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TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES 
1 PARK ROAD 
SHEPTON MALLET  
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01749 343984 
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Public Session 
 
No members of the public present asked to speak, but the Chairman granted permission for Cllr 
Bente Height to speak during the public session: 
 
Cllr Bente Height asked the meeting to consider the corporate view regarding the matter of free 
speech as it applies to radio stations and to councillors speaking outside of a meeting. Cllr Height 
also expressed concern that business people not present at a meeting should not be identified by 
name.  
In response, the chairman stated that he supported free speech within the law, but reminded 
councillors of the importance of adhering to the corporate decision when speaking on Council 
matters. 
 
Minutes of the meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the Council Chamber of 
Mendip District Council, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 20th November 2018 
when the following business was transacted. 
 
Present: Chairman Cllr C Inchley together with Cllrs J Hardy, E Hobbs, D Losey, M Lovell, R 

Manley, J Parham, N Shearn, P Stevens, G Kennedy, J Marsh, H Reader, D Towner in 
attendance with the Town Clerk Sam Winter. 

 
There were 7 members of public present. 

 
41.1 To receive apologies for absence.  
 
 Apologies Cllrs N Chambers, R Scott  
 
41.2 To receive any declarations of interest in items on this agenda 

 
Cllr J Parham declared an interest in item 41.8(5).  

 
41.3   To receive and approve the minutes of: 

The Town Council meeting held 18th September 2018 
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Resolved that the minutes of the Meetings are agreed and signed by the Chairman as a correct 
record. 

 
41.4 To welcome PC George Simpson and receive a police update 

 

PC Simpson was unable to attend in person due to policing matters, but the meeting was 

grateful for his written report for circulation to members.  

 

41.5 To receive the reports of the Town Clerk: 

 

1.Recruitment of temporary Admin Assistant 

 

The Policy & Resources & Staffing Sub-Committee approved the recruitment of a one-year 

officer post to cover maternity leave. 13 completed application forms have been received 

for shortlisting. 

 

2.Recruitment of Business Development Officer (rfo) 

 

The interview for the new officer post was held on 15/11 and an offer has been made to the 

successful candidate, subject to references. 

 

 The report was received in full by the meeting. 

 

41.6 Updates from councillors – for the purpose of report only (abridged for minutes) 

1. Cllr Marsh  Armistice 100 

 

Cllr Marsh thanked the Town Council for the £10k budget provided to fund an Armistice 

remembrance event in Collett Park on 10/11/18. Cllr Marsh stated that the event was a 

great success and a fitting tribute. She thanked the working group involved in the 

organisation of the event.  

 

The Chairman asked that a record of thanks was also made to Abbie Riggs, Admin Assistant, 

who played a significant role in helping the working group with the arrangements.  

 

2. Cllr Hardy  Shepton Mallet Library (presented within the motions) 

3. District & County Councillors 

 

District & County Councillor J Parham updated the meeting with regards the position on the 

potential unitary authority. He reported that discussions are progressing between the 

County and the five Districts and it has been agreed to fund a study into the options 

available and any potential outcomes. A report is expected in the new year.    

 

An additional fund has been announced for Highways, which might mean winter gritting of 

Waterloo Road to Downside is reinstated and that free winter salt might be again available 

to parishes.    

 

Discussions continue concerning the CAB. All Districts value the work of the CAB and are 

together considering how costs might be saved through joined up functions.     
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As the PSPO comes into force in January, the enforcement team will be expanded with more 

minor offences dealt with by FPNs, whereas more serious offences dealt with through the 

usual court process. 

 

District Cllrs J Marsh & B Height had no reports to make. 

 

41.7 Chairman’s Announcements.  

 

The Chairman formally announced the resignation of the current Town Clerk and suggested 

that a diverse recruitment & interview panel is formed consisting of the relevant chairmen, 

councillors new and old as well as representatives from all the political groups. He proposed a 

panel consisting of Cllrs C Inchley, J Parham, G Kennedy, B Manly and H Reader. 

 

The panel was agreed by the meeting and it was decided that the recruitment process should 

proceed asap.  

 

The Chairman additionally confirmed that the scrutiny report into Collett Festival would be 

discussed at a December extraordinary meeting, date to be confirmed. 

 
41.8 Motions for resolutions/to note.  

  

(1) To receive and note the items of expenditure for the months of August to October, 
inclusive. (as circulated) 

 
The items of expenditure were received and signed for by Cllr Parham. 
 

(2) To resolve to make a grant to the Lantern Parade to cover the cost of public liability 

insurance. 

 

Resolved to make a grant to the Lantern Parade of up to £200, on production of valid 

insurance. 

 
(3) To note that Bridget C. Bowen, Chartered Accountant, has been instructed to 

undertake the Council’s internal audit for 18/19 and 19/20 financial years. Bridget 

will attend the office on the following dates: 

 
Tuesday 22 January 2019, 
Tuesday 12 March 2019, and 
Tuesday 21 May 2019 (Provisional) 
 
Noted. 

 
(4) To receive the 2019/20 schedule of meetings.  

 

The schedule was received.  
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Cllr Parham declared an interest and left the room 

 

(5) To resolve that the Council authorises the Town Clerk along with, but not limited to, 
the Vice-Chairman of the Council to negotiate with the landlord of the former HSBC 
building, a 12-month lease of the premises to a maximum value of £14,000, 
commencing at the earliest mutually convenient date. 

 
Cllr Hardy reminded the meeting of the Council decision of 14th August 2018 (minute 
ref:38.7) when it was resolved that the Council would fund up to £12k to support the 
project to retain the library in the town centre. Of the town centre options, SCC 
appears to favour the HSBC premises as suitable for siting of the library. Therefore, Cllr 
Hardy explained the justification in attempting to secure the building by way of a 
lease, whilst being able to offer the highly regarded Rubbish Art Project time and 
assistance in relocating to another premises. 
 
Cllr Hardy confirmed that the possibility of relocating the Town Council office to the 
HSBC building, either in part or completely, is still a matter to be considered. 
 
For:   Cllrs Hardy, Hobbs, Inchley, Kennedy, Losey, Lovell, Reader 
Against: Cllrs Manly, Marsh, Shearn 
Abstain: Cllrs Height, Towner 
 
Resolved on a recorded vote to proceed with lease negotiations as proposed. 
 
Cllr G Kennedy will also be involved in lease negotiations.  
 
Cllr Parham re-joined the meeting 
 

(6) Subject to agreement of item 41.8(5), to agree that, if the Rubbish Art Project 

expresses its wish to continue in residence at the former HSBC building, this is to be 

permitted on a rolling monthly contract with SMTC, under payment of a similar rent 

as currently paid by the Project to the landlord, until the building is needed for re-

development as a Library.  

 

Resolved to agree the proposal subject to obtaining professional legal advice. 

 

(7) To receive the Town Council Accounts for the period of 1st April 2018 to the 31st 

October 2018 

 

The accounts were received, and an observation was made that it would be helpful if 

the EMRs were identified as to whether they are revenue or capital expenditure.   

 

(8) To receive and note the Budget proposals from the following Town Council 

Committees and to agree a provisional budget for 2019/20. 

 

Policy & Resources  

Open Spaces 

Town Development & Planning 
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Collett Park Management Committee (seeking grant/grant of services) 

 

A full discussion was held on how to achieve a sustainable budget. The meeting 

considered matters including levels of reserves, the ability to fund events and, in 

particular, the need to ensure adequate staffing levels to enable the Council to better 

function in the provision of its service.  

 

Resolved that the 2019/20 final budget for the precept will be fixed at the November 

RPI rate of 3.3%. 

 

The January P&R Committee will revisit its budget with regards increasing staffing 

levels. 

 

Cllr Parham left the meeting. 

 

 41.9  To note the decisions of the following committees and that minutes and draft 

minutes of the meetings have been circulated:  

  

(a) Town Development & Planning 02/10/18, 23/10/18, 13/11/18 (draft)  

(b) Collett Park Management  09/10/18 (draft) 

(c) Policy &Resources  06/11/18 (draft) 

(d) Open Spaces   16/10/18 (draft) 

  

Noted. 

 

 41.10  Correspondence:  

   1. Mr B Poole  Return of property 

  2. Caroline Crowley Thanks given to SMTC for grant to Lantern Parade 

  3. Wells Cathedral  Invitation to Chairman for Armistice event  

  4. Chamber of Commerce Christmas switch-on event 

5. Mr R Goodhand  Request for information 

6. Children's World's Invitation to Tea for young volunteers 

 Received. 

 

 41.11  Date & time of next meetings:  

  

Town Council     22/01/19 

 Town Development & Planning  04/12/18 

 Collett Park Management  18/12/18  

  Open Spaces Committee  11/12/18  

  Policy and Resources Committee  15/01/19 

Cenotaph Charity & AGM  15/01/19 

   Market Cross Charity & AGM  TBC  

     

   Dates received, as amended. 
   


