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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Cenotaph Charity, of which Shepton Mallet 
Town Council are trustees, that took place in the Asham Committee Room of Mendip 
District Council, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 
6.30pm.  
 
Present:  Cllrs T Faith (from item 1.8), W Frapple, C Inchley, G Kennedy, M Lovell, N 

Shearn, N Tolson. 
 
In Attendance:  Charlotte Starkie, Town Clerk and Liz Evans, Assistant Town Clerk 
 
Public and Press:  One member of the public. 
 

Public Question Time 

Mr Stride confirmed that he was a member of the Friends of the Cenotaph group, and 

requested that they be invited to the next Cenotaph Charity meeting.  

 

1.1  Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received from Councillors B Manley, M Harrison and B Height. 

              

1.2  Nomination for the position of Chairman  

 Councillor Lovell accepted position of the Chairman.  

 

1.3  Declaration of interest of matters related to this agenda  

 There were no declarations of interest.  

  

1.4  To receive the minutes from the last meeting on 16th January 2018 

 The minutes were received and accepted as a true record. 

 

 Resolved that: 

 The minutes of 16th January 2018 be signed as a true record.  
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1.5   To note year end accounts for 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 and to note that the 
Town Council continues to support the Cenotaph Charity with £1,000 per 
annum 
 
 Councillors received the submitted year end accounts for 2017/18 and 2018/19 to 
the Charity Commission, from the Responsible Finance Officer, and were made 
aware that the financial affairs of the charity were in order.  At the end of March 
2019 the closing balance of the account was £6,157. 
 
Resolved that:  
The Yearend accounts are noted, agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
The Town Council continues to support the Cenotaph Charity with an annual grant 
of £1,000. 
 

1.6  To consider the banking arrangements for the banking arrangements for the 
charity and the move from the Lloyds account to a Unity Trust Bank Account  

 
Resolved that:  
It was agreed that Cenotaph Charity will transfer its current account from Lloyds 
Bank to a Unity Trust Bank Account at the end of the financial year.   

 
1.7 To note flag flying dates for 2020 
 

 Resolved that: 
The Flag flying dates have been noted and amendment made to the list to include 
Armistice Day and Battle of Britain. 

 
1.8 To receive a verbal update from the Town Clerk on matters involving the 

Cenotaph  
 Cllr Faith joined the meeting at 18.50 
 

Councillors received a report from the Town Clerk: 
That the contractor continues to keep the area around the Cenotaph clean and that 
the Cenotaph is used on civic occasions. 
After a discussion it was agreed that a monument specialist needs to be engaged to 
undertake an inspection and test of the Cenotaph, and at the same time clean the 
monument and remove moss from the top.  For the plaques to be polished in 
accordance with the correct procedure 
 

 Resolved that: 
The Town Clerk to receive quotations from monument specialists, and to engage a 
local firm to undertake an inspection, test and clean of the Cenotaph. 
To prepare a maintenance plan for the Cenotaph to cover the next 10 years.   
To investigate any information in relation to the plaques and inscriptions.  
   

1.9 To Consider any matters deemed to be importance in respect to the Cenotaph 
Charity 

 Councillor Tolson informed the meeting that arrangements were being made to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Cenotaph with an event on 11th 
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November 2020, which would include an extended service and support from 
dignitaries.   

 
 The event was being managed by the Chairman of the Royal British Legion with 

support from the Carnival Club. 
 

 It was confirmed that Mendip District Council owns the land surrounding the 
Cenotaph, with the embankment being owned by a local retailer.   Concern was 
expressed that the area around the Cenotaph including the roundabout and bus 
lane would need to be smartened up if to be the focus of an event.  A request was 
received to remove a dead cherry tree.   

 
 Councillor Tolson was currently liaising with Mendip District Council and would 

provide a briefing to full council in due course. 
 
  Resolved that: 

 Councillor Tolson provide an update to a future council meeting on the proposed 
event plan,  

    
1.10 Date of next council meeting  
 The next meeting of the Cenotaph Charity Meeting will be held in June 2020.   
 
 The meeting closed at 6.59pm 


