an increasing problem.
It was agreed that the meeting clerk would contact both Mendip District Council and the Police to
ascertain what further strategies they might employ to tackle the problem.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee held in the Asham
Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 23rd May 2017.
Present:

Councillor M Lovell (Chairman) with Cllrs D Losey, N Chambers, M Hood, N Shearn, S
Davies, C Inchley and Sam Winter as the meeting clerk.
In addition there were five members of the public present to include Town Councillors J
Bartlett and B Height.
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OS11.1

To elect a Chairman
Resolved to elect Cllr N Chambers as Chairman
(It was agreed not to elect a Committee vice chairman).

OS11.2

To receive any apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council
Cllrs R Scott & D Towner

OS11.3

To receive any declarations of interest
None

OS11.4

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 7th March 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 7th
March 2017 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

OS11.5

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1)

Cllr. C Inchley – Open Spaces – 5 year plan

OS10.4.1

Cllr Inchley stated that he considers it an imperative of the Committee
that it agrees an Action Plan against which budget and priorities can be
measured.
Referred to OSC agenda on 11th July for resolution.
(2)

Remembrance Sunday 2017

OS10.4.2

Cllr Davies gave a comprehensive update reassuring the meeting that all
arrangements for the event were in hand. Whilst the Council will
facilitate some of the set-up, the Carnival Club has agreed to carry out
the martialling in exchange for a small donation. Cllr Davies stated that
the British Legion are clear on what action they are required to take and
that the parties involved have a sound working relationship and an open
dialogue.
The matter will be included on the OSC agenda on 11th July for update.
(3)

Communal Area – Hitchen Lane Allotments

OS10.5.3

Cllr Losey reported that the office is awaiting a response from allotment
holders to establish who they wish to nominate to act as their
representative.
The allotment holders have suggested they might apply for funding and
permission to site a shed, but no application has yet been received.
(4)

Christmas Lights Working Group

OS10.4.4
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See Agenda Item OS11.6.7
(5)

Installation of additional dog bins & litter bins

OS10.4.5

The Town Clerk has noted that this matter is concluded.
(6)

Transfer of unexpended monies

OS10.5.2

The Town Clerk has noted that this concluded and will provide explanation
of the item if required.
(7) Skate Park Project – Progress Report

OS10.5.1

The installation is on track to start on the designated date. Site signage is
complete and includes thanks to MDC and FRESH.
The first invoice is due for payment and permits the drawing of an
outstanding pledged donation. The Committee received a schedule of
estimated invoice amounts and approximate dates for payment under the
terms of the contract.
The schedule of invoices will be referred to the 11th July meeting for formal
acknowledgement of payments.
(8) Press Release

OS10.6.1

A press release in respect of the skatepark was written and submitted to
the local press by the Town Clerk.
(9)

MDC – Off Street Parking Consultation

OS10.6.2

The Town Clerk notes that a response was provided to MDC as requested.
(10)

MDC – 106 Monies – Provision of Allotments

OS10.6.3

The Chairman heard from District Cllr Bente Height, who stated that
s.106 money was sought to install a poly tunnel on 2 adjoining
allotment plots at Whitstone Road. However, the application for funds
would be first subject to the fact that there is a waiting list for
allotments at the site.
(11)

Garston Street – Grass Deterioration

OS10.6.4

The Town Clerk has advised IDVerde of the council’s concerns on two
separate occasions.
A site meeting to progress repairs is to be arranged between members
of the Committee and IDVerde.
(12)

Telephone Box No 2 – Quotation

OS10.6.5

The Town Clerk has issued instructions to have the work carried out.
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OS11.6

Resolutions
(1)

To resolve to remove and repair the bench sited in front of the Victorian Fountain
in the Market Square, and to consider the feasibility of restoring the fountain to
working order
It was noted that the bench sited by the fountain is well used. The woodwork
appears sound, but the metal painted areas are flaking and in need of repair.
Discussions were held as to the financial viability of repairing the fountain to full
working order. Cllr Chambers has established that it has no water supply or drainage
and is seeking an estimate for the cost of repairs for the Committee’s information
prior to a decision being taken. It was accepted that the fountain should at least be
maintained in sound external condition.
Resolved that the office will seek to establish whether the fountain is of historical
significance and will arrange for in-situ repainting of the bench to be paid for from
the Town Council Improvements Budget.

(2)

To consider any future aspirations to improve the play facilities at West Shepton
Recreation Ground
It was agreed that the subject matter of this item should form part of the 5-year
Action Plan, and as such is deferred until the 11th July OSC meeting.

(3)

To consider the ramifications of relocating the sculpture donated by Tesco and
resolve how to proceed.
It was agreed that the sculpture is sited on land belonging to Tesco.
Resolved that the Council will not apply to relocate the sculpture, but will thank
Tesco for clearing the vegetation around it and request that Tesco continues to do
so to allow the sculpture to be seen and enjoyed by others.

(4)

To formally agree the expenditure of £300 for the proposed installation of large
poppies for the period of 26th October to the 30th November 2017
Cllr Chambers reported that the British Legion is fully supportive of the project. Cllr
Chambers also freely offered his services to put up and take down the poppies.
Resolved that the £300 expenditure is approved from the appropriate budget. It
was additionally resolved that all volunteers must be provided with and wear Hi-Viz
vests when working.
The item will return to the OSC 11th July agenda to provide an update.

(5)

To consider what steps are necessary to progress the implementation of the
Strawberry Line locally (referred from Collett Park Management Committee)
It was noted that the Town Council is committed to the project and should take
action to pro-actively progress it.
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Resolved to invite the Strawberry Line group to speak at the next suitable Open
Spaces Committee meeting so that the Committee might establish methods for
pushing on with the project.
(6)

To note a letter of thanks from Mr Peter Martin on behalf of the allotments
holders of Hitchen Lane for granting permission to use plot 25 as a communal plot.
The letter of thanks was gratefully noted.

(7)

To receive details and resolve to accept the Christmas Lights Working Group
recommendation with regards festive lighting
The working group presented the images and reasoning behind its chosen supplier.
Resolved that Cllr Chambers will share the images with the Chamber of Commerce
prior to the Committee deciding on its approval at the extraordinary meeting of the
Council in June.

OS11.7

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None

OS11.8

Date, time & place of next Meeting: Tuesday 11th July 2017, 7pm, in the Mendip District
Council Committee room
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Three members of the public were present.
17/1300 & 17/1301 - Mr P Bridgeman gave the committee an explanation of his intended plans for
the development. He was asked whether chimney stacks may be added and he stated that this was
something which could be considered. He advised that there were two parking bays associated with
the development, plus the integral garage and that there was internal storage for wheelie bins.
Cllr B Height spoke on the following:
17/1298 – The applicant had not needed to apply for permission. The owner of the trees is in
support.
17/1292 – The visual impact of the area would be diminished by the removal of the tree.
17/1300 & 17/1301 – Supports the application as it would be an improvement for the area.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 6th June 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey Messrs M Lovell and N Shearn together with Admin
Officer Mrs P Robertson

TDP36.1 Apologies for absence
Cllrs Chambers & Webb
TDP36.2 Declarations of Interest
None.
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TDP36.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 16th May 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 16th May 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such
TDP36.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration
17/1298 Leylandii in NE corner of upper garden – prune to Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
reduce overall size.
supported this
application.
Judges Court 3A Waterloo Road Shepton Mallet BA4
5HG
17/1292 Ash (A1) – Self-seeded single stemmed Ash tree (TPO Members did not
Bo Walsh
support this application,
Ref: M365) – fell.
2 votes for and 2 against
with the Chair using his
The Hollies Leg Square Shepton Mallet BA4 5LH
casting vote.
17/1300 Change of use from unused storage area to dwelling Members unanimously
and demolition of existing garage and workshop to supported this
17/1301 construct new dwelling with garage (resubmission).
application provided it is
Carlton
built in natural stone as
Langford
17-17A High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AA
advised by the applicant
and that the addition of
chimney stacks be
considered as to be in
keeping with other
properties in the area.
17/1239 Domestic extension and new garden building.
Conrad
Rodzaj

69 Mason Way Shepton Mallet BA4 5SN

Members unanimously
supported this
application.
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TDP36.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

17/0700

25 Old Wells Road Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5XN

Approved with
conditions 05/05/17

17/0510

1 Mendip Avenue Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 4PE

Approved with
conditions 05/05/17

16/2609

7 Stevens Close Shepton
Mallet BA4 5SG

Refused 10/05/17

17/1170
(NMA)

Skateboard Park West Shepton Not consulted
Recreation Ground Old Wells
Road Shepton Mallet

Approved 10/05/17

17/0825

Judges Court 3A Waterloo Supported
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HG

TPO not required
12/05/17

17/0315

Land adj. to Bowlish Lane
Shepton Mallet

Refused 12/05/17

17/0827

51 Whitstone Rise Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5QA

Approved with
conditions 16/05/17

16/2473

Land to South of Mendip
District Council Offices
Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet BA4 5BT

Refused 18/05/17

17/0913

Flat 3 St Sales House Draycott Supported
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HS

17/0933

Badgers Holt Forum
Shepton Mallet BA4 5JL

17/0919

The Old Surgery Leg Square Not Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5LL

Not supported

Not supported

Supported

Lane Supported

District

TPO not required
19/05/17
Approved with
conditions 19/05/17
TPO Required
22/05/17

TDP36.6 Appeal Decision
Ref: APP/Q3305/W/16/3165131 – Cannards Grave Farmhouse, Whitstone Hill to Fosse Way,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 4LY – Appeal dismissed.
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TDP36.7 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
17/0614 – Highfield House – to be considered at the Planning Board on 14th June 2017.
TDP36.8 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 27th June 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session

GetURSkatesOn

Three representatives gave an outline as to their newly formed organisation where they were
offering roller skates evenings at the local school. They also advised the members present of
the need for funding to continue with this new enterprise. The Town Clerk confirmed that he
was in possession of Grant Funding application.

Mrs Sylvana Licata

She in essence went over the reasons that had been expressed by her in the public session of
the recent Town Council Meeting. She sought permission from the chairman to deliver to the
meeting a Petition which she said had been at the suggestion of customers who had
purchased ice creams during the Collett Festival Week-end. She emphasised that the
suggestion of such a petition which carried over a hundred names came not from her or Mr
Licata but from the customers. She was thanked for her presentation.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee that
was held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave
Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 13th May 2017 that commenced immediately following the
Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council when the following business was transacted
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P&R14.1

To elect a Committee Chairman

Councillor Martin Lovell was so elected

P&R14.2

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.

P&R14.3

To receive any declarations of interest

None

P&R14.4

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting
held on the Tuesday 21st March 2017

Resolved that the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 21st March 2017 be taken as read agreed as being a correct record and signed
as such by the Chairman

P&R14.5

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public

P&R13

Mr Simon Davies
Town Council Deposit Account
Work in progress
Purchase of Picture
See 14.5.g
Mrs Kettle
Increase in Precept
Non Answer of questions
Not in the domain of the Officers to answer
Purchase of Picture
See 14.5.g
(i)

Mr Mark Wilcox
YMCA’s Grant Funding Application

P&R13.5.4

This subject matter to be discussed further at a subsequent
P&R Meeting
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(ii)

Mr Chris Inchley
Lack of strategic thinking – town council grant funding
IdVerde Contract Working Group
This two matters need participation by members!!

(b)

Bowlish School et al Grant Funding Application

P&R13.5.1

See 14.6.1
(c)

Collett Park Guidance & Rules

P&R13.5.2

(d)

Transfer of unspent 2016/17 budgeted sums

P&R13.5.3

(e)

YMCA Grant Funding

P&R13.5.4

All three matters concluded
(f)

Special Deposit Account

P&R13.5.5

Work in progress
(g)

Purchase of Francis Farmer’s Picture

P&R13.5.7

There is a need for the a working party to be set up as agreed at 13.5.7
(h)

Securing the service of an Internal Auditor

P&R13.5.9

Work in progress
(i)

Golden Oldies

P&R13.6.1

Matter concluded
P&R14.6

Resolutions
(1)

To resolve to give further consideration to a Grant Application received from
the Headteacher of Bowlish Infants School
Resolved by way of a recorded vote whereby all those members present voted
in favour of granting the sum of £1,000.

(2)

To note the following staffing matters:(a)

Mrs Sam Winter
Following the undertaking of the formal three monthly appraisal it is
confirmed that Mrs Sam Winter has been re-graded commencing 1st
May 2017 to that of Deputy Town Clerk with increased hours to 24 per
week at the starting SCP of 39 (pro-rata).

(b)

Mrs Paula Robertson
Following the undertaking of a formal annual appraisal it is confirmed
that Mrs Paula Robertson has been regarded commencing 1st May
2017 to that of Office Manager at the starting salary SCP 30 (pro-rata)

Both staffing matters were duly noted by those members present. The Town
Clerk advised the meeting that Mrs Paula Roberts would continue to clerk the
Town Development and Planning Committee. Mrs Sam Winter would in future
clerk the Open Spaces Committee and the Collett Park Management
Committee. Both were congratulated on their new appointments
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P&R14.7

Other business referred to the Town Clerk

Resolved that Mesdames J Bartlett and D Towner together with Messrs N Chambers M
Hood and G Kennedy would form the Personnel and Staffing Sub Committee with Mrs D
Losey being the reserve member should there be at any time a potential conflict of
interest involving any of the permanent members of the sub-committee

P&R14.8

Date Time & Place of next meeting Tuesday 12th September 2017 Asham Room
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Public Session
Mrs Pat Haskins
She read from a prepared statement in which she expressed her concerns regarding
alleged action of individuals over the sale of ice cream and the outcome of the
Collett Park Management Committee’s recent decisions on the same subject.
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the
Council Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on
Tuesday 13th June 2017 when the following business was transacted.
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey D
Towner Messrs N Chambers M Hood C Inchley G Kennedy together with the
Town Clerk Mr B Poole
In addition there were 7 members of the public present.

28.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should
be formally approved by council.
Messrs J Parham and S Davies

28.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

28.1

Resolutions
(1)

To receive the Parish Council's Financial Statement for the year ending 31 st
March 2017 and to resolve the following:Received
(a) To approve the Annual Governance Statement.
Resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement.
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(b) To approve the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 st March 2017
Resolved to approve the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 st March
2017 as presented.
(c) To review the effectiveness of the internal audit
Resolved to note that the review recently undertaken by the Town Council’s
internal auditor and the Town Council own financial systems has been robust
and effective
(2)

To resolve to exclude both the members of the public and press in respect to
the following resolution due to the sensitivity of the subject matter.
Resolved to exclude both the members of the public and press in respect to the
following subject matter

(3)

To resolve to receive a personal statement from the Town Clerk
The Town Clerk proceeded to read out a personal statement in which he gave a
synopsis as to where the Council was currently and where it was when he joined
as a Consultant in May 2014. He then made a number of suggestions which in his
view might assist in the future progress of the Council such as specific sector
based training and team building

(4)

Additional Bank signatories
Resolved that Councillors Mark Hood and Billy Miller be so added to the Unity
Trust Bank Account

28.2

Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Open Spaces Committee – 11th July 2017
Town Development & Planning Committee – 27th June 2017
Policy and Resources Committee – 12th September 2017
Collett Park Management – 20th June 2017
Town Council Meeting – 25th July 2017
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Public Participation
Nick Tolson

Outlined plans to apply to hold an Emergency Services Day in Collett Park on
24/06/18. The office has given Nick the required paperwork and will process the
completed application once received.

Sam Cairns

Gave a presentation and detailed handouts about the Forever Butterfly Charitable
Trust’s proposal to construct a butterfly memorial garden in Collett Park. The matter
will be added to the Collett Park Committee August agenda.

Bente Height Spoke regarding the matter of an ice cream concession in the Park, stating that her
understanding was that the Committee is subject to the Town Council’s Standing
Orders, with a duty to ensure the Trust remains financially secure.
Jeanette
Marsh

Spoke to say residents have stated that they are happy with the lovely park. The café
offers a very good service to residents and engagement in a dialogue between the café
and the committee is a positive step that should enable stability for both the Trust and
café.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee, held
in the Committee Room of Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on
Tuesday 20th June 2017, commencing at 7pm, when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Cllrs G Kennedy (Chairman), J Bartlett, N Chambers, M Hood, B Miller and S Davies, M
Lovell, D Towner together with Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
9 members of the public were present.

CPM12.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
No apologies were received.
Absent: Cllr T Webb

CPM12.2

To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda.

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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None.
CPM12.3

To receive and approve the minutes of the extraordinary Collett Park Committee
held on 18th May 2017.
The minutes were received by the meeting and signed by the chairman as a correct
record.

CPM12.4

To review the approved Collett Park 5yr Management Plan in order to update and/or
amend the actions identified.

SHORT TERM ACTIONS

PROGRESS

Establish Friends of Collett Park

Matter to be added to August agenda for resolution as
to methods to enable progress

Feasibility Study into pavilion and Invitations to three companies to provide Landscaped
Architectural Designs – two received to date.
review of energy costs
Third being chased as at 20/06

Annual Tree Survey

Survey complete. Essential works required have been
ordered. Detailed update to follow.

Review Signs at each Entrance

Agreed to seek fresh designs from IdVerde 11/04/17,
min. 11.5.6
Cllr Kennedy confirmed that the most appropriate,
cost effective option is to apply a skim to the old
signs.
Cllr Chambers noted that there are no signs in the
play areas to identify suitable age ranges of young
people when using equipment. Matter added to
August for resolution on detail/restrictions advertised
by the signs, plus costs.

Wildlife and Biodiversity audit

Assistance offered by IdVerde and accepted.
Deputy TC to chase.

Review Litter
positioning

Bins

quality

and

Two ‘Teddy’ bins purchased and being installed.

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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MEDIUM TERM ACTIONS

PROGRESS

Installation of a MUGA

Provisional Drawings will be sent by email to
members prior to the next meeting.
It was acknowledged that bookings at local
MUGA/sports pitches are at capacity, which
demonstrates a community need for another facility.

Maximise the number of events in Events are encouraged and booked through the
Collett Park
application process under the Users Policy and
Guidance and Rules.

CP12.5
(1)

Report of the Deputy Town Clerk.
Control of rats within the park.

A pest control service had suggested holding a night shoot to address the rodent problems, however
MDC have advised against this method in an open pubic park and therefore alternative options are
being sought.
(2)

Provisional dates for events in the park

The following dates have provisionally been requested to be held in the park in 2018, subject to
submission of appropriate application forms and documentation:
20/05/17 – Festival of Dogs: organiser, Neil Watkins.
24/06/18 - Emergency Service Day (fete in aid of charity with displays by emergency services):
organiser, Nick Tolson
Previously agreed - Café’s schedule of events, plus Collett Festival 16th September concert.
(3)

Travellers in Collett Park

Following events on 20/06, the travellers have been moved from both West Shepton Recreation
Ground and from Collett Park. Litter picking and checking for hazardous waste is still underway.
Due to the unpredictable nature of the situation and the lack of information regarding the current
location and destination of the travellers, the vehicle entrances to Collett Park have been temporarily
blocked with large skips to prevent unwanted access.
Cllr Kennedy expressed the Committee’s appreciation to Pete Dredge, Town Ranger, for his efforts in
safeguarding the Park, which resulted in fewer travellers accessing the site and subsequently enabled
the clear up to be dealt with more swiftly. Thanks were also expressed to the Town Council staff for
their swift actions in assisting with the eviction.
CP12.6

Resolutions

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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(1) To resolve that the Festival of Dogs is permitted to be held in the park on 20th
May 2018, subject to the usual health & safety/public liability requirements.
Resolved that, subject to the submission of satisfactory paperwork, the Festival
can proceed on 20/05/18.
(2) To resolve that the public are excluded from the meeting due to the confidential
nature of the matters to be discussed relating to sensitive commercial & legal
arrangements under item CPM12.6(3) and 12.6(4).
Resolved that the public shall be lawfully excluded from the meeting.
Mrs Jo Murray & Sarah Allen remained for item CP17.13(3)
(3) To hear Jo Murray, owner of Collett Park Café, and to engage in an initial
dialogue with regards the terms of the Café current and future arrangements.
Mrs Murray confirmed that the café is happy to negotiate on new terms with the
Trust and welcomes the opportunity to continue to work to make the café
profitable.
The café holds a number of free and charitable events throughout the year, which
are designed to enhance the Park, benefitting the inhabitants of Shepton Mallet
and attracting customers to the café. Additionally, the business employs 1 full time
and 7 part time staff from the town.
Cllrs asked questions and sought clarification from Mrs Murray.
Mrs Murray and Ms Allen left the meeting.
The Committee discussed the suitability of potential specific terms and the impact
of those terms on future concessions within the park.
It was agreed that, in the interests of moving the Trust forward, the Committee
must resolve the difficulties associated with conflicting historical agreements and
that trading partners should be given an explanation of the reasoning for the
Committee’s decisions.
Cllr Bartlett requested that any votes taken are recorded votes.
1. Cllr Davies proposed that, to ensure it has a record of the reasons for decisions
made, the Corporate Body, as Sole Trustee, is briefed once a decision on final
terms has been taken.
The Committee unanimously resolved to agree the proposal.
2. Cllr Kennedy proposed that the Committee agrees that supporting the café is of
benefit to the Trust based on its charitable objects.
The Committee unanimously resolved to agree the proposal.
3. Cllr Kennedy proposed that the Committee agrees that the Deputy Town Clerk,
on behalf of the Committee, enters into negotiations with Collett Park Café Ltd
SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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to reach an agreement for a 3-year exclusive arrangement to trade within
Collett Park.
It was resolved to agree that the Deputy Town Clerk takes action to carry out the
negotiations as stated.
Final decisions on terms will be authorised by the committee prior to contracts.
For:
Against:

Cllrs Kennedy, Lovell, Chambers, Towner, Miller, Hood and Davies.
Cllr Bartlett.

(4) To receive from the Deputy Town Clerk an update on the potential terms of a
legally binding agreement with Collett Park Café Ltd.
The Deputy Town Clerk updated the Committee on advice taken from a specialist
local council property Solicitor on the matter of lease arrangements and the fees
associated with writing suitably binding terms.
The public were invited to re-join the meeting to observe proceedings.
(5) To resolve whether to enter into a formal open tender process in respect of an
ice cream concession in Collett Park.
Cllr Kennedy proposed an amended resolution, which was seconded by Cllr Mark
Hood:
To resolve not to proceed with a tender process for an ice cream concession in
Collett Park, subject to successful negotiations with Collett Park Café Ltd on
terms that benefit the Trust and are based on the comparison of simple financial
value verses a wider package of benefits.
It was resolved, on the basis proposed, not to proceed with a tender process for an
ice cream concession.
For:

Cllrs Kennedy, Lovell, Chambers, Towner, Miller, and Hood.

Cllrs Bartlett and Davies abstained from the vote.

CPM12.7

Other business referred to the Deputy Town Clerk
None

CPM12.8

Date of next ordinary meeting – 15th August 2017.

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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Public Session
Cllr B Height

She was concerned that the requested A5 Units permission (17/1319) if approved
could well result in further pressure on the existing town centre food outlets.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 27th June 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices Shepton
Mallet BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett J Marsh Messrs M Lovell N Chambers N Shearn T Webb together
with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole
There were two members of the public present

TDP37.1

Apologies for absence
Cllr Mrs D Losey

TDP37.2

Declarations of Interest
None.

TDP37.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 6th June 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 6th June 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read
approved and signed as such.

TDP37.4

Planning Matters – Applications for consideration

17/1382 Proposed six new glamping pods and associated Recommended
James U’Dell landscaping and infrastructure works in the approval
grounds of the Grade II Listed Charlton House
Hotel.
Charlton House Hotel Charlton Road Shepton
Mallet BA4 4PR
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Councillor Mrs Jeannette Marsh arrive at the meeting at 7.10 pm

17/1319 Application to vary conditions 2 (drawing
Anna Clark
numbers) and 4 (highway layout) of planning
approval 2016/1845/FUL (Alterations to existing
workshop, to form workshop/part showroom.
Change of use of existing showroom to retain an
A1 unit, and provide 2no A5 units and a gym (use
class D2) on the ground and first floor.
Alterations to crossovers and provision of
additional parking) to facilitate changes to
access, rear elevation and parking.

Members
were
concerned at the
possibility of these
units if granted
permission
could
potentially have a
detrimental effect
on the Town Centre
outlets.
Members
recommended that
a sequential test
Shepton Mallet Motors Townsend Shepton should be carried in
Mallet BA4 5SB
the first instance

17/1331 Erection of two storey rear extension.
Lorna Elstob

Recommended
approval

15 Draycott Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HT

17/1522 Retrospective – Proposed decking and levelling Recommended
Lorna Elstob
of garden.
approval
1 Willow Drive Shepton Mallet BA4 5JU
17/1559 6 x Leylandii trees which have seriously outgrown
Bo Walsh
the space causing them to die, kill the ground
and the native trees nearby.
Trees: T1, T2, T3, T4, T5, T6

Subject to the MDC
Tree Officer being of
the mind that the
proposed work was
essential

Sunny Mount Ham Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5JW
17/1511 Single storey extension to rear and internal As the building is in
alterations.
a conservation area
17/1512
SMTC wished to be
Carlton
Downside
Inn
Bath
Road
Downside
Shepton
assured that only
Langord
Mallet BA4 4JL
natural
building
materials would be
used
if
the
application is to
approved

17/1531 Proposed single and two storey rear extension.
James U’Dell

Recommended
approval subject to
2 The Woodlands Brewery Lane Shepton Mallet the extension using
BA4 5QU
materials as per the
existing building
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17/1518 Garage conversion and first floor extension.
Lorna Elstob

Recommended
approval

53 Whitstone Rise Shepton Mallet BA4 5QA

TDP37.5

Planning Applications Decided

No

TDP37.6

Address

Town Council

District

16/3068 13 Dukes Field Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 4DL

Approved with
conditions 07/06/17

17/0623 Park Farm House Forum Lane Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5JL

TPO not required
09/06/17

17/1192 The Hollies Leg Square
Shepton Mallet BA4 5LH

TPO not required
09/06/17

Not consulted

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None

TDP37.7

Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 18th July 2017 at Asham Committee Room Mendip District
Council Offices BA4 5BT.
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Public Session
No speakers.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee held in the
Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 11th July 2017.
Present:

Councillor N Chambers (Chairman) with Cllrs D Losey, M Lovell, M Hood, N Shearn, S
Davies, D Towner and Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
In addition, there were seven members of the public present.

OS11.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr Inchley

OS11.2

To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda
Cllrs S Davies OS12.14(9)

OS11.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 23rd May 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd
May 2017 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

OS11.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1)
(2)

Remembrance Sunday 2017 – Cllr S Davies to update
No update
Installation of Large poppies for 30/11/17 – Cllr Chambers to update
No update

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..

OS11.5(2)
OS11.6(4)
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OS11.5

For resolution.
(1)

To receive an update from the Strawberry Line East Group and resolve what action
the Council can take to help progress the project.
The Committee heard from Strawberry Line East (SLE) representatives Bob Murrel
and Richard Jones who updated the meeting on an exercise underway to map an
‘Accessible Shepton Mallet’.
Since the MDC Planning Board’s decision to refuse permission for the path at the
cutting, the SLE group have brought on board John Grimshaw, Chief Executive of
Sustrans, who has been involved nationally in the development of many high profile
foot/cycle paths. John is working with the group to help write a new application for
a more significant stretch of path that would improve non-motor vehicle access
between residential areas and Collett Park, the West Shepton playing fields and
potentially the hospital. The group reported that discussions with landowners are
constructive and ongoing.
Resolved that the Committee will assist with progression of the Strawberry Line
plans for Shepton Mallet by offering assistance in the compilation of the ‘Accessible
Shepton Mallet’ map.
The Committee additionally requested that advance information is given to the
Planning Committee to enable it to prepare itself to speak in favour of the project at
the MDC Planning Board.
The Committee advised the SLE Group that SMTC should be approached for funds in
respect of the future planning application fee.

(2)

To resolve whether to permit a large 10’x6’ shed to be sited on the communal plot
at Hitchen Lane allotments.
Under the usual terms of the lease, sheds are permitted to a max size of 4’x6’.
Andy Towner addressed the meeting to request permission for the large shed so the
communal plot holders can share a store for tools and materials. Andy confirmed
that the communal allotment, on which the shed would be sited, is the leased to his
daughter on standard lease terms, but used communally as agreed with the Council.
If given permission to install the shed, the group working on the plot will seek s.106
funding to pay for it.
All parties were unclear as to who would own the shed, or be responsible for it,
which the Committee considered a significant issue when use is shared beyond the
lease.
The Committee deferred the item until the Open Spaces meeting on 05/09/17 to
enable a site visit by Cllrs Chambers, Losey, Hood and Office Manager, Paula
Robertson.

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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(3)

To resolve whether to support an application by the communal plot holders at
Hitchen Lane allotments for s.106 funds to purchase and site a shed.
Item deferred subject to OS11.14(2).
The chairman permitted a change to the running of the agenda to bring forward
item OS11.14(8)

(8)

To resolve how to proceed with a project to improve the façade of the Town
centre as suggested by Revd Jonathan Hunter Dunn (public session 23/05/17).
Robert Goodhand addressed the meeting to express the willingness of the Church to
work with SMTC to support improvements within the town. Robert shared his
compilations of lists of activities in Shepton Mallet and of properties and empty
shops in the town centre.
Robert has met with Sheena Brook, who has been involved with the Window
Project. The aim is to make empty properties look more attractive through use of a
large canvasses or window vinyl depicting street scenes.
Jonathan Hunter-Dunn has previously expressed a keenness for a more proactive
approach, buy using a team of skilled volunteers prepared to physically improve
some of the poor condition frontage.
The Committee acknowledged that this is a significant project requiring a motivated
group able to make strong landowner connections to establish what is feasible and
to get real action off the ground.
It was resolved that the Deputy Clerk will look into the potential of setting up a Civic
Society, as exists in other towns, that might be better placed to compliment the
Town Council in advancing this and other such large projects. For report to Open
Spaces 05/09/17.

(4)

To resolve the arrangements for judging the annual allotment awards in early
August 2017.
Resolved that Cllrs Losey & Chambers will judge the allotments from 10am,
10/08/17. Cllr Shearn will additionally join the judging in the morning and Cllr
Towner in the afternoon.

(5)

To receive the schedule of estimated payments in respect of invoices from
Maverick Industries for the skatepark, and to acknowledge that the payments will
be processed by the Town Clerk within the payment terms of the contract.
Resolved that the Committee agrees the Town Clerk’s delegated authority to make
payments of invoices for the skatepark under the contract terms.

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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(6)

To receive a draft proposal of the Committee Action Plan.
Resolved to consider the Draft Open Spaces Action Plan at an extraordinary
meeting to be called in August, to which all town councillors will be invited to
attend and play an active part, prior to the Plan being published for public
consultation.

(7)

To resolve to accept the recommendation of the Festive Lights working group with
regards the successful tender submission for the festive lights.
Cllr Chambers confirmed he has consulted with the Chamber of Commerce on the
Working Group’s plans for festive lights and that the preferred design meets with
the Chamber’s approval.
Resolved that the Committee agrees to contract with LITE Ltd for a 3 year festive
lighting contract.
See above for agenda item 8

(9)

To resolve to enter into discussions with MDC for SMTC’s ownership of the West
Shepton Playing Fields
Cllr Davies declared an interest in this item, but was invited, by the Chairman, to
speak to offer the benefit of his knowledge in his capacity as an MDC Councillor.
The Deputy Clerk notified the meeting that brief investigations appear to show
that, whilst MDC is open to the idea of asset transfers to Town Councils, the
disposal of such a large site is not in keeping with MDC’s long term asset strategy.
Should the Committee wish to make a formal approach to MDC it should put
together a preliminary Business Case.
With Cllr Davies’ advice, a revised proposal was agreed: To resolve to enter into
discussions with MDC to consider ways to improve recreational facilities at West
Shepton Playing Fields
Resolved to agree the revised proposal and that the Deputy Clerk will make a
formal approach to MDC to open discussions on what options are agreeable.

(10)

To resolve what projects the Committee intends to undertake in 2018/19 and to
agree the subsequent budgetary need.

Resolved that the Committee will aim to provide the RFO with its budgetary need
once it has ascertained suitable projects from the Open Spaces Action Plan.
OS11.6

Other business referred to the Deputy Town Clerk
To investigate and report back to Open Spaces, 05/09, on ways of working with partners to
form a group that can address anti-social street drinking in Shepton Mallet

OS11.7

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 5th September 2017

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Two members of the public were present.
Cllr B Height:
17/1458 – Concerned the effect this will have on the footfall of the Town Centre.
17/1701 – Speaking on behalf of Cllr S Davies. There are no obvious changes to the previous
application for this site. No thought given to those inhabiting the properties, eg dementia sufferers.
17/1749 – Welcomes this application.
17/0331 – Concerns over the industrial usage of site. Buildings derelict for a number of years which
could have an impact on wildlife living there.
Mrs P Haskins
17/1458 – Sees no logic in moving the library from the Town Centre as there are already a number of
empty properties. It would be a backward move for the town.
17/1701 – The properties appear very close together with no thought given to disabled/older people
who are more likely to live here to move around the outside of the properties easily.
17/0331 – Concerned about the industrial development of site and the increase in traffic this would
Cause.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 18th July 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and J Marsh Messrs N Chambers M Hood and N Shearn
together with Office Manager Mrs P Robertson

TDP38.1 Apologies for absence
None
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TDP38.2 Declarations of Interest
J Marsh – MDC Councillor

TDP38.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 27th June 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 27th June 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such
TDP38.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration (MDC)

17/1458 Extension to existing Council Offices and part Members unanimously did
James
change of use from B1 to D1
not support this application
U’Dell
on the grounds of:
Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Design – lack of natural
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5BT
light;
Lack of parking
spaces/restricted time for
parking use;
Damage to the footfall in
Town Centre;
Poor design for library
working, and
Non-research led sequential
test
17/1701 Erection of 6 no. detached bungalows with Members unanimously did
Daniel
integral garages.
not support this application
Foster
on the grounds of:
Land at 361385 143242 The Sidings Shepton Overdevelopment of the
Mallet
area;
Lack of space between the
properties – bungalows
essentially for
disabled/elderly people –
no room for
wheelchair/mobility scooter
access
17/1579 New side and rear extension.
Lorna Elstob

78 Shaftgate Avenue Shepton Mallet BA4 5YQ

Members unanimously did
not support this application
on the grounds of
overdevelopment of the site
and major change to the
street scene.
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17/1749 Replacement windows to flat.
Howard
Warren

31A High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AQ

Members supported this
application, 5 votes for and
1 against subject to the
decision of the
Conservation Officer

17/0331 Redevelopment of redundant farm buildings into Members unanimously
Carlton
1 dwelling house (buildings 1 & 2).
agreed that clarification
Langford
from MDC planning officer
Rock Farm Windsor Hill Downside Shepton Mallet needed as proposal differs
from the original application
form. The members gave
delegated powers to the
Chair and Vice Chair to
make decision once
clarification received
17/1807 Various works as per schedule provided.
Bo Walsh

Collett Park Park Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5BP

Members supported this
application, 5 votes for and
1 abstention

TDP38.5 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration (SCC)

17/1821 Alterations to rear extension of Highfield House, Members unanimously
Laura
Change of Use from B1 to D1
supported this application.
Horner
Highfield House – Mendip District Council Offices,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BT
(GR: 361862 – 143308)

TDP38.6 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/0657

Land to Rear of 52 High Street Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5AS

Approved with
conditions 23/06/17

17/0876

28 Paul Street Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 5LA

Approved with
conditions 26/06/17

17/1101

21 Nightingale Grove Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5PZ

Approved with
conditions 16/06/17
177

17/0469

Land opposite 17-25 The Not supported
Sidings Shepton Mallet BA4 5FJ

Refused 16/06/17

17/0614

Highfield
House
Mendip Not supported
District
Council
Offices
Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet

Approved with
conditions 20/06/17

17/1298

Judges Court 3A Waterloo Supported
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HG

TPO not required
20/06/17

17/0645

3 West Shepton
Mallet BA4 5EB

Shepton Supported

Refused 04/07/17

TDP38.7 Planning Applications Withdrawn
16/2670

14 Hitchen Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5TW

Not supported

TDP38.8 Notice of Appeal
APP/Q3305/W/17/3177025 – 7 Stevens Close, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5SG
TDP38.9 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
TDP38.10 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 8th August 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
Liz Jordan
She indicated that she represented the Shepton Mallet Carnival Club as being responsible
for financial matters for the club. She explained in some detail how much it costs to run
this spectacular annual event each November. She finished by saying how much the club
welcomed the financial assistance given by the Town Council by way of an annual grant.
Mr Robert Goodhand
He reminded members as to his involvement and that of the parent club with regards to
the group entitled GetURSkates. He went further to explain the link between the parent
club and the new initiative and why they were seeking financial support for a grant from
the |Town Council.
Mr Peter Hillman
He reminded the Town Council that despite writing to the Town Council yet again apart
from a formal acknowledgement from the Town Clerk a formal response to his questions
still remained unanswered. He hoped that the members would soon find time to answer
the question he raised relating to a Town Improvement Plan.
Mr Simon Davies – District Councillor
He asked the members to fully support the grant request from the Carnival Club when the
matter came up for discussion later in the meeting.
Mr John Parham – County Councillor
He updated the meeting briefly regarding subject matters that were pertinent to the
County Council.

The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to open the
formal meeting by welcoming both councillors and members of the public.
161 | P a g e

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council Chamber of
Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 25th July 2017 when the
following business was transacted
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey J Marsh
Messrs N Chambers S Davies M Hood C Inchley B Miller J Parham R Scott N Shearn
together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole and Mrs Sam Winter Project Officer
In addition there were 7 members of the public present.

29.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
Councillors Mrs D Towner and Mr G Kennedy

29.2

To receive any declarations of interest
29.4.2a

29.3

Councillor N Shearn

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting - Tuesday
25th April 2017 – Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council - Tuesday 9th May
2017 - Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting - Tuesday 13th June 2017.
At the request of Mrs Jeannette Marsh members agreed to receive and put for approval first
the minutes of Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday 9 th May 2017.
She then proceeded to inform the councillors of her recent meeting with the Town Clerk
when she discussed her wish to have the record of the public session amended so that “in
her words” the matter of how she dealt with the word cowardly could be correctly reflected
in those records.
The Town Clerk in turn indicated that whilst he was willing to accept that the wording
purportedly spoken by Councillor Mrs Jeannette Marsh at that meeting should appear in the
record of the Public Session he also stood by his own reporting of the session.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday 9th
May 2017 not be approved.
It was explained by the Town Clerk that the record of Public Sessions does not form part of
the formal minutes of a meeting but merely act as a record of what was said by whom.
On a requested recorded vote Mesdames J Bartlett B Height J Marsh and Messrs S Davies
and J Parham voted in favour of not approving the said minutes whereas Councillors Mrs D
Losey Messrs N Chambers M Hood C Inchley M Lovell B Miller R Scott and N Shearn voted of
approving the said minutes.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday 9th
May 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read signed as such by the
Chairman as being a true and correct record – carried by 8 votes in favour to 5 against
Resolved that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 25th
April 2017 and the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday
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13th June 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read signed as such by the
Chairman as being a true and correct record.
29.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public
(i)

25

Mr Peter Hillman
Seeking furthers answers as to the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan – Is it
intended to give a response after this evening’s meeting.

(ii)

Mrs Pat Haskins
Seeking reassurance that the proposed drafting of a Five Year Plan was being
undertaken – again it is proposed to advise Mrs Haskins after this evening’s
meeting what the latest position is on the subject.

(iii)

Mrs Bente Height
It was reported that the preferred location had been turned down by First Bus.
However Cllr Height still intended to pursue the matter even if a different
location was subsequently agreed upon by local residents.

(b)

Investment Account

25.4.c

A verbal report was given to the meeting whereby the Town Clerk indicated that he
was waiting for some more background information.
(c)

Street Signage and Ownership of the Town’s Car Parks

25.4.e

This matter is yet to be progressed by the Open Spaces Committee
(d)

Ground Care Contract

25.4.f

Being progressed by the Open Spaces Committee
(e)

Broken Paving Slabs

25.4.

This matter is yet to be progressed by the Open Spaces Committee
(f)

Neighbourhood Plan

25.4.k

The Town Clerk indicated that he had received interest from 4 volunteers as well as a
potential chairman. It would be his intention to arrange a preliminary meeting as soon
as practible. The meeting was reminded that the Town Council should still have some
tangible input if only to give approval on financial matters.

(g)

Great War “Celebrations” Armistice

25.4.m

Cllr Mrs J Marsh advised the meeting that a working group meeting was scheduled for
next week.
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(h)

Chamber of Commerce – Christmas Lights

25.4.n

Cllr N Chambers confirmed that a preferred contractor had been chosen and that the
Town Council was waiting to receive and sign a formal contract. It was planned that
there would be a different theme over the next three years.
(i)

Waterloo Road Crossing

25.6.6

Cllr J Parham advised that the expected consultation was probably due in the autumn.
(j)

West Shepton Skatepark

26.2

The Deputy Clerk advised the meeting that the Contractors had made excellent
progress and the anticipated completion date of September was still on time.
29.5

Chairman’s Announcements’
The Chairman indicated due to other pressures he was unable to attend many of the
Civic Mayor Making Ceremonies

29.6

Resolutions
(1)

To note the intention to pay the budgeted grants in respect to:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)

Cenotaph Charity
Market Cross Charity
Collett Park Charity
Town CCTV
Citizens Advice Bureau
Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show
Shepton Mallet Carnival
Tourist Information Centre

1000
1000
1000
9500
4500
1000
500
1000
5500

Resolved to note the intention to pay the budgeted grants as listed
(2)

To resolve to consider the following Grant Funding Applications
(a)

Evercreech Explorer Scouts

Resolved that sum of £200 be awarded to purchase camping equipment
(b)

Shepton Mallet Lantern Festival

Resolved that the sum of £250 be awarded

(c)

Shepton Mallet District Guides

Resolved that the sum of £1,350 be awarded
(d)

Shepton Get Ur Skates on
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Resolved that the sum of £1,000 be awarded
(e)

Collett Park Café

Resolved by way of a recorded vote with Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey J Marsh
together with Messrs N Chambers M Hood C Inchley M Lovell B Miller J Parham R Scott
and N Shearn voting in favour and Mrs B Height and Mr S Davies voting against that a
sum up to £300 be paid to the contracted band on receipt of a formal invoice.
(3)

To receive and note the End of Year Internal Audit Letter Report.
Received

(4)

To receive the Annual Budget Report for the Year End 31st March 2017
Received
Members were reminded that the report clearly sets out Budget versus Expenditure
for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2017.

(5)

To receive the Annual Accounts for the Year End 31st March 2017
Received

(6)

To note the receipt of Mendip District Council’s Economic Development Strategy
Consultation Draft.
Noted
Members were reminded of the importance of being involved in this Consultation by
ensuring that their comments formed part of the overall process

(7)

To propose members (5) for a newly constituted Committee of the Council entitled
Market Cross Charity Committee.
Resolved that Councillors D Losey N Chambers C Inchley J Parham and Neil Shearn
serve on The Market Cross Charity Committee together with the Ex-Officio members
being M Hood & M Lovell

(8)

To resolve that the office makes use of and implements an IZETTLE Card Payer.
Resolved that the office proceeds to purchase an IZETTLE Card Player together with
the requisite mobile phone in order to effect on line financial transactions.

(9)

To resolve to amend the wording in the Council’s Financial Regulations (reapproved 9th May 2017) as set out in Appendix A herewith attached.
Resolved to amend the wording in the Council’s Financial Regulations as set out
hereunder

BUDGETARY CONTROL AND AUTHORITY TO SPEND
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4.1

Expenditure on revenue items may be authorised up to the amounts included for
that class of expenditure in the approved budget. This authority is to be
determined by:

•

the council for all items over £5,000;

•

a duly delegated committee of the council for items over £500; or

•

the Clerk, in conjunction with Chairman of Council or Chairman of the appropriate
committee, for any items below £500 £1500
Such authority is to be evidenced by a minute or by an authorisation slip duly
signed by the Clerk, and where necessary also by the appropriate Chairman.
Contracts may not be disaggregated to avoid controls imposed by these
regulations.
In cases of extreme risk to the delivery of council services, the clerk may
authorise revenue expenditure on behalf of the council which in the clerk’s
judgement it is necessary to carry out. Such expenditure includes repair,
replacement or other work, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for
the expenditure, subject to a limit of £500. The Clerk shall report such action to
the chairman as soon as possible and to the council as soon as practicable
thereafter.

(10)

To resolve to agree in principle that the Town Council should acquire a
Defibrillator(s) and if so agree on its proposed location.
Resolved in principle that the Town Council should acquire a Defibrillator(s) and that
the discussion as to where in regard to location(s) be deferred to both the Open
Spaces Committee and the Collett Park Committee

(11)

To resolve to respond to Mendip District Council’s Consultation – Public Space
Protection Order.
Resolved that the Town Council should as matter of importance respond to this
consultation and that member’s views would be sought by way of e-mail thus
allowing the Town Clerk sufficient time to submit those views.
Suggestions made were that
1. Dogs should be on leads at all times both in Collett Park and Town Centre
environs
2. The current alcohol restriction order to be extended to embrace the Town Centre
and to retain the present restriction order in Collett Park

(12)

To resolve that the Town Council agrees in principle to hold a three day event in
Collett Park on the 8th 9th and 10th June 2018.
Resolved that the Town Council agrees in principle to the holding of a three day
event in Collett Park on the 8th 9th and 10th June 2018 subject to the caveat that a
fully costed budget is provided and agreed upon no later than the Town Council
Meeting on the 28th |November 2017
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(13)

To resolve to give due consideration to an initiative being sponsored by Mendip
District Council entitled “Changing Places” and deciding whether to actively support
or not.
Resolved that due consideration is given to an initiative being sponsored by Mendip
District Council entitled “Changing Places” and the matter be further explored by
both the Open Spaces Committee deciding whether to actively support or not.

(14)

To resolve to receive the accounts and associated papers for the three months
ending 30th June 2017 showing budget versus expenditure.
Resolved to receive the accounts and note the Budget versus Expenditure for the
three months financial period 1st April to the 30th June 2017

29.7

To formally note the items of expenditure for the months of May & June.
The Town Clerk explained that the information had been delayed due to the fact that
he had secured the restructuring of the accounts. This was undertaken in order that
the activities of the individual council committees could be more readily identified.

29.8

To receive reports if deemed necessary from the following Town Council Representatives:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Youth Club
Urban Forum
Mendip Rocks
Healthwatch Somerset
Chamber of Commerce
MDC CCTV User Group

ML
BH/SD
SD/BP
JP
RS
SD/NS
NS/TW

(h)

Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau

BH/CI

Cllr. Bente Height informed the meeting of her recent attendance at a meeting of the
Bureau where she was somewhat taken back by the amount of case studies they
were currently undertaken.
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)
(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)
29.9

Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show
Leisure Centre Committee
Shepton Mallet Carnival Club
Tourist Information Centre
Shepton Mallet Health Campus
Shepton Mallet Twinning Association
Shepton Mallet Branch of the British Legion

GK
JP
JP
MD/TW
DL/DT
DL
DL
SD

To receive the Minutes of the following Committees and Working Groups to note the
decisions thereto:(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Town Development & Planning Committee – 16/05/17 – 06/06/17 – 27/06/17 – 18/0717
Policy & Resources Committee – 13/06/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 20/06/17
Open Spaces Committee - 11/07/17
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Received and noted
29.10 Correspondence
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)

SLCC – Details of the Leadership in Action Conference
The Pension Regulator – further instructions and Updates
Seafarers UK – Fly The Red Ensign – 3rd September
CPRE – Somerset Voice – Spring/Summer 2017
Shepton Mallet Sports FC
MDC – Economic Development Strategy Consultation Draft
The Somerset Leveller – Issue No 26 – June 2017
Clerks & Councils Direct – Issue 112 – July 2017
RUH Bath – Insight – Issue No 34 – Summer 2017
Shepton Mallet United Charities – Alms Houses Open Day 22/07/17
Somerset Youth & Community Service Update – July 2017
Tozers Solicitors – Fixed Fee Advice Centre
Somerset Waste Partnership – Briefing July 2017
SCC - Proposed Parking Consultation – Wells Road & St Peters Road
Post Office – Public Consultation – Branch Relocation

(C)
(BP)
(C)
(C)
(C)
(C)
(O)
(O)
(O)
(C)
(C)
(C)
(C)
(C)
(C)

29.11 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None
29.12 Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Town Development & Planning Committee – 08/08/17 – 29/08/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 15/08/17
Cenotaph Charity Committee – 22/08/17
Open Spaces – 05/09/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 12/09/17
Town Council 26/09/17
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Five members of the public were present.
Mrs P Haskins
Raised concerns about the safety of the junction of Windsor Hill Lane and Bath Road.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 8th August 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and J Marsh Messrs M Lovell and N Shearn together
with Office Manager Mrs P Robertson

TDP39.1 Apologies for absence
Cllr N Chambers
TDP39.2 Declarations of Interest
Cllr J Marsh – MDC Councillor

TDP39.3 To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held
on Tuesday 18th July 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 18th July 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read approved and
signed as such
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TDP39.4 Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/1822 Alterations to rear extension of Highfield House, Members supported
Rob Palmer
change of use from B1 to D1.
this application 3 votes
for, 1 against and 1
Highfield House Mendip District Council Offices abstention.
Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet
17/1706 Leylandi (T1) Fell due to size, proximity to dwelling Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
and double leader form. (Inclusion).
supported this
application provided
27 Back Lane Darshill Shepton Mallet Somerset BA4 that the species is
5JS
leylandi.
17/1703 Ash T1 fell because it has advanced stem decay and is
Bo Walsh
close to walls, waterways and large dwelling.
Standing stem advanced decay at base. Leaning stem
severe rot.

Members unanimously
supported this
application.
(Confirmation of email
support)

Land at rear of Milestones Back Lane Darshill
17/1742 Upgrading and extension of an existing dwelling, Members unanimously
Carlton
including increasing the roof pitch to allow the use of supported this
Langford
the attic floor and linking the current dwelling to the application.
existing garage.
Longmead Back Lane Downside Shepton Mallet
17/1725 Application for variation of conditions 1 and 4 of
Daniel
planning consent 2016/2827/VRC (relating to the
Foster
approved solar farm) to allow alteration to the
landscaping scheme.

Members did not
support this
application, 4 votes for
and 1 against on the
grounds of insufficient
New Row Farm Yelling Mill Lane Downside Shepton screening.
Mallet BA4 4JT

17/1942 Single storey front extension.
Lorna Elstob

Members did not
support this
The Old Rope House Bath Road Downside Shepton application, 3 for 2
against on the grounds
Mallet BA4 4JX
of design – four
attractive mullions
being removed.

17/1918 Replacement of French doors to provide better Members unanimously
Howard
draught proofing and insulation. The current doors supported this
Warren
are of no heritage value and are poorly application.
constructed/draughty.
30 Coombe Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5XA
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17/1967 Erection of detached dwelling with access off of The Members supported
Daniel
Sidings.
this application, 4 votes
Foster
for and 1 against.
Land opposite 12/14 The Sidings Shepton Mallet BA4
5FJ
17/2082 Removal of conifer.
Bo Walsh

Stoneyhurst Coombe Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5UX

Members unanimously
supported this
application subject to
the approval of the
Tree Officer.

17/2083 Erection of PVC banner on boundary wall facing A37.
Lorna Elstob

Members did not
support this
Shepton Mallet Leisure Centre 11-13 Charlton Road application, 4 votes for
Shepton Mallet BA4 5PG
and 1 against. They
feel it is too distracting
for motorists in the
proposed site and feel
it should be moved
down opposite the
entrance to the
brewery.

17/1988 - Cllr Simon Davies raised concerns over the loss of the ATM to the Town Centre. The fact
that there could only possibly be one left in the future could have a negative impact on small
businesses.

17/1988 Removal of 1no. ATM and infilling of aperture with Members unanimously
Rob Palmer
stonework to match the existing façade.
did not support this
application. Whilst they
Natwest Bank 25 High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AF can empathise with the
desire to restore a
heritage building, they
are concerned the
about the long term
impact of the loss of
the ATM to the Town
Centre.
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TDP39.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

17/1331

15 Draycott Road Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5HT

Approved with
conditions 13/07/17

17/1292

The Hollies Leg Square Shepton Not Supported
Mallet BA4 5LH

Split Decision
18/07/17

17/1239

69 Mason Way Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 5SN

Approved with
conditions 19/07/17

17/1518

53 Whitstone Rise Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5QA

Approved with
conditions 20/07/17

17/1401

9 Cornwall Road
Mallet BA4 5UP

Prior approval not
required

17/1821/CNT

Highfield
House
Mendip Supported
District
Council
Offices
Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet

No objection
19/07/17

17/1559

Sunny Mount Ham Lane Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5JW

TPO not required
21/07/17

Shepton Not consulted

District

TDP39.6 Planning Applications Withdrawn

17/0960 25A Town Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5BE
17/0961

Supported

TDP39.7 Appeal Decision
Appeal Ref: APP/Q3305/W/16/3158063 – The Former Shepton Mallet Prison, Frithfield Lane,
Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5LU – Appeal allowed and planning permission granted.
TDP39.8 Notice of Appeal
Appeal Ref: APP/Q/3305/W/17/3178834 – Land Adj. to Bowlish Lane Shepton Mallet
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TDP39.9 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
Planning Board 16/08/17:
2016/2485 – Former Shepton Mallet Prison
2017/0706 – The Coach House, Brewmaster Buildings
TDP39.10 Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 29th August 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council
Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session
No speakers.
Minutes of an extraordinary Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee
held in the Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Thursday 10th
August 2017.
Present:

Councillors D Losey (as Chairman) with, M Hood, N Shearn, J Bartlett, D Towner, B Miller
and Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
In addition, there was one member of the public present.

OS12.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllrs S Davies, N Chambers, M Lovell
Absent: Cllr C Inchley
All SMTC councillors were invited to attend and play a full part in the meeting. Apologies
were received from Cllrs J Marsh & B Height.

OS12.2

To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda
None

OS12.3

To agree projects for inclusion in an Open Spaces Action Plan and resolve how to
progress.
Each item on the draft plan was considered and a proposed plan agreed for consultation.

OS12.4

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 5th September 2017

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee, held
in the Committee Room of Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on
Tuesday 15th August 2017, commencing at 7.15pm, when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Cllrs G Kennedy (Chairman), J Bartlett, N Chambers, M Hood, B Miller and S Davies, M
Lovell, D Towner together with Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
3 members of the public were present.

CPM13.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr B Miller
Absent: Cllr T Webb

CPM13.2

To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda.
None.

CPM13.3

To receive and approve the minutes of the extraordinary Collett Park Committee
held on 20th June 2017.
The minutes were received by the meeting and signed by the chairman as a correct
record.

CPM13.4

To review the approved Collett Park 5yr Management Plan in order to update and/or
amend the actions identified.

SHORT TERM ACTIONS

PROGRESS

Establish Friends of Collett Park

See resolution 8

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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Feasibility Study into pavilion and Invitations to three companies to provide Landscaped
Architectural Designs – two received to date.
review of energy costs
Third being sought

Annual Tree Survey

Survey complete. Essential works required are
underway.

Review Signs at each Entrance

Promote under Open Spaces Action Plan by way of
SMTC grant.

Wildlife and Biodiversity audit

Idverde to meet to pursue Green Flag

Review Litter
positioning

Bins

quality

and

Two ‘Teddy’ bins installed.

MEDIUM TERM ACTIONS

PROGRESS

Installation of a MUGA

Promote under Open Spaces Action Plan by way of
SMTC grant and further fundraising.(Subject to
impact from outcome of feasibility study).

CP13.5

Report of the Deputy Town Clerk.

(1)

Provisional dates for events in the park
Festival of Dogs - Please note that the date of the event has changed from 20/05 to
13/05/18.

(2)

Vehicle access to Collett Park

(min item 13.12(3))

See item 13.24 (2) – Improvements were agreed under delegated powers to improve
the security of the vehicle entrances to the Park at Park Road and Collett Avenue.
Idverde considered similarly sized secured entrances to parks that require easy 2-way
access and subsequently advised on installation of metal bollards rising from the
ground and fitted with a cropping resistant lock.
The bollards have to manufactured and there is some significant delay. Idverde have
supplied (for free) temporary bollards at Park Road whilst we await the heavy duty
bollards and a skip remains at the Collett Avenue access (again at no cost to the Trust).

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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(3)

Park Inspections
Inspections have flagged up a crack in a gate pillar on the top field. Initial assessment
indicated the pillar and wall might need taking down and rebuilding. Quote being
sought for works.

(4)

Long term tree plan

(min 13.8(15))

Many of the trees in Collett Park are reaching a similar age as the condemned beech,
and as such many will be approaching the end of their lives. The Committee would be
well advised to have in mind a strategy to start planting new trees for the enjoyment
of future generations.
The Armistice working group has suggested it would be willing to plant a new tree,
possibly an Oak, near the site of the old beech as a symbolic act of remembrance.
CP13.8

(1)

For resolution.

To resolve whether to give permission in principle to the Forever Butterfly Charitable Trust
to construct a Butterfly Memorial Garden within Collett Park.
Nick Tolson was invited to join the meeting to answer questions. He clarified that the
proposal is to gift the garden to the community through the Collett Park Trust. The Butterfly
Trust will continue to fundraise and will finance the build as well as 5 years of
maintenance/serving.
Resolved that Cllrs Chambers, Kennedy, & Davies will meet with the Butterfly Trust and
Idverde to establish the possible options with regards construction and ongoing maintenance
costs of a garden. The Cllrs will report back to the Collett Park Committee with further detail
for resolution.

(2)

To resolve to retrospectively approve the emergency expenditure of £2,469.32 (incl. Vat) for
the installation of 3 lockable bollards at the vehicle entrances to Collett Park.
Resolved that the Trust approves the payment and will ask SMTC to fund the essential
security works under the Trust’s annual grant.

(3)

To resolve to retrospectively approve the instruction to Idverde that skips remain in situ, at
a cost of £15 per day, per skip, until entry bollards are installed.
Resolved that the Trust approves the payment and will ask SMTC to fund the essential
security under the Trust’s annual grant.

(4)

To resolve to pay £1,392, excl VAT, for emergency works carried out in June 17 to make
temporarily safe a dangerous beech tree
Resolved that the Trust approves the payment and will ask SMTC to fund the emergency
safety actions under the Trust’s annual grant.

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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(5)

To resolve to retrospectively approve the felling of the beech tree as per the Tree Officers’
advice.
Resolved that felling of the tree is approved.

(6)

To resolve what to do with the main stem of the felled beech tree.
Resolved that the felled main stem will remain, safely wedged in situ, so a decision can be
made at a later date when the full extent of the stem is visible

(7)

To resolve whether to install a defibrillator within the Park.
Resolved to install a defibrillator in the park and to enter into an agreement at a total cost of
£1,800 for a four year term with South West Ambulance Service.

(8)

To resolve the process to progress the creation of a Friends of Collett park group.
Resolved Cllr Kennedy to draw up a press release suitable for all media that invites residents
to a meeting to form a Friends group. Deputy Clerk to seek out ‘friendly’ draft terms of
reference.

(9)

To resolve whether to erect signs in the play areas to identify user’s age restrictions.
Resolved that signage will be purchased at max c. £100 to allow users to know the suitable
age ranges.

(10)

To approve the Deputy Clerk’s expenditure of £82.50, excl. VAT, for the treatment of a
wasps nest in the bandstand on 28/08/17.
Resolved that the Trust approves the payment and will ask SMTC to fund the necessary safety
actions under the Trust’s annual grant.

(11)

To acknowledge that a decorative remembrance bench bought by the Royal British Legion
will be sited in the Park as per the Bench Policy.
Resolved that the siting is acknowledged.

(12)

To resolve the new location for the existing bench, that will be moved to allow siting of the
Remembrance bench (above).
Resolved that the Deputy Town Clerk will consult with the Town Ranger to decide a suitable
location.

(13)

To resolve whether to apply to SMTC for funds to carry out works for resurfacing with
tarmac the ground outside the younger children’s play area at a cost of £11,848.32, excl
VAT.
Resolved to defer this item until the results of a feasibility study are reported.

(14)

To resolve whether to resurface with tarmac the ground inside the younger children’s play
area at a cost of £397.32, excl VAT

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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Resolved that this work should be carried out using the existing grant from SMTC.
(15)

To resolve to procure a Tree Strategy to inform the long term planting and replacement
needs of trees in the park so that continuity of green infrastructure is maintained for future
generations. (estimated cost c.£1000)
Resolved that a strategy should be sought from the existing Tree Officer within the estimated
budget.

(16)

To resolve what projects the Committee intends to undertake in 2018/19 and to agree any
subsequent budgetary need from the Town Council.
It is anticipated that a feasibility study will complete in 2018, at which point the Committee
will be in a position to decide on projects and apply for a 2019/20 grant from SMTC based on
those findings.
Resolved that the level of 2017/18 grant should be maintained, in addition to the £10k
already allocated for the feasibility study.

(17)

To receive for approval a pre-planning application amendment to add an extension to
Collett Park Café, within the existing footprint.
Resolved that the Committee approves the plans as shown.

(18)

To resolve that the press and public are excluded from the meeting due to the confidential
nature of matters to be discussed relating to sensitive commercial and legal arrangements
under items CP13.8 (19).
Resolved to exclude the oppress and public.

(19)

To receive an update on legal and commercial matters with regards concessions in Collett
Park
The Committee received an update on legal and commercial matters.

CP13.9

Other business referred to the Deputy Town Clerk
None

CP13.10

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 17th October 2017

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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Minutes of a the Annual General Meeting of the Collett Park Trust, held in the Committee Room of
Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 15th August 2017,
commencing at 7pm, when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Cllrs G Kennedy (Chairman), J Bartlett, N Chambers, M Hood, B Miller and S Davies, M
Lovell, D Towner, D Losey, with 2 members of the public and Sam Winter, Deputy Town
Clerk.

CPT1 To receive the examined accounts for the year end 31st March 2017
The accounts were received.
CPT2 To receive the Annual Report of the Charity
The annual report was presented to the meeting by the chairman.
CPT3 Date time & venue of the next Annual General Meeting – TBA

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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SHEPTON MALLET CENOTAPH CHARITY
(Registered Charity 204004)
Annual General Meeting
Minutes of an Annual General Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Cenotaph Charity that was held in
the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet
on Tuesday 22nd August 2017 that commenced at 7.00 pm when the following business was
transacted
Present:

Councillors - Messrs M Lovell C Inchley and N Shearn together with the Town Clerk
Mr B Poole who chaired the meeting.
Also in attendance one member of the public namely Mr W Dunscombe

CC1.1 To receive apologies
Councillor Mr G Kennedy
CC1.2 To receive the Examined Accounts for the Year End 31st March 2017
These were received and duly noted that they been reported to the Charity Commission a
copy which will be attached to the minute book
CC1.3 To receive the Annual Report of the Charity
The meeting Chairman indicated that the report had been duly circulated and that there were
spare copies on the information table
CC1.4 To consider and discuss but not to resolve any matters deemed to be of importance in
respect to the Cenotaph Charity and that can be passed to the Charity Management
Committee Meeting immediately following this meeting.
Mr Will Dunscombe indicated that he wished to raise at the next meeting a number of
concerns that he had with respect to the recent repairs to the Cenotaph.
CC1.6 Date Time & Venue of next meeting – January 2018
1|Page
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Mr W Dunscombe

He read out to the meeting from a prepared written statement some of the
concerns that he had with respect to the standard of the repairs that had been
recent carried out. He was also of the view that the agreed regular programme
of the general tasks was not being carried out as it should. He was thanked for
his presentation and it was confirmed by the Town Clerk that he would readily
look into his specific concerns and I due time report back to him.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph Management Committee that
was held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road
Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 22nd August 2017 commencing at 7.10 pm when the following business
was transacted
Present:

C6.1

Councillors Messrs M Lovell C Inchley N Shearn together with the Town Clerk Mr B
Poole. Also in attendance was one member of the public.

To Elect a Committee Chairman
Councillor M Lovell was so appointed

C6.2

To Receive Apologies
Cllr. Mr G Kennedy
Non Attendees – Messrs Hood Parham & Webb

C6.3

Declarations of Interests
None

C6.4

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph
Management Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 17th January 2017
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Resolved that the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Cenotaph Management
Committee held on Tuesday 23rd August 2016 that had been previously circulated be taken as
read approved as being a correct record and signed as such by the Meeting Chairman
C6.5

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a) Members of the Public

C5

Mr Simon Davies – Vat and Closure of the Shepton Mallet Cenotaph Charity
As agreed a written response to the above two questions was provided.
(b) Works to the Cenotaph

C5.4.a

The agreed works have now been undertaken and completed by Ellis & Co as set
out in the commissioned survey written by Beech Tyldesley. The Town Council
has reported on the completed works to the War Memorial Trust and is now
waiting to receive the promised grant funding. (£1400.00)
(c) Remembrance Service 2017

C5.4.c

It is understood that arrangements are in hand for this service.
(d) Commemoration of the end of The Great War

C5.4.d

A separate Working Group is now working towards the arrangements for this
important commemoration for which the Town Council has agreed to budget the
sum of £5,000 for both the current and next financial year.
C6.6

To receive the Examined Accounts for the Year End 31st March 2017
Received and it was also noted that accounts for the financial period – 31st March 2017 – had
also been laid before the Town Council

C6.7

To propose any projects for inclusion in a five year Committee Action Plan and to resolve
the process for the plan’s implementation.
It was agreed that further discussions would be had with IdVerde as to what their current
operations were relating to the Cenotaph and also whether further requirements could be
included if found necessary to maintain the Structure in good condition. Mention was made
of the fact that IdVerde no longer had to carry out work to the Park Aviary so there may well
be some spare capacity that could be put to use elsewhere.

C6.8

To consider and discuss but not to resolve any matters deemed to be of importance in
respect to the Cenotaph Charity.
None

C6.9

Date Time & Venue of next meeting – Tuesday 16th January 2018
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Decisions made by delegation due to be heard 29th August 2017

17/2077 Poplar – fell, Willow – pollard, Ash – crown Members support this
Bo Walsh
reduction, Acer – crown lift.
application subject to the
Tree Officer
Lower Silk Mill Back Lane Darshill Shepton
Mallet
17/1802 Replacing the existing front door which is Members support this
Howard
draughty, has been repaired many times application
Warren
and is insecure. Replacing with same style
of door as existing. No significant changes
to the property, new door will not have
letterbox.
30 Coombe Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5XA
17/2170 Proposed felling of Tree 3 Yew and tidying Members support this
Bo Walsh
up of Trees 1 and 2 Yews.
application subject to the
Tree Officer
1 The Lodge Western Court Shepton Mallet
BA4 5DQ
17/2159 T1. Reduce weight on south-facing limb; T2. Members support this
Bo Walsh
Cedar - 20% crown reduction; T3. Conifer - application subject to the
fell; T4. Rowan - shape crown after Tree Officer
removing T3; T5. Birch – 25% reduction to
retain tree; T6. Lime – fell as oversized &
replant with more manageable species; T7.
Birch – fell large post pollard and replant to
present a more attractive tree; T8. Ash – fell
severe bark removal, onset of decay,
becoming increasingly unsafe; T9. Ash –
remove 2 lower major limbs (SE) and (SW).
Park House Forum Lane Shepton Mallet BA4
5JL
17/2030 To reduce one mature sycamore (T1) by Members support this
Bo Walsh
30%. The tree has begun to overshadow the application subject to the
adjacent garden. Tree has previously been Tree Officer
reduced heavily, it is not to these points
that the application is made but to establish
184

new.
44 Allyn Saxon Drive Shepton Mallet BA4
5QH

17/2088 Application for the change of use of the unit Members support this
Carlton
from Class A2/B1 to a veterinary surgery application
Langford
(Class D1) and installation of six no. external
air conditioning units.
The Coach House Townsend Shopping Park
Shepton Mallet BA4 5EG
17/1856 Erection of a terrace of 3 dwellinghouses Members support this
Carlton
within the grounds of the Kings Arms, application
Langford
Shepton Mallet including associated
demolition work and the relocation south
boundary wall.
The Kings Arms Garston Street Shepton
Mallet BA4 5LN
17/2289 Proposed felling of 2 Birch Trees in a Members support this
Bo Walsh
Conservation Area.
application subject to the
Tree Officer
The Cottage Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet BA4 5RE
17/2047 Change of use from shop storage area to Members support this
create 1No. self contained flat including application
17/2048 refurbishment works.
James
U’Dell

25 Town Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5BE

Signed …………………………………………………………………… (Chairman) Date ……………………………………………
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Public Session
Garfield Kennedy

Garfield updated the Committee on issues with regards the Sunday Market and
the impressive community spirit shown in getting ‘Big Weekend’ leaflets
donated and delivered (16th & 17th Sept). Although there will be no MDC
operated December Market, in its place Helen Reader is organising a Victorian
Christmas Extravaganza on 17/12 for which SMTC support would be much
appreciated (the Committee members voiced their support for such an event).
Garfield also asked the committee to consider recognising 700yrs of the
Market Charter in 2018.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee held in the
Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 5th September 2017.
Present:

Councillor N Chambers (Chairman) with N Shearn, M Hood, C Inchley and Sam Winter,
Deputy Town Clerk.
In addition, there were two members of the public present.

OS13.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllrs D Losey, M Lovell, S Davies & D Towner

OS13.2

To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda
None

OS13.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 11th July 2017 & the extraordinary meeting held on 10th August 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meetings were approved as a
correct record and signed by the Chairman.

OS13.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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(1)
(2)

Remembrance Sunday 2017 – Cllr S Davies to update
No update
Installation of Large poppies for 30/11/17 – Cllr Chambers to update

OS11.5(2)
OS11.6(4)

Cllr Chamber explained that plans to install large poppies is progressing.
(3)

Application to install shed on Communal allotment plot – withdrawn

OS11.5(2)

Noted
(4)

Resolution to enter into discussions with MDC to consider ways to improve
recreational facilities at West Shepton Playing Fields superseded by agreed Action
Plan that will concentrate on improvement to existing SMTC facilities
OS11.5(9)
Noted

OS13.5

To receive the Deputy Town Clerk’s report
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Drunkenness & consumption of alcohol in public places
Public session
Skate Park Project – Progress Report
Repainting of bench in town centre
OS11.6(1)
Sunday Market
Potential implementation Civic Society to look into town centre improvementsOS11.5(8)
Garston Street Grass & advice on using volunteers

The report was received.
For resolution.
OS13.6

For resolution.
(1)

To receive a proposal of the Committee Action Plan and agree how to proceed.
The Chairman invited Cllr Kennedy to join the meeting to contribute to the item.
In the interests of expediency, the Committee resolved to accept the content of the
Action Plan without further consultation (Plan appended to these minutes).

(2)

To resolve to agree a license with Somerset County Council to plant and maintain
the Highways planter in Town Street.
Resolved to agree the terms of the license, without fee.

(3)

To resolve to accept a quote for £255 from Idverde to measure allotment plots.
Resolved to accept the quote.

(4)

To resolve to accept a request from Mr & Mrs Phillips, Hitchen Lane allotment
holders, to have beehives on plot number 044.

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Resolved to permit the siting of a single beehive on plot 44, subject to conditions as
laid down by the Deputy Town Clerk.
(5)

To resolve to accept a quote for £187.20 to repair the fence at the Somerset Close
allotments and install additional timber rails to avoid further vandalism.
Resolved to accept the quote.

(6)

To resolve what projects the Committee intends to undertake in 2018/19 and to
agree the subsequent budgetary need.
Resolved that, with reference to the Action Plan, that the Committee requests:
£25k for updating all signage
£10K to allow a contribution towards the refurbishment of the BMX track.
£TBC to enable work to address anti-social street drinking problems
£5k towards play equipment (in addition/continuation of the existing £10k EMR)

(7)

To resolve whether to install a defibrillator within the town.
Total cost of £1,800 for a four year term with South West Ambulance Service.
Resolved to enter into an agreement with South West Ambulance Service to install a
defibrillator within the town, inclusive of the provision of basic CPR training.

(8)

To resolve whether to accept, and to take full responsibility for, Chris Inchley as a
volunteer to carry out grass cutting at Garston Street open space.
Item withdrawn.

(9)

To retrospectively approve the purchase of the UK Merchant Navy’s official flag
“Red Ensign” so that it might be flown on the SMTC Flag Pole on appropriate days
– 3rd September in 2017)
Resolved to approve the purchase and display.

OS13.7

Other business referred to the Deputy Town Clerk
None

OS13.8

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 14th November 2017

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee that was
held in the Asham Committee Room Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road Shepton
Mallet on Tuesday 12th September 2017 commencing at 7.30 pm when the following business was
transacted.

Present:

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Councillors Mesdames J Bartlett J Marsh and D
Towner Messrs Councillors N Chambers C Inchley G Kennedy J Parham N Shearn and
the Town Clerk Mr B Poole.
Absent Councillor R Scott

P&R15.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.

P&R15.2

To receive any declarations of interest

Councillor Mr M Hood

None
P&R15.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting
held on the Tuesday 13th May 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee held on Tuesday 13th
June 2017 which had been previously circulated were taken as read approved as being a
true and accurate record and signed as such by the Chairman.

P&R15.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

YMCA’s Grant Funding Application

P&R14.5.i

See Agenda Item 15.5.4
(b)
(c)

Special Deposit Account
Purchase of Francis Farmer’s Picture

P&R14.5.f
P&R14.5.g
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Work in progress
(d)

Securing the service of an Internal Auditor

P&R14.5.h

See Agenda item 15.5.7
(e)

Grant Funding – Bowlish School et al

P&R14.5.1

Matter satisfactorily concluded
P&R15.5

Resolutions
(1)

To resolve to approve the amended Town Council’s Scheme of Delegation

(2)

To resolve to approve the amended Town Council’s Terms of Reference

(3)

To resolve to approve the amended Town Council’s Publication Scheme

(4)

To resolve to approve the proposed amendments to the Town Council’s
Document Retention and Destruction Policy
Resolved to approve all of the above amendments as set out in the supplied
paperwork of the meeting.

(5)

To resolve to consider a Grant Funding Application from Life Education
Wessex
Resolved on this occasion not to provide a grant

(6)

To resolve to consider a Grant Funding top up Application from Shepton
Mallet YMCA
Resolved that a grant of £3,000 be given to the YMCA for both the current
financial year and the two subsequent financial years

(7)

To resolve to appoint an Internal Auditor for a term of three years
commencing 1st October 2017.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Quotation F.1
Quotation F.2
Quotation F.3
Quotation F.4

£325.00
£325.00
£325.00
£325.00

Resolved to re-appoint the current Internal Auditors namely Lightatouch being
quotation F.1 for three years commencing November 2017
(8)

To resolve that Cllrs Hood and Miller become signatories to the Unity Trust
Bank Accounts and that Cllrs Height and Marsh be removed as signatories to
the Unity Trust Accounts as per their request.
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Resolved that Councillors Hood & Miller become signatories to the Unity Trust
Bank Account and that Councillors Height and Marsh be removed as signatories
(9)

To resolve to receive Statements of Account for the financial period 1 st April
2017 to the 30th June 2017.
Resolved to receive the Town Council’s Statement of Account for the financial
period 1st April 2017 to the 30th June 2017

(10)

To note the submission of the documentation to Grant Thornton in respect to
the Annual Return 2017
Noted

(11)

To note the receipt of the Collett Park Café Limited Unaudited Financial
Statements for the year ended 30th April 2017
Noted

P&R15.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
The Town Clerk indicated that he had been asked by local residents as to why Shepton
Mallet believed to be the only Town in Somerset that did not have the civic office of
Town Mayor. The response from members was that the idea of a Town Mayor had been
discussed previously but not progressed as the main thrust behind the views then was
that the whole programme would come at a cost which was considered at that time to
be unsustainable.
He also said that he was investigating the idea of having an annual civic service where
part of the proceedings would involve the recognition of local people who had
contributed to the well being of the community.

P&R15.7

Date Time & Place of next meeting – Tuesday 14th November 2017
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Three members of the public were present.
Mrs P Haskins
Raised concerns about application 2017/2320 - Single Storey extension to front of
existing bungalow – Moongate Back Lane Downside Shepton Mallet of which there
had been four previous applications all of which had either been refused or
withdrawn.
Mr P Hillman

Firstly he circulated to each of the members present a prepared paper. From it he
referred to the imminent planning application to the Cannards Grave Road and asked
how does the SMTC intend to influence the development activities and associated
impact on the Town? (Copy attached to these minutes)

The Committee Chairman Councillor Lovell thanked both for their presentations.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 19th September 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Messrs N Chambers M Hood and M Lovell (Committee Chairman) together with
Town Clerk Mr B Poole.

TDP41.1

Apologies for absence
Cllr Mrs D Losey. The following were not present at the meeting – Cllrs Bartlett,
Marsh, Shearn and Webb.

TDP41.2

Declarations of Interest
None
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TDP41.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 8th August 2017 and to retrospectively approve the decisions made
by delegation for matters due to be heard on 29 th August 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 8th August 2017 be taken as read be approved as being a
true and accurate record and signed as such. Also to resolve to retrospectively
approve the decisions made by delegation for matters due to be heard on 29th
August 2017 which had also been circulated and answered by e-mail.

TDP41.4

Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/2324 Proposed tree/branch cutting in a Conservation Area to
Bo Walsh
create no more than 1 metre clearance to allow access
for BT line maintenance works.

Resolved to approve

Land Near Ham Mill Wells Road Shepton Mallet
17/2269 Carport and utility area. Porch to main house.

Resolved to approve

Lorna Elstob

2 Westfield Shepton Mallet BA4 5TY

17/2320 Single storey extension to front of an existing
Lorna Elstob bungalow.

Resolved to approve

Moongate Back Lane Downside Shepton Mallet BA4 4JR
17/2207 Single storey conservatory.

Resolved to approve

Lorna Elstob

28 Hyatt Place Shepton Mallet BA4 5XY

17/2417 Laurel/Hazel – Reduce height of Cherry Laurel and multi
Bo Walsh
stemmed Hazel in a hedge which consists of two
mature Laurels and one Hazel to a height of 5/6ft.

Resolved to approve

Claremont Princes Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HL
17/2414 T1 – Mature Sycamore – remove to ground level and Resolve to refuse
Bo Walsh
treat.
because it was felt
that currently it does
12 Peter Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5BL
not
present
all
problems.
Would
consider
suitable
remedial work
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17/2447 Proposed Felling of Horse Chestnut Tree
Gill Davies

Old Manor House Ham Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5JR

Resolved
that
confirmation should
firstly be sought from
MDC Tree Officer if
the tree was in fact
dead. If so fine but a
replacement
tree
should be planted

17/2481 Proposed section fell and grind stump of a T1 –Thuja Action deferred so
Bo Walsh
and T2 – Ash
that members could
site visit
Shepton Mallet Cemetery Off Cowl Street Shepton
Mallet
TDP41.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/0706 The Coach House Brewmaster Not supported
Buildings Lower Charlton Trading
Estate Martins Lane Shepton Mallet
BA4 5QE

Approved with
conditions 21/08/17

17/2082 Stoneyhurst Coombe Lane Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5UX

TPO not required
24/08/17

17/1579 78 Shaftgate Avenue Shepton Mallet Not supported
BA4 5YQ

Approved with
conditions 30/08/17

17/1531 2 The Woodlands Brewery Lane Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5QU

Approved with
conditions 30/08/17

17/1988 Natwest Bank Ltd 25 High Street Not Supported
Shepton Mallet

Granted Listed
Building Consent
14/09/17 – Not
Supported by SMTC

17/2083 Shepton Mallet Leisure Centre
11-13 Charlton Road

Permission Refused
13/09/17

Not Supported

17/2170 1 The Lodge Western Court Shepton Supported
Mallet

TPO Not required
(No Objection)
11/09/17
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17/1918 30 Coombe Lane Shepton Mallet

17/1802 30 Coombe Lane Shepton Mallet

Granted Listed
Consent 05/09/17

Supported

17/1942 The Old Rope House Bath Road Supported
Downside Shepton Mallet

TDP41.6

Granted Listed
Consent 05/09/17

Approved with
conditions
11/09/17

Other Business Referred to the Town Clerk
1.

Consultation on proposed improvement works: Waterloo Road Shepton
Mallet

Resolved that as wide a circulation as possible should be undertaken by the Town
Council to include social medium platforms.
2.

Re-consultation reference alterations to rear extension of Highfield House
Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet.

Resolved that SCC should be asked for electronic copies of the re-drawn plans
TDP41.7

Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 10th October 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District
Council Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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TOWN DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE – WEDNESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER

You may remember the concern previously expressed about the potential disruption that could be
caused during large developments. Well given that the planning application for development of the
prison won its appeal, the overruling of enforcement on Kingsland Road together with the imminent
planning application for housing, school and business units on the strategic site adjacent to Cannards
Grave Road how does the SMTC intend to influence the development activities and the associated
impact on the town including:
x
x
x
x

Ensuring that there is a co-ordinated response to the planning application for development on
Cannards Grave road including citizen view, impact on traffic, infrastructure and connection
with the rest of the town
Ensuring that the impact of multi year building projects are managed and minimised
Ensuring a coordinated response to any consultation on additional development sites that
may be included in the LP2 (Site Allocation) & further potential sites
Linking together projects such as the cycle path and access to the town

It will be worth bearing in mind that these developments may well overlap in their construction times

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 343984
Email:
TownClerk@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Prior to the proceedings commencing the Chairman indicated to the members of the
public present that it was his intention to make presentations to the winners highly
commended and runners up in the 2017 Allotment Awards. He was ably assisted by Mrs
Paula Roberts (SMTC Office Manager) whom he thanked for undertaking the task once
again in respect to the Town Council’s Allotments. He concluded by also thanking the
members of the Town Council who undertook the judging. The results were as follows. Of
those present received their prizes which took the form of certificates and a quantity of
sponsored seeds. The out right winners in two allotment locations also received a cup.
Allotment Site
Allyn Saxon Drive
Hitchen Lane

Whitstone Road

Plot Number
003 & 004
048
028
047
031
067
094
066
088

Tenant Name
Mr & Mrs Barber
Mrs T Campbell
Ms J MacFarlane
Mrs A Johnson
Mr R Phillips
Ms Linda Meadows
Mr J Wilkinson
Mrs J Nathan
Mr & Mrs Bailey

Award
Winner
Winner
Runner Up
Highly Commended
Best Newcomer
Winner
Runner Up
Highly Commended
Best Newcomer

Public Session
Mike Forbes
He gave a very comprehensive background as to how Mendip Community
Transport works the area it covers and the number of people organisations and
groups who use it. He also gave an outline as to the costs involved. A number of
questions were put to him for whom he gave satisfactory answers.
Mrs Christina Kennedy
She indicated that she was speaking on both her account and that of her
neighbour in regards to the difficulties they were experiencing with speeding
vehicles passing their respective properties. They had made representations to
SCC Highways who had suggested the installation of a SID (Speed Indicator
Device) if the local council would support the application. She then stressed that
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it was important to have the support of the Town Council in this matter and as
such she hoped that the members would approve the resolution that was before
them on the meeting agenda.
Mrs Helen Reader
Spoke about all the hard work that had gone into supporting and overseeing
both the Sunday Market and the Friday Market. She stated that she was
concerned when she learnt that one dual hatted councillor had allegedly said
“the market should not be supported by Mendip”. She was appreciative of the
monetary support she had received from the Town Council and she hoped that it
would continue to provide support both morally and financially.
Mr Simon Davies – District Councillor
Indicated that through Government Funding (£360,000) MDC were in a position
to give grants to those local businesses whose payable rates had increased by
more than 12 ½% in order to mitigate the increase.
Mr John Parham – County Councillor
He updated the meeting briefly regarding subject matters that were pertinent to
the County Council such as:(1) SKANSKA who were the Highway Engineers for SCC had found a way of
cutting time drastically when carrying out road repairs by using a unique
patching system.
(2) National Adoption Week commencing 16th October
(3) There was to a review of the Integrated Family Resources
(4) Review of Library Services was being undertaken
(5) EDF had set up with SCC at Hinkley Point an Education Business Partnership
(6) He emphasised the need for people to have the Flu Jab
(7) Some 16 rural communities were about to see Broadband being installed
The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to
open the formal meeting by welcoming both councillors and members of the public.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council
Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 4th
October 2017 when the following business was transacted
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey
D Towner Messrs S Davies M Hood C Inchley B Miller J Parham R Scott N
Shearn together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole and Mrs Paula Robertson
Office Manager for the Presentation part of the meeting
In addition there were 15 members of the public present – the majority
being Allotments Holders who also departed from the meeting after the
formal presentation.
Also in attendance was a reporter – James Stomper - from the Shepton
Journal
170 | P a g e

30.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should
be formally approved by council.
Councillors Mrs J Marsh and Mr N Chambers

30.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

30.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting - Tuesday 25th
July 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday
25th July 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read signed as such
by the Chairman as being a true and correct record.

30.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public

(i)

Mrs Liz Jordan – Shepton Mallet Carnival Club

29

Attended to provide the Town Council with a current outline of the
Club’s activities with regard to the Grant that they receive from the
Town Council
(ii)

Mr Robert Goodhand – GetUrSkastesOn
Gave a brief outline as to why this new Town Group was seeking
funding. Members will recall that a grant was agreed upon.

(iii)

Mr Peter Hillman – Town Improvement Plan
Asked of the Town Council as to when they were going to address
the questions Shepton Mallets had posed relating to the Town
Improvement Plan

(b)

Investment Account

29.3.b

See 30.5.10
(c)

Neighbourhood Plan

29.3.f

The Town Clerk is preparing to hold in the next few weeks another re-launch
of a Steering Committee for this very important piece of essential town
council work.
(d)

Great War “Celebrations” Armistice 100

29.3.g

Councillor Mrs Jeanette Marsh will provide an update to the meeting
(e)

Waterloo Road Crossing

29.3.i

See 30.5.4
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(f)

Budgeted Annual Grants

29.6.1a/i

(g)

Grant Funding Applications

29.2.a/e

All agreed grants have been concluded satisfactorily
(h)

IZETTLE Card

29.8

Work in progress
(i)

Policy Wording Amendment

29.9

The proposed policy wording amendments were agreed subsequently upon by the
Policy & Resources Committee
(j)

Location of Defibrillator(s)

29.10

Work in progress
(k)

Public Space Protection Order

29.11

Currently being implemented by MDC
(l)

Changing Places

29.13

I do not see any ground swell at present from the Town Council that it wishes to
support this initiative.
30.5

Chairman’s Announcements’

30.6

He commented of the great success of the opening day and wished to thank the
Deputy Clerk for her hard work in bringing the project to a conclusion.
Resolutions
1.

To note the appointment of Mr David Pilbeam as a Trustee of Shepton Mallet
United Charities
Resolved to approve the appointment of Mr David Pilbeam as a Trustee of Shepton
Mallet United Charities

2.

To resolve that the Plaque entitled “HMS Mendip” be given to Royal British Legion
Shepton Mallet Branch on permanent loan.
Resolved that “HMS Mendip” plaque be given to Royal British Legion Shepton
Branch on permanent loan

3.

To note the resolutions that were approved by the Policy & Resources Committee
at their meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2017
Noted

4.

To decide on a formal Town Council response to the Somerset County Council
Consultation on the proposed improved works – Waterloo Road Shepton Mallet
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Resolved that following form a working party in order to ascertain the concerns of
both the residents and teachers before formally replying to SCC (Traffic Highways)
Councillors B Height C Inchley & Garfield Kennedy
5.

To decide on a formal Town Council response to the Somerset County Council
proposals to the Commercial Road Roundabout.
Resolved that following form a working party in order to ascertain the concerns of
the residents before formally replying to SCC (Traffic Highways)
Councillors B Height C Inchley G Kennedy and N Shearn

6.

To resolve that all Town Council Meetings be recorded
Resolved that all Town Council Meeting be recorded
Resolved that the Town Clerk may source and provide the necessary audio
equipment if the audio facilities cannot be traced in the various Mendip District
Council rooms that are used by the Town Council

7.

To resolve to employ the services of a Tozers an HR Specialist Company on a current
annual fee of £1,500 plus vat
Resolved by 8 votes to 4 to employ the HR Services of Tozers at the current quoted
figure of £1,500 for the 2017/18 period

8.

To resolve to support a request from residents of Lamberts Hill West Shepton to
SCC (Traffic Management) that a SID (Speed Indicator Device) be located in
Lamberts Hill.
Resolved to support a request from the residents of Lamberts Hill West Shepton to
SCC that a SID be located on Lamberts Hill and that SMTC pay if necessary any
additional cots involved with the erection of the equipment

9.

To resolve to note the proposed insertion of the words “24 hours” before the
current words “prior notice” in the opening paragraph of the Town Council
Agendae and that sets out arrangements for the Public Speaking Session held prior
to all meetings of the Town Council.
Resolved that the words “24 hours” be inserted before the words “prior notice” in
the opening paragraph of the Town Council’s Agendae that sets out the
arrangements for the Public Speaking Sessions held prior to all meetings of the Town
Council
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30.7

To formally note the items of expenditure for the months of July & August
Noted
The Town Clerk was asked by Councillor Judy Bartlett if the accounts for Collett Park Festival
would be presented in full at some stage to the Town Council to which he affirmed that they
would be.

30.8

To receive reports if deemed necessary from the following Town Council Representatives:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)
(m)
(n)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Youth Club
Urban Forum
Mendip Rocks
Healthwatch Somerset
Chamber of Commerce
MDC CCTV User Group
Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau
Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show
Leisure Centre Committee
Shepton Mallet Carnival Club
Tourist Information Centre
Shepton Mallet Health Campus

ML
BH/SD
SD/BP
JP
RS
SD/NS
NS/TW
BH/CI
GK
JP
JP
MD/TW
DL
DL

(o)

Shepton Mallet Twinning Association

DL

Councillor Mrs Deborah Losey advised the members of the forthcoming visit by the
French later in the month of August
(p)

Shepton Mallet Branch of the British Legion

SD

Councillor Mr Simon Davis confirmed that following the recent AGM of the group
they were in good shape mainly due to the hard work of Andy Ransom
30.8

To receive the Minutes of the following Committees and Working Groups to note
the decisions thereto:(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Town Development & Planning Committee – 08/08/17 – 29/08/17 – 19/09/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 12/09/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 15/08/17
Collett Park Charity AGM – 15/08/17
Open Spaces Committee – 05/09/17
Cenotaph Management Committee – 22/08/17
Cenotaph Charity AGM – 22/08/17
Armistice Working Group – 01/08/17
Received and duly noted

30.9

Correspondence
(1)
(2)

Planning Local – Newsletter Issue 3 August 2017
CPRE – Field Work – Summer 2017

E
C
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(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)

CPRE – Countryside Voice
SCC – Proposed Stopping-Up Order – 2 Summerleaze Park
SCC – Road Traffic Regulation – Mendip Order 2012
Letters of Thanks
(a)
Mendip Community Transport
(b)
GetURSkatesOn
Somerset Waste Partnership – August Briefing
The Mendip Society
(a)
Newsletter Issue No 150 – August 2017
(b)
Programme – August to December
SCC – The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment “Our County 2017 – Ageing Well”
Shepton Mallet Snowdrop Festival 2018
SCC Youth & Community Service – Update – August 2017
SCC – Temporary Closure of Footpath SM 21/32
Clerks and Councils Direct
CPRE – “What’s Special To You” – Landscape issues in your Neighbourhood Plan
CPRE Somerset – Details of the AGM to be held on the 12th October 2017
The Post Office – Local Public Consultation Decision – The Town Post Office
SCC – Family Support and Children’s Centres Consultation

C
C
E
O
C
E
C
C
C
E
E
E
C
C
C
E
E

30.10 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

To note the successful completion and opening of the newly constructed West
Shepton Skate Park
Noted

(2)

To note the office arrangements during the Town Clerk’s forthcoming hospitalisation
Noted

30.11 Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Town Development & Planning Committee – 10/10/17 – 31/10/17 – 21/11/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 17/10/17
Cenotaph Charity Committee – 16/01/18
Open Spaces – 14/11/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 07/11/17
Town Council – 28/11/17
Market Cross Management Committee (TBA)
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TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 343984
Email:
TownClerk@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Prior to the proceedings commencing the Chairman indicated to the members of the
public present that it was his intention to make presentations to the winners highly
commended and runners up in the 2017 Allotment Awards. He was ably assisted by Mrs
Paula Roberts (SMTC Office Manager) whom he thanked for undertaking the task once
again in respect to the Town Council’s Allotments. He concluded by also thanking the
members of the Town Council who undertook the judging. The results were as follows. Of
those present received their prizes which took the form of certificates and a quantity of
sponsored seeds. The out right winners in two allotment locations also received a cup.
Allotment Site
Allyn Saxon Drive
Hitchen Lane

Whitstone Road

Plot Number
003 & 004
048
028
047
031
067
094
066
088

Tenant Name
Mr & Mrs Barber
Mrs T Campbell
Ms J MacFarlane
Mrs A Johnson
Mr R Phillips
Ms Linda Meadows
Mr J Wilkinson
Mrs J Nathan
Mr & Mrs Bailey

Award
Winner
Winner
Runner Up
Highly Commended
Best Newcomer
Winner
Runner Up
Highly Commended
Best Newcomer

Public Session
Mike Forbes
He gave a very comprehensive background as to how Mendip Community
Transport works the area it covers and the number of people organisations and
groups who use it. He also gave an outline as to the costs involved. A number of
questions were put to him for whom he gave satisfactory answers.
Mrs Christina Kennedy
She indicated that she was speaking on both her account and that of her
neighbour in regards to the difficulties they were experiencing with speeding
vehicles passing their respective properties. They had made representations to
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SCC Highways who had suggested the installation of a SID (Speed Indicator
Device) if the local council would support the application. She then stressed that
it was important to have the support of the Town Council in this matter and as
such she hoped that the members would approve the resolution that was before
them on the meeting agenda.
Mrs Helen Reader
Spoke about all the hard work that had gone into supporting and overseeing
both the Sunday Market and the Friday Market. She stated that she was
concerned when she learnt that one dual hatted councillor had allegedly said
“the market should not be supported by Mendip”. She was appreciative of the
monetary support she had received from the Town Council and she hoped that it
would continue to provide support both morally and financially.
Mr Simon Davies – District Councillor
Indicated that through Government Funding (£360,000) MDC were in a position
to give grants to those local businesses whose payable rates had increased by
more than 12 ½% in order to mitigate the increase.
Mr John Parham – County Councillor
He updated the meeting briefly regarding subject matters that were pertinent to
the County Council such as:(1) SKANSKA who were the Highway Engineers for SCC had found a way of
cutting time drastically when carrying out road repairs by using a unique
patching system.
(2) National Adoption Week commencing 16th October
(3) There was to a review of the Integrated Family Resources
(4) Review of Library Services was being undertaken
(5) EDF had set up with SCC at Hinkley Point an Education Business Partnership
(6) He emphasised the need for people to have the Flu Jab
(7) Some 16 rural communities were about to see Broadband being installed
The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to
open the formal meeting by welcoming both councillors and members of the public.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council
Chamber of Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 4th
October 2017 when the following business was transacted
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey
D Towner Messrs S Davies M Hood C Inchley B Miller J Parham R Scott N
Shearn together with the Town Clerk Mr B Poole and Mrs Paula Robertson
Office Manager for the Presentation part of the meeting
In addition there were 15 members of the public present – the majority
being Allotments Holders who also departed from the meeting after the
formal presentation.
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Also in attendance was a reporter – James Stomper - from the Shepton
Journal
30.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should
be formally approved by council.
Councillors Mrs J Marsh and Mr N Chambers

30.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None

30.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting - Tuesday 25th
July 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday
25th July 2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read signed as such
by the Chairman as being a true and correct record.

30.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

Members of the Public

(i)

Mrs Liz Jordan – Shepton Mallet Carnival Club

29

Attended to provide the Town Council with a current outline of the
Club’s activities with regard to the Grant that they receive from the
Town Council
(ii)

Mr Robert Goodhand – GetUrSkastesOn
Gave a brief outline as to why this new Town Group was seeking
funding. Members will recall that a grant was agreed upon.

(iii)

Mr Peter Hillman – Town Improvement Plan
Asked of the Town Council as to when they were going to address
the questions Shepton Mallets had posed relating to the Town
Improvement Plan

(b)

Investment Account

29.3.b

See 30.5.10
(c)

Neighbourhood Plan

29.3.f

The Town Clerk is preparing to hold in the next few weeks another re-launch
of a Steering Committee for this very important piece of essential town
council work.
(d)

Great War “Celebrations” Armistice 100

29.3.g

Councillor Mrs Jeanette Marsh will provide an update to the meeting
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(e)

Waterloo Road Crossing

29.3.i

See 30.5.4
(f)

Budgeted Annual Grants

29.6.1a/i

(g)

Grant Funding Applications

29.2.a/e

All agreed grants have been concluded satisfactorily
(h)

IZETTLE Card

29.8

Work in progress
(i)

Policy Wording Amendment

29.9

The proposed policy wording amendments were agreed subsequently upon by the
Policy & Resources Committee
(j)

Location of Defibrillator(s)

29.10

Work in progress
(k)

Public Space Protection Order

29.11

Currently being implemented by MDC
(l)

Changing Places

29.13

I do not see any ground swell at present from the Town Council that it wishes to
support this initiative.
30.5

Chairman’s Announcements’

30.6

He commented of the great success of the opening day and wished to thank the
Deputy Clerk for her hard work in bringing the project to a conclusion.
Resolutions
1.

To note the appointment of Mr David Pilbeam as a Trustee of Shepton Mallet
United Charities
Resolved to approve the appointment of Mr David Pilbeam as a Trustee of Shepton
Mallet United Charities

2.

To resolve that the Plaque entitled “HMS Mendip” be given to Royal British Legion
Shepton Mallet Branch on permanent loan.
Resolved that “HMS Mendip” plaque be given to Royal British Legion Shepton
Branch on permanent loan
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3.

To note the resolutions that were approved by the Policy & Resources Committee
at their meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2017
Noted

4.

To decide on a formal Town Council response to the Somerset County Council
Consultation on the proposed improved works – Waterloo Road Shepton Mallet
Resolved that following form a working party in order to ascertain the concerns of
both the residents and teachers before formally replying to SCC (Traffic Highways)
Councillors B Height C Inchley & Garfield Kennedy

5.

To decide on a formal Town Council response to the Somerset County Council
proposals to the Commercial Road Roundabout.
Resolved that following form a working party in order to ascertain the concerns of
the residents before formally replying to SCC (Traffic Highways)
Councillors B Height C Inchley G Kennedy and N Shearn

6.

To resolve that all Town Council Meetings be recorded
Resolved that all Town Council Meeting be recorded
Resolved that the Town Clerk may source and provide the necessary audio
equipment if the audio facilities cannot be traced in the various Mendip District
Council rooms that are used by the Town Council

7.

To resolve to employ the services of a Tozers an HR Specialist Company on a current
annual fee of £1,500 plus vat
Resolved by 8 votes to 4 to employ the HR Services of Tozers at the current quoted
figure of £1,500 for the 2017/18 period

8.

To resolve to support a request from residents of Lamberts Hill West Shepton to
SCC (Traffic Management) that a SID (Speed Indicator Device) be located in
Lamberts Hill.
Resolved to support a request from the residents of Lamberts Hill West Shepton to
SCC that a SID be located on Lamberts Hill and that SMTC pay if necessary any
additional cots involved with the erection of the equipment

9.

To resolve to note the proposed insertion of the words “24 hours” before the
current words “prior notice” in the opening paragraph of the Town Council
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Agendae and that sets out arrangements for the Public Speaking Session held prior
to all meetings of the Town Council.
Resolved that the words “24 hours” be inserted before the words “prior notice” in
the opening paragraph of the Town Council’s Agendae that sets out the
arrangements for the Public Speaking Sessions held prior to all meetings of the Town
Council
30.7

To formally note the items of expenditure for the months of July & August
Noted
The Town Clerk was asked by Councillor Judy Bartlett if the accounts for Collett Park Festival
would be presented in full at some stage to the Town Council to which he affirmed that they
would be.

30.8

To receive reports if deemed necessary from the following Town Council Representatives:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)
(m)
(n)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Youth Club
Urban Forum
Mendip Rocks
Healthwatch Somerset
Chamber of Commerce
MDC CCTV User Group
Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau
Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show
Leisure Centre Committee
Shepton Mallet Carnival Club
Tourist Information Centre
Shepton Mallet Health Campus

ML
BH/SD
SD/BP
JP
RS
SD/NS
NS/TW
BH/CI
GK
JP
JP
MD/TW
DL
DL

(o)

Shepton Mallet Twinning Association

DL

Councillor Mrs Deborah Losey advised the members of the forthcoming visit by the
French later in the month of August
(p)

Shepton Mallet Branch of the British Legion

SD

Councillor Mr Simon Davis confirmed that following the recent AGM of the group
they were in good shape mainly due to the hard work of Andy Ransom
30.8

To receive the Minutes of the following Committees and Working Groups to note
the decisions thereto:(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Town Development & Planning Committee – 08/08/17 – 29/08/17 – 19/09/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 12/09/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 15/08/17
Collett Park Charity AGM – 15/08/17
Open Spaces Committee – 05/09/17
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(f)
(g)
(h)

Cenotaph Management Committee – 22/08/17
Cenotaph Charity AGM – 22/08/17
Armistice Working Group – 01/08/17
Received and duly noted

30.9

Correspondence
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)

Planning Local – Newsletter Issue 3 August 2017
CPRE – Field Work – Summer 2017
CPRE – Countryside Voice
SCC – Proposed Stopping-Up Order – 2 Summerleaze Park
SCC – Road Traffic Regulation – Mendip Order 2012
Letters of Thanks
(a)
Mendip Community Transport
(b)
GetURSkatesOn
Somerset Waste Partnership – August Briefing
The Mendip Society
(a)
Newsletter Issue No 150 – August 2017
(b)
Programme – August to December
SCC – The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment “Our County 2017 – Ageing Well”
Shepton Mallet Snowdrop Festival 2018
SCC Youth & Community Service – Update – August 2017
SCC – Temporary Closure of Footpath SM 21/32
Clerks and Councils Direct
CPRE – “What’s Special To You” – Landscape issues in your Neighbourhood Plan
CPRE Somerset – Details of the AGM to be held on the 12th October 2017
The Post Office – Local Public Consultation Decision – The Town Post Office
SCC – Family Support and Children’s Centres Consultation

E
C
C
C
E
O
C
E
C
C
C
E
E
E
C
C
C
E
E

30.10 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

To note the successful completion and opening of the newly constructed West
Shepton Skate Park
Noted

(2)

To note the office arrangements during the Town Clerk’s forthcoming hospitalisation
Noted

30.11 Date Time & Venue of next meetings
Town Development & Planning Committee – 10/10/17 – 31/10/17 – 21/11/17
Collett Park Management Committee – 17/10/17
Cenotaph Charity Committee – 16/01/18
Open Spaces – 14/11/17
Policy & Resources Committee – 07/11/17
Town Council – 28/11/17
Market Cross Management Committee (TBA)
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TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 – 343984
Email: TownClerk@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

One member of the public was present.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 10th October 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey Messrs N Chambers M Hood M Lovell and N Shearn
together with Office Manager Mrs P Robertson.

TDP42.1

Apologies for absence
Cllr Mrs J Marsh. The following was not present at the meeting – Cllr Webb.

TDP42.2

Declarations of Interest
None

TDP42.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 19th September 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 19th September 2017 be taken as read be approved as
being a true and accurate record and signed as such.
190

TDP42.4

Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/2442 T4 – Cherry – Reduce height by approximately 40%.
Bo Walsh

Members refused this
application 3 votes for
Units 3A to 3B Mendip Avenue Shepton Mallet BA4 and 3 against with the
4PE
Chair using his casting
vote. Members would
recommend that all
three trees in line are
treated the same to
keep the balance in the
landscaped area.

17/2496 Proposed two storey side extension.
Carlton
Langford

31 Trajans Way Shepton Mallet BA4 4TN

Members unanimously
supported this
application.

17/2468 New basement extension and porch at ground floor to Members unanimously
Carlton
the front of the property, in lieu of external basement supported this
Langford
store/walls to be demolished.
application.
36 Cowl Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5ET
17/2547 Side extension to the coffee shop (A1 use).
James
U’Dell

Members unanimously
supported this
Collett Park Café Collett Park Park Road Shepton application.
Mallet BA4 5BP

TDP42.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/2077 Lower Silk Mill Back Lane Darshill Shepton Supported
Mallet

TPO not
required
18/09/17

17/2159 Park House Forum Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 Supported
5JL

TPO not
required
20/09/17
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17/1179 Bullimore Farm Frog Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 Supported
4PP

TDP42.6

Approved
with
conditions
20/09/17

Other Business Referred to the Town Clerk
To discuss concerns raised over the Kings Arms Inn (Dusthole) and to resolve to take
any appropriate action.
It was agreed that Cllr Chambers would visit the premises to meet the proprietor and
report back to the next meeting.

TDP42.7

Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 31st October 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District
Council Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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1TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 343984
Email: Deputy@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee, held
in the Committee Room of Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on
Tuesday 17th October 2017, commencing at 7pm, when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Cllrs G Kennedy (Chairman), J Bartlett, N Chambers, M Hood, and S Davies, M Lovell,
together with Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
1 member of the public was present.

CPM14.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr D Towner
Absent: Cllr T Webb, B Miller

CPM14.2

To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda.
None.

CPM14.3

To receive and approve the minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee
held on Tuesday 15th August 2017.
The minutes were received by the meeting and signed by the chairman as a correct
record.

CPM14.4

CP14.4

To review the approved Collett Park 5yr Management Plan in order to update and/or
amend the actions identified.

To receive the following councillor updates:
(1) Meeting with Butterfly Trust & Cllrs GK, NC, SD with Idverde
(2) Press release for Friends’ Group – GK

CP14.5

CP13.8(1)
CP13.8(8)

To receive the report of the Deputy Town Clerk for information only.
(1)

Play Area signage
53

SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)

Park Inspections
Long term tree plan
Park concessions
Park toilets opening hours
Location of spare bench
Felled Beech tree
Installation of defibrillator
Tarmac resurfacing
2018/19 budget & general policy for expenditure
Meeting re: grounds maintenance SLA
The RFO has received, from the Charity Commission, & will take action on notification
that the deadline for online reporting of the Collett Park Trust accounts is 31/01/2018

The report was received and noted.
CP14.6

For resolution.
1) To resolve which of the 3 quotes to accept to undertake a feasibility study of Collett
Park.
Resolved to accept the quote from Swan Paul, Chartered Landscape Architects.
2) To resolve whether to permit the installation of a Butterfly Trust garden within the
park.
Cllrs Kennedy & Chambers outlined a positive meeting held with the Trust and its
designer to discuss the potential garden in the Park. A suitable location was identified
and ideas for the design were discussed.
Resolution deferred until the new design is submitted.
3) To resolve which quote to accept for repairs to a stone wall at the Collett Avenue
entrance to Collett Park, and to seek payment from SMTC under the annual budgeted
grant.
Resolved to accept the quote from Albino Builders, subject to the inclusion of a
metal gate post.
4) To resolve to request SMTC to fund the £1800 cost of the defibrillator in the Park
from the annual budgeted grant (purchase agreed under min. 13.8(7))
Resolved to request the cost is funded from the annual grant amount.
5) To resolve the location of the Park defibrillator.
Resolved to install the defibrillator on the Park toilet block.
6) To resolve whether to put a sign in the Park asking visitors not to feed bread to the
ducks and informing them what feed is suitable.
Resolved that the Deputy Clerk should proceed to buy a sign.
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SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………

7) To resolve to approve the 2018/19 budget for Collett Park.
Resolved to agree the budget
8) To resolve to agree the general policy for expenditure of funds.
Resolved to agree to seek external grants and grants of service from SMTC before
resorting to expenditure from the Trust’s funds.
9) To resolve that the press and public are excluded from the meeting due to the
confidential nature of matters to be discussed relating to sensitive legal and
commercial arrangements under item CP14.6(10) & (11) inclusive.
Resolved to exclude the press & public.
10) To resolve how to progress legal matters relating to concessions in Collett Park
It was proposed that, in the interests of maintaining confidence, matters relating
to the expired ice cream concession are delegated to Town Council Officers to
deal with until conclusion in consultation with the SMTC Chairman, Vice Chairman
and Chairman of the Collet Park Management Committee.
Resolved that the matter will be delegated as proposed.
11) To receive an update on contractual matters with regards terms of the lease for
Collett Park Café.
An update was received.
The public were readmitted to the meeting.
12) To resolve to approve the terms of the lease for the Collett Park Café prior to
further negotiation with the café.
The draft terms were approved with amendments. It proposed that the Deputy
Clerk is delegated to seek paid professional advice and to continue to negotiate
with Collett Park Café on a final lease.
Resolved that the matter is delegated as proposed.
CP14.7

The date, time & place of next Meeting was noted as Tuesday 5th December 2017
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SIGNED: ……………………..CHAIRMAN

DATE: ………………………
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One member of the public was present.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 31st October 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and J Marsh Messrs M Hood M Lovell and N Shearn
together with Office Manager Mrs P Robertson.

TDP43.1

Apologies for absence
Cllr N Chambers. The following was not present at the meeting – Cllr Webb.

TDP43.2

Declarations of Interest
Mrs J Marsh – MDC Councillor

TDP43.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 10th October 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2017 be taken as read be approved as being a
true and accurate record and signed as such.

TDP43.4

To resolve what projects the Committee intends to undertake in 2018/19 and to agree
the subsequent budgetary need.
It was unanimously agreed that there was no budgetary need for this Committee.
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TDP43.5

Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/2615 Proposed tree works including crown lift to 3-4m of Members supported this
Bo Walsh
13 Tilia spp and two Taxus baccata and other application 5 votes for and
works.
1 abstention. Concern
was raised over the impact
Church of St Peter and St Paul Market Place of the bat population in
Shepton Mallet
the area that these works
could have.
17/2456 Replacement of existing aluminium and plastic roof Members unanimously
Howard
with a timber/aluminium and glass roof.
supported this application.
Warren

30 Coombe Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5XA
17/2739 Proposed works to Trees in a Conservation Area:Bo Walsh
T1 – Lime Tree – Crown Reduction by 2-3 metres
T2 – Yew Tree – Cut back by 0.5 metres clearance
from building
T3 – Yew Tree - Cut back by 0.5 metres clearance
from building

Members unanimously
supported this application
subject to approval by the
Tree Officer.

The Lawns 9 Paul Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5LD
17/2306 Erection of a terrace of 4 no. houses.
James
U’Dell

1 Watts Place Lower Lane Shepton Mallet BA4 5EW

Members unanimously did
not support this
application on the grounds
of:
Overdevelopment
Poor design
Out of keeping with area
Car parking arrangements
Access to Lower Lane –
very narrow road at point
of build

17/2466 Replacement of existing windows with six pane Members unanimously
Rob Palmer
hardwood windows on a Grade II listed building.
supported this application.
The Field Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet BA4
5RE
17/2667 Proposed installation of two rapid electric vehicle Members unanimously
James
charging stations and associated equipment.
supported this application.
U’Dell
Bannatyne Health Club and Spa Charlton Road
Shepton Mallet BA4 4PR
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17/2493 Erection of 2 external polytunnels as extensions to Members unanimously
Anna Clark
the covered area of the existing garden centre.
supported this application.
Dobbies Garden Centre Mendip Avenue Shepton
Mallet BA4 4PE
TDP43.6 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

17/1300 17-17A High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AA
17/1301

Town Council

District

Supported

Approved
with
conditions
05/10/17

17/2289 The Cottage Cannards Grave Road Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5RE

TPO not
required
27/09/17

17/1967 Land opposite 12/14 The Sidings Shepton Supported
Mallet BA4 5FJ

Approved
with
conditions
28/09/17

17/2030 44 Allyn Saxon Drive Shepton Mallet BA4 5QH

TPO not
required
28/09/17

Supported

17/1319 Shepton Mallet Motors Townsend Shepton Not supported
Mallet BA4 5SB

Approved
with
conditions
02/10/17

17/1725 New Row Farm Yelling Mill Lane Downside Not Supported Approved
Shepton Mallet BA4 4JT
with
conditions
05/10/17
17/2107 15 Marsh Close Shepton Mallet BA4 4LW

Not consulted

Approved
06/10/17

17/1458 Mendip District Council Offices Cannards Grave Not supported
Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5BT

Approved
with
conditions
11/10/17
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17/2320 Moongate Back Lane Downside Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 4JR

Approved
with
conditions
12/10/17

17/2417 Claremont Princes Road Shepton Mallet BA4 Supported
5HL

TPO not
required
10/10/17

17/2412 15 Draycott Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HT

Approved
10/10/17

Not consulted

17/1822 Highfield House Mendip District Council Offices Supported
Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet

Approved
with
conditions
06/10/17

17/2324 Land Near Ham Mill Wells Road Shepton Mallet Supported

TPO not
required
09/10/17

17/2269 2 Westfield Shepton Mallet BA4 5TY

Approved
with
conditions
13/10/17

Supported

17/2447 Old Manor House Ham Lane Shepton Mallet Supported
TPO not
BA4 5JR
subject to TO required
confirming
17/10/17
tree is dead

TDP43.7

Appeal Decision
APP/Q3305/W/17/3177025 – 7 Stevens Close, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5SG – Appeal
allowed and planning permission granted.

TDP43.8

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
Report ref Kings Arms Inn – Cllrs Losey and Chambers met with the landlord. Cllr
Losey suggested that SMTC need to be sympathetic that things need to be done to the
business to ensure its success, it does need to be kept an eye on to ensure that they
are done properly.
2017/2481 – Bo Walsh, MDC Tree Officer asked whether SMTC had any further
thoughts on this application. Members were happy to support his recommendations
in his email dated 25/10/17.
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TDP43.9

Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 21st November 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip
District Council Offices, BA4 5BT.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Public Session

Mr Simon Davies
Stated his view that the increase in the Town’s precept has been too high and should be avoided in
the next financial year through a tighter budget process. Mr Davies cited a number of budget
headings where he felt reductions could be made, specifically relating to staff salaries and IT. Mr
Davies felt that money is better spent on increased donations to the Citizens Advice and Shepton
Mallet Carnival.
Mr Neil Watkins
Spoke about The Festival of Dogs and the thousands of pounds it raises for dog charities, as well as
the hundreds of visitors the event brings to the Town. The public feedback through the Facebook
page and new website about the Festival has been 100% positive, with glowing endorsements.
Mr Peter Hillman
Clarified that The Festival of Dogs attracts 19 local businesses and continues to seek sponsorship and
support from more. Therefore, should the Committee agree to award a grant to the Festival, it would
be prepared to draw down funds as needed from the awarded total figure (against invoices) rather
than taking a fixed grant, the entire amount of which might not be required if further fundraising is
successful.
Major General Ray Pett
Updated the meeting on the strength of feeling in opposition to the closure of beds at Shepton
Mallet Community Hospital. Maj. Gen. Pett expressed the willingness of the League of Friends’ to
work with the Chief Exec. of the Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust to find a way forward,
without the closure. The League has expressed its desire work with the Trust to avoid the otherwise
inevitable poor publicity for the Trust and public battle that would ensue. However, failure by the
Trust to engage in a positive dialogue will leave the League of Friends and its supporter no choice
other than to fight.
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Maj. Gen. Pett further clarified that the League has been advised that there is a potential legal
challenge available against the decision of the Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust. Shepton
Mallet Community Supporters’ Group has joined forces with the League to raise funds to undertake a
legal challenge. A crowdfunding appeal and petition are proving successful, but more finds are
needed. Any grant awarded by the P&R Committee would be drawn down against invoices as and
when required.
Maj. Gen. Pett expressed the League of Friends’ gratitude to Paul Turner, retired Solicitor, for his
advice and for the support from Wells Labour. However, Maj. Gen. Pett asserted that the campaign
to save the hospital is not party political and is not being led or motivated by the Labour Party. Any
legal action taken will be carried out by an independent, professional firm of solicitors.
Ms Deborah Losey
Requested that the Committee awards a grant to the Community Group supporting the League of
Friends in opposing the closure of beds at Shepton Mallet Community Hospital. The Group does not
believe the decision to close the beds is legally compliant and the campaign to oppose the decision is
in the interests of the community as a whole; it is not party political.
Mr Nick Tolson
Stated that in 6 days the Shepton Mallet Community Supporters’ Group raised in excess of £1500
through Crowdfunding. Mr Tolson emphasised that despite the recent leaflet drop being supported
by the Labour Party, the campaign is not party political and is in fact for the benefit of entire
community. He stated that the leaflet has however proved useful in engaging those not on social
media and illustrated the need for future communications to make use of all forms of media.
Paul Turner
Explained that the Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust recognised that it had potentially
made an unlawful decision to close beds. He stated that other local hospitals have been shown as
being chronically understaffed, whereas Shepton Mallet’s hospital has a 100% staffing record.
Professional legal advice is required on the legality of the decision and on the normal expected
process for consultation, as well as on what information the community could normally expect to
receive.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee held in the
Asham Committee Room of Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet
on Tuesday 7th November 2017 commencing at 7pm when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Chairman Cllr M Lovell together with Cllrs J Bartlett, J Marsh, D Towner, C Inchley, M
Hood, J Parham R Scott N Shearn together with the Deputy Town Clerk Sam Winter.
There were 10 members of the public in attendance.

P&R16.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence
should be formally approved by council.
Cllrs G Kennedy & N Chambers

P&R16.2

To receive any declarations of interest
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None
P&R16.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 12th September 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources
Committee held on Tuesday 12th September 2017 that had been previously circulated
be taken as read approved as being a correct record and signed as such by the Meeting
Chairman

P&R16.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Policy Amendments
YMC Grant Funding Application
Confirmation of the Internal Auditor
Signatory Changes

P&R15.5.1/4
P&R15.5.6
P&R15.5.
P&R15.5.7

The report of the Town Clerk was received.
P&R16.5

Resolutions
(1)

To give consideration to a Policy & Resources Budget for the Financial Period
2018-2019 and recommend same to the Town Council
Cllr Parham proposed that the budgeted costs for printing and postage should
not increase on the current financial year and that more extensive use should
be made of email.
It was resolved not to agree the proposal.
Cllr Inchley proposed that SMTC should support and reward its staff, and to this
end should react to the lifting of the public sector pay cap by increasing
salaries in line with the Retail Price Index, rather than the anticipated increase
of 1%.
Resolved: to accept the proposal and to amend the P&R budget prior to
consideration by full council.

(2)

To consider a grant application of £750 from the Festival of Dogs and to
resolve whether to award a grant
Resolved: to make available a maximum grant of £750 to The Festival, to be
drawn down against invoices as needed.

(3)

To resolve that the Sunday Market organisers can use the balance of the
allocated £2k budget for wider promotional purposes (other just leaflets and
banners).
Resolved: that the trader organisers of the Sunday Market are permitted to use
nominated Council funds to pay for wider promotional purposes.
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(4)

To resolve to grant up to £1000 towards legal fees incurred by League of
Friends of Shepton Mallet Hospital.
Cllr Marsh proposed an amendment to the original motion, which was carried.
The subsequent substantive motion proposed to grant an increased amount of
£1500 to the Shepton Mallet Community Supporters’ Group, working in
agreement with the League of Friends of Shepton Mallet Hospital, to be drawn
down as needed against invoices for independent legal services.
Resolved: to make available a maximum grant of £1500 to the Shepton Mallet
Community Supporters’ Group, working in agreement with the League of
Friends of Shepton Mallet Hospital, according to the substantive motion.

(5)

To formally receive the Town Council Accounts for the period 1 st April 2017 to
the 30th September 2017
The accounts were received.

(6)

To receive the Internal Auditor’s Interim Report and Appendix for the period
1st April 2017 to the 30th September 2017
The report of the Internal Auditor was received.

(7)

To Receive and note the budgetary requirements from the following
Committees of the Town Council.
(i) Collett Park Management Committee
(ii) Open Spaces Committee
(iii) Planning Committee
The budgetary requirements of the committees were received.

P&R16.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None

P&R16.7

Date Time & Place of next meeting – Tuesday 16th January 2018
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Public Session

Mr Simon Davies
Stated his view that the increase in the Town’s precept has been too high and should be avoided in
the next financial year through a tighter budget process. Mr Davies cited a number of budget
headings where he felt reductions could be made, specifically relating to staff salaries and IT. Mr
Davies felt that money is better spent on increased donations to the Citizens Advice and Shepton
Mallet Carnival.
Mr Neil Watkins
Spoke about The Festival of Dogs and the thousands of pounds it raises for dog charities, as well as
the hundreds of visitors the event brings to the Town. The public feedback through the Facebook
page and new website about the Festival has been 100% positive, with glowing endorsements.
Mr Peter Hillman
Clarified that The Festival of Dogs attracts 19 local businesses and continues to seek sponsorship and
support from more. Therefore, should the Committee agree to award a grant to the Festival, it would
be prepared to draw down funds as needed from the awarded total figure (against invoices) rather
than taking a fixed grant, the entire amount of which might not be required if further fundraising is
successful.
Major General Ray Pett
Updated the meeting on the strength of feeling in opposition to the closure of beds at Shepton
Mallet Community Hospital. Maj. Gen. Pett expressed the willingness of the League of Friends’ to
work with the Chief Exec. of the Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust to find a way forward,
without the closure. The League has expressed its desire work with the Trust to avoid the otherwise
inevitable poor publicity for the Trust and public battle that would ensue. However, failure by the
Trust to engage in a positive dialogue will leave the League of Friends and its supporter no choice
other than to fight.
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Maj. Gen. Pett further clarified that the League has been advised that there is a potential legal
challenge available against the decision of the Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust. Shepton
Mallet Community Supporters’ Group has joined forces with the League to raise funds to undertake a
legal challenge. A crowdfunding appeal and petition are proving successful, but more finds are
needed. Any grant awarded by the P&R Committee would be drawn down against invoices as and
when required.
Maj. Gen. Pett expressed the League of Friends’ gratitude to Paul Turner, retired Solicitor, for his
advice and for the support from Wells Labour. However, Maj. Gen. Pett asserted that the campaign
to save the hospital is not party political and is not being led or motivated by the Labour Party. Any
legal action taken will be carried out by an independent, professional firm of solicitors.
Ms Deborah Losey
Requested that the Committee awards a grant to the Community Group supporting the League of
Friends in opposing the closure of beds at Shepton Mallet Community Hospital. The Group does not
believe the decision to close the beds is legally compliant and the campaign to oppose the decision is
in the interests of the community as a whole; it is not party political.
Mr Nick Tolson
Stated that in 6 days the Shepton Mallet Community Supporters’ Group raised in excess of £1500
through Crowdfunding. Mr Tolson emphasised that despite the recent leaflet drop being supported
by the Labour Party, the campaign is not party political and is in fact for the benefit of entire
community. He stated that the leaflet has however proved useful in engaging those not on social
media and illustrated the need for future communications to make use of all forms of media.
Paul Turner
Explained that the Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust recognised that it had potentially
made an unlawful decision to close beds. He stated that other local hospitals have been shown as
being chronically understaffed, whereas Shepton Mallet’s hospital has a 100% staffing record.
Professional legal advice is required on the legality of the decision and on the normal expected
process for consultation, as well as on what information the community could normally expect to
receive.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee held in the
Asham Committee Room of Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet
on Tuesday 7th November 2017 commencing at 7pm when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Chairman Cllr M Lovell together with Cllrs J Bartlett, J Marsh, D Towner, C Inchley, M
Hood, J Parham R Scott N Shearn together with the Deputy Town Clerk Sam Winter.
There were 10 members of the public in attendance.

P&R16.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence
should be formally approved by council.
Cllrs G Kennedy & N Chambers

P&R16.2

To receive any declarations of interest
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None
P&R16.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 12th September 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Policy & Resources
Committee held on Tuesday 12th September 2017 that had been previously circulated
be taken as read approved as being a correct record and signed as such by the Meeting
Chairman

P&R16.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Policy Amendments
YMC Grant Funding Application
Confirmation of the Internal Auditor
Signatory Changes

P&R15.5.1/4
P&R15.5.6
P&R15.5.
P&R15.5.7

The report of the Town Clerk was received.
P&R16.5

Resolutions
(1)

To give consideration to a Policy & Resources Budget for the Financial Period
2018-2019 and recommend same to the Town Council
Cllr Parham proposed that the budgeted costs for printing and postage should
not increase on the current financial year and that more extensive use should
be made of email.
It was resolved not to agree the proposal.
Cllr Inchley proposed that SMTC should support and reward its staff, and to this
end should react to the lifting of the public sector pay cap by increasing
salaries in line with the Retail Price Index, rather than the anticipated increase
of 1%.
Resolved: to accept the proposal and to amend the P&R budget prior to
consideration by full council.

(2)

To consider a grant application of £750 from the Festival of Dogs and to
resolve whether to award a grant
Resolved: to make available a maximum grant of £750 to The Festival, to be
drawn down against invoices as needed.

(3)

To resolve that the Sunday Market organisers can use the balance of the
allocated £2k budget for wider promotional purposes (other just leaflets and
banners).
Resolved: that the trader organisers of the Sunday Market are permitted to use
nominated Council funds to pay for wider promotional purposes.
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(4)

To resolve to grant up to £1000 towards legal fees incurred by League of
Friends of Shepton Mallet Hospital.
Cllr Marsh proposed an amendment to the original motion, which was carried.
The subsequent substantive motion proposed to grant an increased amount of
£1500 to the Shepton Mallet Community Supporters’ Group, working in
agreement with the League of Friends of Shepton Mallet Hospital, to be drawn
down as needed against invoices for independent legal services.
Resolved: to make available a maximum grant of £1500 to the Shepton Mallet
Community Supporters’ Group, working in agreement with the League of
Friends of Shepton Mallet Hospital, according to the substantive motion.

(5)

To formally receive the Town Council Accounts for the period 1 st April 2017 to
the 30th September 2017
The accounts were received.

(6)

To receive the Internal Auditor’s Interim Report and Appendix for the period
1st April 2017 to the 30th September 2017
The report of the Internal Auditor was received.

(7)

To Receive and note the budgetary requirements from the following
Committees of the Town Council.
(i) Collett Park Management Committee
(ii) Open Spaces Committee
(iii) Planning Committee
The budgetary requirements of the committees were received.

P&R16.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None

P&R16.7

Date Time & Place of next meeting – Tuesday 16th January 2018
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee held in the
Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 14th November
2017.
Present:

Councillor N Chambers (Chairman) with S Davies, C Inchley, D Losey, M Lovell, N Shearn,
D Towner and Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
In addition, there were five members of the public present.

OS14.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr Hood

OS14.2

To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda
Cllr N Shearn declared an interest in item 14.6(3) for which he requested and was granted
a dispensation on the grounds that it was in the interests of the inhabitants in the
Council’s area to allow him to take part.

OS14.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 5th September 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting were approved as a
correct record and signed by the Chairman.

OS14.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(1)
(2)

Remembrance Sunday 2017 – Cllr S Davies to update
No update
Installation of Large poppies for 30/11/17 – Cllr Chambers to update

OS11.5(2)
OS11.6(4)

No reports were received.

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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OS14.5

To receive the Deputy Town Clerk’s report
(1) Drunkenness & consumption of alcohol in public places
(2) BMX park at West Shepton
(3) Skate Park Project – Progress Report
(4) Repainting of bench in town centre
OS11.6(1)
(5) Sunday Market – update
(6) Request to site defibrillator.
(7) Grounds Maintenance Contract Meeting 21/09.
(8) Festive Lights
(9) Town Clock
(10) Charlton Road phone box
OS13.6(7)
(11) Dog bins
(12) *Cllr Inchley has produced a useful map of town centre signage – to agenda January 18
(13) *Mendip YMCA will undertake project work with young people at the skatepark to paint
shelters and provide ashtrays.
The report was received. (*items were updated at the meeting)

For resolution.
OS14.6

For resolution.

To accommodate guest speakers, the following resolutions were taken in the order (3), (6),(7), (8),(9), (10),
(1), (2), (3), (4), (5)
(1) To resolve to purchase & display street banners throughout 2018, celebrating the 700
year anniversary of the Shepton Mallet Market Charter.
It was resolved that up to £500 will be made available from the Open Spaces budget to pay
for banners/signage that enable the Council to initially promote the event.
Cllr Kennedy will produce a costed request for further funding to mark the event, for
consideration on the January agenda.
(2) To resolve to support the Market’s Christmas event by way of a donation from the SMTC
allocated fund.
It was resolved to re-allocate up to a maximum of £1000 from the amount identified in
minute OS9.6 for use in supporting the Market’s Christmas event, to be drawn down on
receipt of invoices.
(3) To resolve how SMTC might work with the Shepton Mallet Amenity Trust in addressing
the poor condition of Eden Grove.
The chairman invited guests to speak during the item.

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Alan Stone
Alan Stone, Company Secretary & Director of the Shepton Mallet Amenity Trust, explained
to the meeting the history of the Eden Grove structure and the involvement of the Trust.
Alan explained the Trust’s belief that, following 20 years of maintenance by SCC, that
authority was responsible for the maintenance of the path and walls. This was disputed by
SCC. Alan stated that, although the Trust has ownership of the structure, it has no resources
to make any repairs and no insurance cover. The remaining trustees would like to work with
the relevant public authorities to ensure the repair and maintenance of the structure, and
are willing to transfer ownership to enable this.
Roscoe Lipin
Expressed concern that the Eden Grove path has been shut off [by SCC] without
consultation. Roscoe explained that residents, including an elderly, disabled neighbour had
relied on the path to access the town. He stated the path had also provided safe access to
the back of the school and that some excluded young people now hang out at the private
garages below the fallen wall. Roscoe stated that the police were aware.
Garfield Kennedy
Stated that he is of the opinion that if the path and walls are a heritage asset that the Town
Council can take on, then it should consider it. Garfield expressed his dissatisfaction with
the approach of Somerset County Council and its representative councillors.
Following discussions on how best to ensure that the existing damage is repaired and
ongoing maintenance carried out, without incurring any adverse liability for the trustees, it
was resolved that a quote for repairs to the structure will be obtained and that the Town
Council will convene a meeting to which appropriate representatives from the Amenities
Trust, SMTC Open Spaces Committee, Mendip District Council, Somerset County Council
and a resident representative will be invited with the aim of forming a working group.
(4) To resolve the number of dog bins to be purchased and installed in 2018/19
It was resolved that 11 dog bins will be installed at locations already agreed and that £5,500
will therefore be included in the Open Spaces 18/19 budget for this purpose.
(5) To resolve to budget £11,500 for the town’s floral displays, hanging baskets and bedding
plants (an increase of £3.5k over 2017/18)
It was resolved that the increase is budgeted for, subject to ascertaining whether or not a
reduction in costs is due under the grounds maintenance SLA.
(6) To resolve to set up a Town Centre Partnership in order to identify and address issues
affecting the town centre.
The chairman invited Judi Thompson, MDC Community Safety Officer, to speak.
Judi Thompson

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Judi detailed the collaborative working between MDC, the Police and other bodies to
address issues of safety in the community and described the One Team partnerships across
Somerset. She explained that Shepton Mallet has some ‘hot spots’ for anti-social behaviour
and described how the Town Council might follow the example of Glastonbury in
establishing a localised style of One Team. Judi notified the meeting that she is currently
recruiting a Mendip area Coordinator who will be available to help a town centre
partnership in setting up its meetings and addressing local problems.
It was resolved that a Town Centre Partnership will be set up as a working group of Open
Spaces.
(7) To resolve to agree the terms of reference and invited membership for the Town Centre
Partnership
It was resolved to accept the suggested TOR subject to any minor amendments that might
be required to the invited membership.
(8) To resolve that Cllr Chris Inchley will be elected to undertake the role of Chairman to the
Town Centre partnership.
Cllr Chris Inchley was elected Chairman of the Town Centre Partnership
(9) To resolve that Cllr Mark Hood will be elected to undertake the role of Vice Chairman to
the Town Centre Partnership.
Cllr Mark Hood was elected Vice Chairman of the Town Centre Partnership
(10) To resolve whether to allocate a 2018/19 budget to the Town Centre Partnership and if
so, how much.
It was resolved that the Partnership will be permitted to request that the Open Spaces
budget is called upon if required.
OS14.7

Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 9th January 2018

SIGNED: ……………………..(CHAIRMAN) DATE:………………………..
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Six members of the public were present.
Jonathan Rendel from Mendip Conservation Advisory Panel

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 21st November 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett D Losey and J Marsh Messrs M Lovell and N Shearn together
with Office Manager Mrs P Robertson.

TDP44.1

Apologies for absence
Cllr N Chambers. The following was not present at the meeting – Cllrs Hood and
Webb.

TDP44.2

Declarations of Interest
Mrs J Marsh – MDC Councillor

TDP44.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 31st October 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 31st October 2017 be taken as read be approved as being
a true and accurate record and signed as such.
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TDP44.4

Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/2108 T1. Holm Oak – reduce overhanging from parking area Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
and neighbours drive. Max. 4” diameter at top, only supported this
reducing significant overhang.
application.
Woodbourne House West Shepton Shepton Mallet
BA4 5UN
17/2873 Proposed works to a group of trees in a conservation
Bo Walsh
area:T1 – Group of Sycamores – Remove older stems
(150mm DBH), raise canopy to 3.6m over pedestrian
areas and 5.4m over roads and cut back remaining
laterals over the road to the boundary to sound
pruning points.
T2 – Ash Tree – Removal

Members unanimously
did not support this
application. They were
happy for the works to
be carried out to the
Sycamores but felt
works to the Ash tree
would be preferable to
felling.

Peter Street Shepton Mallet
17/2826 Two storey side extension.
Lorna Elstob

80 Finch Close Shepton Mallet BA4 5GL

Members unanimously
supported this
application.

17/2753 External alterations to front of house including Members unanimously
Howard
relocation of parking area and creation of landscaped supported this
Warren
buffer near the dwelling.
application.
The Priory 9 Draycott Road Shepton Mallet BA4 5HS
17/1742 Upgrading and extension of an existing dwelling, Members unanimously
Carlton
including increasing roof height to allow the use of the supported this
Langford
attic floor as amended by revised plans received on application.
the 1 Nov 2017.
Longmead Back Lane Downside Shepton Mallet
17/2833 Proposed construction of a 99.80 square metre Members unanimously
Anna Clark
extension to the Kilver Court former Schoolhouse with supported this
a 138.70 square metre mezzanine floor, providing an application.
additional 238.50 square metres of retail space
including partial demolition and replacement of the
existing rear section of the building.
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Kilver Court Kilver Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5NF

TDP44.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/2207 28 Hyatt Place Shepton Mallet BA4 5XY

Supported

Approved
with
conditions
23/10/17

17/2496 31 Trajans Way Shepton Mallet BA4 4TN

Supported

Approved
with
conditions
02/11/17

17/2088 The Coach House Townsend Shopping Park Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5EG

Approved
with
conditions
30/10/17

17/2468 36 Cowl Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5ET

Approved
with
conditions
02/11/17

Supported

17/2481 Shepton Mallet Cemetery Off Cowl Street Supported
Shepton Mallet

TDP44.6

TPO not
required
07/11/17

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
Members were reminded that training sessions had been booked by Mendip District
Council with senior planners. The Shepton Mallet session will be held on 10 th January
2018 in the Council Chamber at 6.30pm.

TDP44.7

Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 12th December 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District
Council Offices, BA4 5BT.
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Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council Chamber of
Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Thursday 23th November 2017
when the following business was transacted:
Present :

Chairman Cllr M Lovell together with Cllrs M Hood, C Inchley, R Scott, N Shearn, D
Losey, Garfield Kennedy and the Deputy Town Clerk Sam Winter
There were 50 members of the public present.

31.1

To receive apologies for absence
Cllrs J Parham, B Height, S Davies, J Bartlett, J Marsh and N Chambers
Absent: Cllrs T Webb, B Miller and D Towner

31.2

To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda
None

In consideration of the importance of the issues under discussion, the Chairman, within the formal
agenda, invited comments, to be noted, from the public:
Matter: Shepton Mallet Community Hospital
Major General Ray Pett
Major General Pett detailed the recent history of the reduction in hospital beds based on a promised,
but not yet delivered, health campus. Maj. Gen. Pett further stated that the decision to close the
hospital beds was made without public consultation or warning, and was based on Somerset
Partnership Trust’s “failure in management and leadership” that resulted in an inability to maintain
adequate levels of nursing staff across the County. He stated that Shepton Mallet Community
Hospital “was to lose all its beds and the staff sent to bail out failing community hospitals elsewhere”.
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Maj. Gen. Pett went on to state that he currently has confidence in the Trust’s new senior leadership
team and their promise to re-open the beds as soon as possible, along with getting the long-overdue
maintenance and refurbishment carried out whilst the hospital is temporarily closed .
Albert Owen
The Chairman of the League of Friends, Albert Owen, made reference to the hospital survey carried
out to gather information required to keep the hospital running safely & efficiently. Mr Owen
questioned why the Trust felt the survey was necessary when it should already know the detail of
the condition of the hospital. Mr Owen stated that the Health Campus project would provide an
essential provision for the community.
Mrs Rita Elwood
Mrs Elwood gave a personal account of how the hospital has proved vital to her family by providing
local care that enabled friends and relatives to more easily visit. Mrs Elwood stated that, as a tea
lady with the League of Friends, she sees first hand how the accessible community hospital is vital
to local patients and families, plus it frees up beds in the larger hospitals.
Mrs Joy Smith
Mrs Smith questioned the need to close beds when there are plenty of nurses. Mrs Smith stated
that the community hospital frees up beds in the larger hospitals.
Peter Lewis, CEO of Somerset Partnership Trust
Mr Lewis thanked the meeting for inviting him and his colleagues to attend and speak. He stated his
genuine desire reopen the beds. He reiterated that the closures are temporary and the beds will
reopen. However, Mr Lewis expressed his uncertainty as to when this might happen as it is reliant on
getting the staffing levels right.
Mr Lewis told the meeting that the fundamental issue affecting Shepton Community Hospital is that
staffing levels across the County are inadequate to ensure a balance covering 12 sites, this is in part
due to a change in the agency market. He stated that the Human Resources department is working
with other hospitals to address the recruitment need. Mr Lewis stated that, whilst not the main issue,
the faults with the fabric of the building are also a factor.
Mr Lewis is committed to the Health Campus, but any source of investment is tied up with the Clinical
Commissioning Group and Building Services.
James Heappey, MP
Mr Heappey stated that the Govt can assist by expediting the immigration process for nurses, as it has
done for Trusts around the country.
Mr Heappey stated that if the hospital is not going to have patients in it over the winter, then NHS
Property Services has got to do the repairs that are due. Mr Heappey suggested that SMTC should include
a resolution to ask NHS Property Services to act urgently to carry out those repairs and that no longer
should those repairs form part of a discussion around redevelopment.
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Mr Heappey stated that he has asked the Minister to help him hold Peter Lewis, his team and the clinical
Commissioning Group to account over the winter so they can be satisfied they are making the progress
they should towards reopening in the early Spring.
Mr Heappey considers that there is a significant problem in that Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group
is running large deficit that it has been told to restore in year. Additionally, NHS England has stated the
Sustainable Transformation Plan is lacking a strategy to underpin it and therefore it has to be re-written.
This means that the previous victory of having 12 inpatient beds included in the STP is now back open for
discussion. Mr Heappey alerted the meeting to be ready engage with the Clinical Commissioning Group to
again ensure the 12 beds make it into the new version of the STP.
Pat Haskins
Mrs Haskins told the meeting that she received local care for a serious medical condition. She has now
been told she must travel to another hospital, but as the treatment she requires prohibits driving Mrs
Haskins is forced to find transport to attend.
Cllr Martin Lovell read the following 2 written submissions from those councillors unable to attend the
meeting.
Cllr Bente Height wrote:
With regards to the closure of our hospital beds, we are going back over covered ground. I find it unacceptable
closing our hospital through the winter months based on a shortage of staff elsewhere. My fear is that the hospital
will not be reopened having been closed for several months, forcing us to use one or all the other hospitals, the
excuse will then be that there is no demand for a hospital in Shepton Mallet. The cost of bringing back the ward
after months of having laid empty will be astronomic.

Cllrs Simon Davies, Jeanette Marsh & Judy Bartlett submitted the following joint statement:
We are completely supportive of retaining a beloved Community Hospital and will be working diligently with our
Community to fight the Hospital’s permanent closure.

David Lindsay
Dr Lindsay reminded the meeting that the maternity unit in Shepton Mallet temporarily closed 20 year
ago. He stated he therefore had little trust in promises that the current beds will reopen. Dr Lindsay
stated that due to circumstances of the initial funding of the hospital in 1909, there must be at least a
moral responsibility for the hospital’s continued use.
Paul Turner
Reminded the Council that, at the Public Meeting with SOMPAR Board members on Friday 20th October
2017, the outgoing CEO, Nick Broughton, said that he would give full details of SOMPAR's nurse
recruitment efforts to the Town Council. Stephen Ladyman, the SOMPAR Chair of Directors and
Governors, said that he would write to the Town Council listing the details of SOMPAR's job adverts, job
fairs, and recruitment efforts generally.
Mr Turner requested that the Council reminds SOMPAR of its commitment to write to the Council
informing it of these particulars.

178 | P a g e

Mr Turner confirmed that the Support Group has instructed a legal advisor and the Barrister has
confirmed that the lack of consultation by the Trust renders the bed closures unlawful. A letter before
action has been drafted and the next steps are to be discussed.
Robin Horton
Mr Horton questioned how the additional capital funding coming to the NHS will affect Shepton Mallet.
James Heappey responded to reiterate that in order to attract funding, the Clinical Commissioning Group
must ensure the STP is rewritten to include a strategy.
Hayley Peters, Chief Nurse with SOMPAR
Ms Peters stated that the recruitment drive is “full-on”. Work is being undertaken with Taunton,
Somerset & Yeovil in the hope of releasing staff from hospitals to support community hospitals. Ms Peters
stated that a recruitment trip to the Philippines was successful and that she is committed to help reopen
the beds by the end of March.
A number of additional comments from the public expressed concerns that the closure meant there could
be staff resignations. Concerns were also raised regarding the methods employed in administering staff
contracts. It was also suggested that patients are being sent elsewhere by taxi, and that those without
transport must now pay for it to get to another hospital.
The Chairman thanked the public for their comments and turned to the motions for resolution.
31.3

To resolve that Shepton Mallet Town Council regrets Somerset Partnership (SOMPAR’s)
decision to temporarily close in-patient beds at our community hospital, and agrees
that this was imposed on the Town without full public consultation.
It was resolved that the Council agrees resolution 31.3.

31.4

To resolve that Shepton Mallet Town Council demands that our community hospital
beds are reinstated as soon as possible, before April 2018, and that regular updates are
given to the Council about SOMPAR’s staff recruiting programme and that updates on
the likely opening date of the in beds facility is made public.
It was resolved that the Council agrees resolution 31.4 and that it will communicate this
resolution to SOMPAR and will request updates.

31.5

To resolve that the Town Council supports the long-term future for the community
hospital as a well-being centre and demands an action plan from SOMPAR to achieve
this.
The resolution was amended, and it was subsequently resolved that the Town Council
supports the long-term future for the community hospital as a well-being centre and will
demand an action plan from the Clinical Commissioning Group to achieve this.
It was proposed and further resolved that the Council will request that NHS Property
Services concludes all repairs to buildings before March 2018, bringing services up to the
best long term clinical standards.
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31.6

To resolve that the Town Council requests that guarantees are given to show measures
have been put in place by SOMPAR to tackle transport issues for those people now
forced to use other hospitals.
It was resolved that the Council agrees resolution 31.6 and will pursue SOMPAR as
required.

Shepton Mallet Library
The Chairman invited Cllr Chris Inchley to present his notes of the meeting held on 30/11/17, called by
Somerset County Council (SCC) to discuss the library, with representatives from Shepton Mallet Town
Council.
Cllr Inchley’s notes of this October SCC meeting are not reproduced verbatim in these minutes; only the
salient points have been briefly recorded to provide background.
Cllr Chris Inchley stated that the meeting discussed, as part of the development of SCC’s three-year plan
for the library services around the County, the need for, and the usage of, Shepton Mallet library and the
options for improving the library for greater community involvement.
Cllr Inchley stated that SCC detailed that it must make savings on costs and that the library service must
find £0.5 million of these savings. Under its statutory duty to deliver a library service, the County Council
is looking to increase community support for the library service and is investigating different models for
delivery, such as a book exchange, mobile libraries and a fully fledged library service.
Cllr Inchley reported that SCC will, in the New Year, conduct a 13 week public consultation, with a
decision in May/June 2018 on the future of the County’s library services.
Cllr Inchley further stated that, during the October meeting, the County Council confirmed that,
following a ‘light touch desktop appraisal’ that rejected all options in favour of Mendip’s Shape site, a
decision in principle had been taken in February 2017 to move the Library to the SHAPE hub at the
Mendip District Council site.
Cllr Inchley detailed the discussions at the October meeting, including the town councillors’ stated belief
that moving the library would risk undermining the ‘great strides’ that have been made to increase
activity in the town centre, such as the Sunday markets and new shops. He expressed the view of the
town councillors at the meeting that removing the library would lose almost 44000 annual visits to the
town that the library currently attracts.
It was noted that, at the October meeting, SCC recognised the importance of engaging with the
community and stated that it looked forward to involvement by the Town Council to enhance support
for the service, through a fully costed proposal for the library to remain in the centre of the town whilst
meeting disabled access legislation and offering a safe working environment to staff.
The Chairman invited the pubic to comment:
Jill Weston
Ms Weston recognised SMTC’s capacities to materially affect the library’s future and she expressed
disgust that the Town Centre Sequential Assessment Report was not being challenged. She quoted the
report’s statement that, ‘the town centre does not possess the environment for a modern library service’
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and noted that this was despite suitable parking, pedestrians walkways, and that the Mendip Local Plan
part 1 cites the location as ideal for information businesses to set up in.
Ms Weston acknowledged fears that the intended expansion of such public facilities at the Mendip hub
would move the town centre away from its historical site. An effect Ms Weston considers undesirable &
functionally unworkable due to the unsuitable road infrastructure & the parking being inappropriate for
both tourists and residents. Ms Weston emphasised that consideration does not appear to have been
given to an increase in population from new houses or the Shepton baby boom, reaching a crucial stage
of literary skills.
Ms Weston argued that the proposed move ignores the Portas report to government and that
positioning public services, such as libraries, next to small business could take advantage of each other’s
footfall.
Ms Weston further stated her disappointment that the Dobbies Section 106 monies, worth 60k to
“regenerate the town” is inaccessible at this crucial time.
Pat Haskins
Mrs Haskins stated that she has heard that the library cannot afford the rent at its current
location in the town. She stated that the community want made public the facts and figures for
the proposed move as there are lots of empty properties available.
Cllr Martin Lovell read the following 2 written submissions from councillor unable to attend the meeting.
Cllr Bente Height wrote:
I am fully behind the town in their desire to retain the library in the town centre. I have worked tirelessly to suggest
a different locality and I did find such a locality but County Council threw it off the table without proper
consideration as they admitted at the meeting.
At the moment we are stuck with Hobson choice, either we accept the relocation of the library to Mendip District
Council Shape or we will have no library what so ever. Should this happen, I hope that people will continue using
the library, or County Council will use the lack of visitors as an excuse to close the facility completely.

Cllrs Simon Davies, Jeanette Marsh & Judy Bartlett submitted the following joint statement:
The Shepton Mallet Library position is also a great concern to us.
We have considered the situation in great depth and after discussions with the Library Service we acknowledge a
move from the Market Place will have affects.
On the positive side however, we welcome a new investment offered by Somerset County Council into the Town
which will provide a modern, purpose built, accessible facility run by professionals and will be sustainable at
Mendip Shape.
We will be wishing to work in partnership with Somerset County Council to ensure we get the best possible
outcome for all Shepton Mallet Residents

Helen Reader
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Questioned whether councillors listen to what people actually want. She stated that people are
telling traders that they will no longer use the library if it is moved to Shape, this is particularly
relevant to residents from east Shepton.
Mrs Reader stated that she has made a freedom of information request to Somerset County
Council on 31/10/17. She asked for the present cost of the library provision, the cost to build a
new library, including stock and furnishings, and the cost to run the library. Mrs Reader has
received a holding response to say they are still looking into the questions raised.
Neil Watkins
Mr Watkins raised concerns that some Shape Mendip staff routinely park in residential streets,
which is narrowing the road and causing traffic problems. He detailed his specific experiences in
tackling those who work at Shape Mendip and who park inappropriately.
Louise Lappin-Cook
Ms Lappin-Cook acknowledged that the cost implications of moving the library from the town
centre does not just impact on the local authority, but has costs to families, young people and
businesses.
Ms Lappin-Cook pointed out that the library is equidistant from 3 schools and a recent survey she
carried out showed that 95% of people participating in the survey considered it ‘important’ to
have an arts’ space, library or theatre in the town, but having the same in the centre of Shepton
Mallet was considered ‘very important’.
John Hardy
Mr Hardy acknowledged the decision to move the library from the town centre is within SCC
control and they will carry the fault if they get it wrong by jeopardising the High Street and Town
Street areas. He stated that the SCC Economic Development Unit should be fighting for the
facility to remain in the centre of town; an issue amplified by Mary Portas’ report.
Jill Lindsay
Ms Lindsay voiced her support for keeping the library in the town centre, but wished to
emphasise that it should be staffed by professional librarians offering a professional library
service. She stated that the library is vital for giving students access to locally produced books
not available online.
Andy Roberts
Mr Roberts stated his experience that many library users don’t use a car to visit the library and
will not walk to the facility at Shape. He stated that, since the CAB moved to Shape, those in
need of advice/support are turning to the library for it.
The Chairman thanked the public for their comments and returned to the motions on the agenda.
Councillors agreed that this SMTC meeting was one of the most important held, in that it
addressed vital issues of essential public services. Following extensive discussions, councillors
noted that any decision to move the library might be subject to legislative requirements,
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specifically under s.7 of the Public Libraries & Museums Act 1964. Failure to comply with the Act
might therefore leave any decision open to legal challenge.
31.7

To resolve that Shepton Mallet Town Council wishes to have a high quality, staffed
library service in the town centre of Shepton Mallet, that delivers good access to a wide
range of library facilities.
The resolution was amended, and it was resolved that Shepton Mallet Town Council
wishes to have a high quality, professionally staffed library service in the town centre of
Shepton Mallet, that delivers good access to a wide range of library facilities.

31.8

To resolve that Shepton Mallet Town Council will take up Somerset County Council’s
offer to undertake and explore all opportunities to find a suitable town centre location
for the Shepton Mallet Library.
It was resolved that the Council agrees resolution 31.8 and will take action to respond to
the offer. It was proposed and further resolved that the Council will, subject to costs,
consider setting aside a budget to commission a feasibility study of the available
properties in the town centre to ascertain their suitability to house the library.

31.9

To resolve that, in order for Shepton Mallet Town Council to work with Somerset
County Council (per item 31.8) to find a suitable alternative location that keeps the
library in the town centre, Shepton Mallet Town Council requests details of the financial
position being considered with Mendip District Council to move the library from its
present location to SHAPE (confidentiality will be respected by SMTC).
It was resolved that the Council agrees the resolution and will make the necessary
requests of SCC, assuring that confidentiality will be respected by SMTC.

31.10

To resolve that Shepton Mallet Town Council welcomes an opportunity to further
improve services at the Shepton Mallet Library, including events to improve literacy
and access to education and knowledge.
It was resolved that the Council agrees resolution 31.10 and will offer to assist a town
centre library in making such improvements.

31.11 Date Time & Place of next ordinary meeting – Tuesday 28th November 2017
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Public Session
Mrs J Weston
She questioned why the Double-Triple hatted councillors were not present at the recent
Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council when the re-locating of the Library was
discussed and to know how they would speak before the Planning Board on behalf of the
Town. She then proceeded to ask two questions.
1.

2.

Would they challenge The Town Centre sequential Assessment Report? The first
paragraph is at best ambiguous and at worse derisory – “Shepton Mallet Library is
currently located in the Market Place in the town centre. However, the location and
premises have become unsustainable due to the high rental costs and an
unsatisfactory environment for a modern library service.”
(i)
In an area where “knowledge based businesses” may set up!
(ii)
The Assessment report also suggests the “expansion of public facilities” at the
MDC campus, which in the view of many will move the town centre away from
its historical site.

There are ALSO underlying infrastructure issues at the campus that would
concern many, proximity of main trunk road, and parking of vehicles (Kingsland
and Compton Road are recognised as MDC’s overflow car park.)
The economic regeneration of the town centre has been a persistent theme for years
in SMTC, but I hear from a reliable source that the 106 Dobbies monies were so legally
tied up as to be inaccessible. To obtain these, 60k, at such a crucial time could do so
much good.
At this juncture the Chairman brought the matter to a close as he pointed out to the
member of the public concerned that in essence she ought to be directing her
questions at a District Council Meeting
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Mrs Pat Haskins
She indicated that she was speaking on both her own account and that of her neighbours in
Back Lane in regards to the difficulties they were experiencing with speeding vehicles
passing their respective properties. She indicated that she had the support of the County
Councillor and the Ward Councillors and hoped that there would be a constructive debate
undertaken by the Town Council to resolve the problem being currently experienced.
Mr Robert Goodhand
He expressed his appreciation for the Town Council’s support of the Toploader concert and
the principle of establishing Shepton Mallet as an outdoor concert venue. He was aware
that the event ran at a loss which he put down to the inclement weather but he asked the
Town Council not to lose heart as the whole Collett Park Festival Weekend and the
September Concert were great service provisions to the Town as a whole.
Mesdames B Height J Marsh & Mr S Davies - District Councillors
All spoke on the latest developments surrounding the consultations being undertaken by
Mendip District Council and Somerset County Councillor in respect to the future of the
Town Library and the temporary closure of the Shepton Mallet Community Hospital.
Mr John Parham – County Councillor
He reiterated the previous comments of his District Council colleagues in respect to both
the Public Library and the Community Hospital
The Chairman thanked everyone individually for their presentations and then proceeded to open the
formal meeting by welcoming both councillors and members of the public.
Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council Chamber of
Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 28th November 2017
when the following business was transacted
Present :

Chairman Mr M Lovell together with Mesdames J Bartlett B Height D Losey D Towner
Messrs S Davies M Hood C Inchley J Parham R Scott N Shearn together with the
Town Clerk Mr B Poole.
In addition there were 6 members of the public present.

32.1

To receive apologies for absence and consider if the reason for the absence should be
formally approved by council.
Councillors Chambers & Miller

32.2

To receive any declarations of interest
None
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32.3

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on the Tuesday 3rd
October 2017
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday 3rd October
2017 that had been previously circulated be taken as read signed as such by the Chairman as
being a true and correct record

32.4

Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only
(a)

(b)
(c)

Members of the Public
(i)

Mr Mike Forbes

(ii)

Mrs Christina Kennedy

(iii)

Mrs Helen Reader

Investment Account
Neighbourhood Plan

30

30.4.b
30.4.c

Work in progress
(d)

Great War Commemoration

30.4.d

Councillor Mrs Jeannette Marsh provided a verbal update
(e)
(f)

Izettle Card
HMS Mendip Plaque

30.4.h
30.6.2

Matters now concluded
(g)
(h)

Waterloo Crossing
Commercial Road Roundabout

30.6.4
30.6.5

Both consultations were duly responded too as directed
(i)

Recording of Meetings

30.6.6

Work in progress
(j)

HR Services

30.6.7

Now secured as resolved
(k)

Installation of SID

30.6.8

As far as I am aware yet to be actioned
(l)

Amendment – Public Session

30.6.9

Duly concluded
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32.5

Chairman’s Announcements
Gave a brief outline of his recent activities on behalf of the Town Council
The Town Clerk at this juncture referred members to his report which had been
circulated prior to the Town Council Meeting – copy attached to the minutes

NOTE

32.6

Resolutions
(1)

To receive the accounts for the Collett Park Festival 2017
Received

(2)

To receive and note the Budget proposals from the following Town Council
Committees and Sub Committees and as a result formally resolve to set a Budget
for 2018-19
Policy & Resources
Open Spaces
Town Development & Planning
Collett Park Management
Staffing Sub Committee
Collett Festival Sub Committee
A number of questions were raised all of which were answered by the Town Clerk. He
suggested that in order to make progress the Town Council could agree to the
suggested Budget in principle and defer a final decision until the impact on the 201819 Precept was known
Prior to a formal resolution being proceeded with an amendment was proposed that:
The formal Budget as presented to the meeting be deferred until the next full Council
Meeting on the 30th January 2018 in order for all of the Council’s Committees to
undertake a review of their presented figures.
This was defeated on a recorded vote with Councillors J Bartlett B Height J Marsh S
Davies and J Parham voting in favour with Councillors D Losey D Towner M Hood C
Inchley G Kennedy M Lovell R Scott and N Shearn voting against.
The following proposal was formally proposed: that:
The proposed Budget as presented – papers attached to these minutes be Approved
in principle but the decision be deferred until the next full Council on the 30th
January 2018 in order for all of the Council’s Committees to undertake a review of
their presented figures
This was carried on a recorded vote with Councillors J Bartlett B Height J Marsh S
Davies and J Parham voting against with Councillors D Losey D Towner M Hood C
Inchley G Kennedy M Lovell R Scott and N Shearn voting in favour.
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32.7

To formally receive the Town Council Accounts for the period of 1st April 2107 to the 30th
September 2017
Received

32.8

To formally note the items of expenditure for the months of September & October –
copies attached to these minutes
Noted

32.9

To receive reports if deemed necessary from the following Town Council Representatives:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Youth Club
Urban Forum
Mendip Rocks
Healthwatch Somerset

ML
BH/SD
SD/BP
JP
RS

(f)

Chamber of Commerce

SD/NS

Were again undertaking the official lighting of the Christmas Tree
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

MDC CCTV User Group
Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau
Mendip Community Transport
Mid Somerset Show

NS/TW
BH/CI
GK
JP

(k)

Leisure Centre Committee

JP

It was noted that the Leisure Centre was in the full control of Whitstone Academy
(l)
(m)
(n)

Shepton Mallet Carnival Club
Tourist Information Centre
Shepton Mallet Health Campus

(o)
(p)

Shepton Mallet Twinning Association
Shepton Mallet Branch of the British Legion

MD/TW
DL
DL
DL
DL
SD

Both organisations expressed their thanks for the Town Council’s recent support
32.10 To receive the Minutes of the following Committees and Working Groups to note the
decisions thereto:(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Policy & Resources Committee – 07/11/17
Open Spaces Committee – 14/11/17
Collett Park Management – 17/10/17
Town Development & Planning – 10/10/17 – 31/10/17 – 21/11/17

32.11 Correspondence
(1)

MDC – Parish Information Bulletin

C
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(2)

Certified External Audit

C

The internal Auditor’s comment were duly noted
(3)
(4)

Residents Email – Eden Grove Lane
Residents Letter – Back Lane excessive speeding

E
C

Comments relayed to SCC Highways for their information and comment
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

SCC Waste Partnership- chip/compost Christmas Trees to waste less
SCC Speed Indicator Device October 17 Report
DSFRS- Draft Integrated Risk Managements Plan 2018
MDC training sessions and development management dates
Planning newsletter October 17
SCC- Family Support and Children’s Centres Consultation
SLCC- The Clerk Magazine
Clerks and Councils Direct
Bulletin – War Memorials Trust

E
E
E
E
E
E
C
C
C

32.12 Other business referred to the Town Clerk
(1)

External Audit arrangements for 2018 – 2022 PKF Littlejohns
Noted

(2)

£100 Donation to the Highwayman Carnival Club – acting as stewards
Agreed that such a donation be granted

(3)

Investment Account
It was noted that after exhaustive inquiries it was clear that CCLA offered the
investment facilities that the Town Council was seeking and as such the Town Clerk
was preparing as instructed to lodge the sum of £100,000 being part of the Local
Projects ERM into the CCLA (Council Churches and Local Authorities) Public Sector
Deposit Fund

(4)

Staff Overtime
The Town Clerk pointed out that there was likely to be an impact on the Salary Budget
due to necessary overtime by one member of staff albeit it is likely to be within the
2017-18 Budget heading.

(5)

GDPR 2018
The members were advised that this subject matter would undoubtedly have an
impact in the near future on the Council’s Data Retention Policies
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32.13 Date Time & Venue of next meetings
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Town Council Meeting – 30/01/18 (Precept Setting)
Policy & Resources – 16/01/18
Open Spaces 09/01/18
Town Development & Planning – 12/12/17 – 02/01/18 & 23/01/18
Collett Park – 05/12/17
Cenotaph Charity – 16/01/18
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1TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

1 PARK ROAD
SHEPTON MALLET
BA4 5BS
01749 343984
Email: Deputy@sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk
www.sheptonmallettowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Collett Park Management Committee, held
in the Committee Room of Mendip District Council Offices, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on
Tuesday 5th December 2017, commencing at 7pm, when the following business was transacted:
Present:

Cllrs G Kennedy (Chairman), J Bartlett, M Lovell, D Towner, M Hood, B Miller together
with Sam Winter, Deputy Town Clerk.
1 member of the public was present.

CPM15.1

To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllrs N Chambers & S Davies
Absent: Cllr T Webb

CPM15.2

To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda.
None.

CPM15.3

To receive and approve the minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee
held on Tuesday 17th October 2017.
The minutes were received by the meeting and signed by the chairman as a correct
record.

CP15.4

To receive the following councillor updates:
(1) Press release for Friends’ Group – GK

CP13.8(8)

The press release will be ready for publication in January, but an initial leaflet
advertising for interested volunteers will be made available for distribution from the
SMTC gazebo at the Victorian Christmas Market.
CP15.5

Report of the Deputy Town Clerk.
(1)

Play Area signage
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Signs have been ordered.
(2)

Park Inspections
The paving along the footpath nearest the Charlton Road entrance is uneven and
following advice from insurers, has been closed off.

(3)

Stone entrance to Park at Collett Avenue
The works to repair and improve the damaged wall/gate are complete.

(4)

Installation of defibrillator
The unit has been ordered and paid for. Costs for installation by an electrician have been
requested and will be retrospectively notified at the February Committee meeting.

(5)

Green Flag status
A mock assessment has been carried out and results are expected imminently. The
application will proceed at the beginning of 2018.

(6)

Tarmac path inside and along the front of the younger children’s play area
The path running alongside the younger children’s play area, and in front of the café, is
not wide enough to take the existing footfall without overspill onto the strips of grass.
Additionally, the weekly Parkrun has a significant impact on these grass strips,
particularly in wet weather when the grass and neighbouring paths become muddy and
slippery. There is concern that the proposed matting might not last in the medium to
longer term and that a more resilient surface is required. The paths alongside the play
area and inside the play area currently present a threat to safety.

(7)

Feasibility study
Following a visit to the park by Swan Paul and their associate architects, Reed Holland,
the study’s costs for redesigning the existing buildings, as well as the anticipated
landscape study, have been ascertained.

CP15.6

For resolution.
1) To resolve whether to agree the proposed 2018 schedule of dates & events from
Collett Park Café.
Resolved that, subject to the usual protocols with regards insurance, etc,
permission is granted for the following events to be held in Collett Park:
Easter Eggstravaganza
Fun run and sports day
Bouncy Tuesdays
Throw a ball Thursdays
Music in the Park
Halloween Spooktacular

Saturday 31st March 2018
Sunday 8th July 2018
Tuesday 24th July and for 5 Tuesdays following
Thursday 26th July and for 5 Thursdays following
Sunday 29th July 2018 (*TENS reqd)
Wednesday 24th October 2018
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Christmas Bazaar & stocking filler market
reqd)

Saturday 15th December 2018 (*TENS

2) To acknowledge that Swan Paul will work with their associate architects, Reed
Holland, to deliver the architectural element of the Park feasibility study, and to
approve the associated schedule of fees.
Resolved that the feasibility study should only include the architect’s initial sketch
proposals and options for discussion. It was agreed that any development of the
architectural design beyond the initial ideas stage, will be subject to a tender
process and linked to public consultation.
3) To resolve what basic specification of new park building the Committee would like
to work towards.
Resolved that the basic specification of building to be included with the initial
stage of the feasibility study should be to replace and improve those spaces that
already exist, namely the depot, loos and café.
It was agreed that it would be ultimately desirable to incorporate vandal resistant
loos with increased disabled use and public access, as well as a slighting larger
depot and café/community space.
4) To resolve whether to proceed with repairs to the paths at the play area & uneven
paved stretch of path, located south of the Charlton Road park entrance and next
to the sheep grazing field.
Resolved that the repairs should be made in tarmac, and that a request is made
for a grant of the repairs from SMTC.
Following advice from the Trust’s insurers, it was noted that the areas in need of
repair potentially present a hazard to park users and must be addressed with
some urgency.
It was agreed that those areas to be included in the request for repair are:
x
x
x

The entrance into the younger children’s play area (to continue over the
mud to the end of the soft surface)
Widening of the path alongside the younger children’s play area to extend
over the damaged grass to the play area fencing
The uneven path near the Charlton Road entrance (currently cordoned
off).

5) To review and resolve the final 2018/19 Collett Park budget for submission to Full
Council in January.
Resolved that a request will be made to the Council that it increases by £8000 the
amount it makes available to Collett Park Trust, by way of grant.
6) To resolve that the press and public are excluded from the meeting due to the
confidential nature of matters to be discussed relating to commercial contractual
arrangements under item CP15.6(6).
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Resolved to exclude the public present.
7) To receive an update on contractual matters with regards terms of the lease for
Collett Park Café.
An update on the lease negotiations was received. The Committee also received
notice that the café plans to undertake its extension works during mid to late
January 2018.
It was subsequently proposed that it is agreed to be in the interests of the Trust to
progress the matter of the lease, and therefore the Deputy Town Clerk should
proceed with arranging for the signing of the lease so that rent can charged.
Resolved that the Deputy Town Clerk should proceed with arranging for the
signing of the agreed lease with Collett Park Cafe.
CP15.7

To note that Date Time & Place of next Meeting – Tuesday 6th February 2018
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One member of the public was present.

Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Development & Planning Committee that took place
on Tuesday 12th December 2017 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District Council Offices,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BT when the following planning applications were discussed.
Present:

Mesdames J Bartlett and D Losey Messrs M Lovell and N Shearn together with Office
Manager Mrs P Robertson.

TDP45.1

Apologies for absence
Cllrs Hood and Marsh.
Chambers and Webb.

TDP45.2

The following were not present at the meeting – Cllrs

Declarations of Interest
None

TDP45.3

To approve the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 21st November 2017.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Development & Planning Committee
Meeting held on Tuesday 21st November 2017 be taken as read be approved as
being a true and accurate record and signed as such.
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TDP45.4

Planning Matters - Applications for consideration

17/2956 Proposed renovation and conversion to form 4 Members unanimously
Howard
residential units.
Reapplication for consent supported this application.
Warren
following lapse of previous consent 2011/2759.
10 High Street Shepton Mallet BA4 5AN
17/3079 Proposed pollarding
Bo Walsh
conservation area.

of

two

Willows

in

a Members unanimously
supported this application.

Mulberry House Back Lane Darshill Shepton Mallet
17/3142 Proposed trimming of two Yew trees (A and B) in a Members unanimously
Bo Walsh
conservation area.
supported this application.
The Old Surgery Leg Square Shepton Mallet BA4 5LL
17/2699 Change of use of part of existing store car park to Members unanimously
James
host a temporary market twice a year.
supported this application
U’Dell
subject to it being called a
1 Townsend Shopping Park, Townsend Shepton “Farmers Fayre” (or
Mallet BA4 5EG
similar) and not a market
as this could cause
confusion with the normal
Friday market.
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TDP45.5 Planning Applications Decided

No

Address

Town Council

District

17/2466 The Field Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet Supported
BA4 5RE

Approved
with
conditions
20/11/17

17/1701 Land at 361385 143242 The Sidings Shepton Not supported
Mallet

Approved
with
conditions
17/11/17

17/2547 Collett Park Café Collett Park Park Road Supported
Shepton Mallet BA4 5BP

Approved
with
conditions
21/11/17

17/2615 Church of St Peter and St Paul Market Place Supported
Shepton Mallet

TPO not
required
22/11/17

17/2595 3 Leeway Court Hawthorn Crescent Shepton Not consulted
Mallet BA4 5XJ

Approved
with
conditions
22/11/17

TDP45.6

Other business referred to the Town Clerk
None

TDP45.7

Date & Time of Next Meeting
7.00pm on Tuesday 2nd January 2018 at Asham Committee Room, Mendip District
Council Offices, BA4 5BT subject to business.

Signed ……………………………………………………………….. (Chairman) Date …………………………………………….
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