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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council that took place in the 
Council Chamber of Mendip District Council, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on 
Tuesday 21st January 2020 7pm.  
 
Present:  Councillors T Faith, S Hale, M Harrison, B Height, E Hobbs, C Inchley 

(Chairman), G Kennedy, M Lovell, G Mayall, A McGuire and N Shearn,  
 
In Attendance:  Charlotte Starkie, Town Clerk and Liz, Evans, Assistant Town Clerk (Finance                 

and Community). 
 
Public and Press:  County Councillor John Parham.  Five members of the public.   
 
Public Question Time  
Two members of the public addressed the meetings.  Their comments are at Appendix A.  
 
08.1  Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Councillors Manley, W Frapple, T Jones and N Tolson.  

 

A request had been received from Councillor McGuire to take a period of absence of 

up to 6 months.  Councillors agreed to grant permission to have a period of 6 months’ 

absence from attending any meetings of the council.   

 

08.2 Chairman’s Announcements  
Councillor Inchley informed the meeting that Abbie Riggs had returned to work 
following her maternity leave.  The Town Clerk was celebrating almost a year in post, 
and he was delighted to inform councillors that Paula Robertson and Becky Kingston-
Woods had both successfully completed the Introduction to Local Council 
Administration qualification 
 
He reminded Councillors that there were national celebrations to mark the 75th 
anniversary of Victory in Europe Day on 8th May 2020.  

 
08.3   Declaration of interest of matters related to this agenda  

 There were no declarations of interest.  
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08.4 Update for PC George Simpson 
 PC Simpson was unable to attend the meeting.  
 
08.5  Update from Somerset County Councillor John Parham 
 Councillor Parham informed the meeting of the following:  
  
 The County Council was leading on the establishment of a Somerset Climate Action 

network to identify ways for Somerset to work towards being carbon neutral by 2030.    
 

The team that provides advice and training to governors, clerk and trustees in 
education establishments had won a national recognition award.   
 
Additional support and funding was being made available to those living with 
Dementia, by offering a range of activities.   
 
It was confirmed that Shepton Mallet library would remain in its current location and 
developed into a community hub, with extended opening hours, in partnership with the 
Town Council and 2 significant contributors.   
 
A range of volunteering opportunities was being promoted, for people to give 
something back to their local community.   
 
The County Council was trail blazing by introducing robot technology to help poorly 
children in the classroom, by being able to see and hear and contribute towards a 
lesson despite them being remote to the classroom.  

 
08.6  Update from Mendip District Councillors 

 
Councillor Inchley reported that he was leading a social deprivation working party 
and was aware of the significant cuts that had been made to the youth services. They 
were working with the troubled family unit, which brings together multi agency support 
to offer direct service delivery. 
The working party were looking at the council tax support scheme (where everyone 
pays at least a minimum of 20% regardless of circumstances) to make it easier to 
administer. 
 
People were encouraged to consider using the Credit Union as a way of saving money 
locally.  
 
Councillor Hobbs reported that he had a meeting with the youth support worker for 
the YMCA to consider ways of engaging with young people and get them more 
involved in activities and hobbies.   
 
He also reported that some damage had been done to the ground adjacent to the 
grave of James Allen, which was being repaired by MDC.  Consideration was being to 
the creation of a community interest group to tend to the site, as it has been confirmed 
that there are no living relatives to Mr Allen.   
 
Work was ongoing to find a solution to chemical free weed control.   
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Councillor Kennedy reported that whilst plenty of statistics were bring collected in 
relation to social deprivation, youth services etc they needed to be used to bring about 
change. 
 
He responded to the announcement that consideration was being made for the county 
council and the district councils to become a unitary authority.  He was aware that if it 
was to proceed that town councils could be given additional powers and 
responsibilities, and if this was the case it was essential that they were also transferred 
the funding.   

 
Councillor Height reported that the Mendip School had submitted plans to build a 
swimming pool. The public were invited to attend their open day at the school.  
  

  Resolved that: 
 The updates be noted.  
  
08.7  To consider the minutes from the meetings held on 26th November 2019 
 The minutes of the above meetings were agreed as a true record. 
 
 Resolved that: 
 The minutes be signed as a true record. 
 
08.8 To note the minutes of committee meetings have been circulated 
 It was noted that the draft minutes for the meetings below had been circulated: 
 
         Policy and Resources - 14th January 2020 
 Town Development and Planning -  10th December 2019 and 7th January 2020 

 

Resolved that: 

The circulation of the minutes be noted. 

 
08.9 Calendar of meeting 2020/21 
 Councillors received the proposed dates in the calendar of meeting for council and 

committee meetings for May 2020 to May 2021 
 
 Resolved that: 
 The proposed dates noted and agreed. 
 
08.10 Future of the Local Government in Somerset 
 Councillors had been informed of the county council’s communication that 

consideration was being given to the merger of the county council and the 4 district 
councils into one unitary authority.  After a brief discussion it was proposed that a 
working party be established that considers the proposal and discusses what the 
potential impact might be at parish council level.  

 
 Councillors nominated to the One Somerset Working Party:  Councillors Kennedy, 

Shearn, Hobbs and Mayall.  To meet but without officer support, and to consider the 
proposals and consideration from other local councils and to report back to full council 
in due course.   All but one councillor voted in favour of the setting up of the working 
party. 
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 Resolved that: 
 The report from the Town Clerk be noted.   
 A working party consisting of Councillors Kennedy, Shearn, Hobbs and Mayall be 

established and be self-sufficient with their meetings.  
 To consider the proposal as listed in the report and to report back to a future full 

council meeting.  
 
  
08.11 Public consultation: Strengthening Police Powers to Tackle Unauthorised 

Encampments (issued by Home Office) 
 Councillors received a report from the Town Clerk on Home Office Consultation on 

strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments and to consider if 
the town council responds. 

  
 Concern was expressed that the consultation impacted on some civic liberties and the 

council needed to be careful in its response and provided a balanced view.  
 
 Resolved that: 
 Councillors to either respond individually to the consultation, or to send comments to 

the town clerk, for a response on behalf of the town council. 
 
8.12 Town Council Future plan update 
 Councillors received a presentation and update from Councillor Harrison and the 

Town Clerk on the emerging priorities and the progression of the draft Town Council 
Plan.  It was noted that problems across town had been identified and the plan would 
help tackle these by addressing a wide range of concerns and make improvements.  

 
 The plan was to be seen as a positive step forward, following a year of laying down 

some strong foundations hat had been missing.  The draft plan would be presented at 
the meeting in March 2020.  

 
 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted.  
 
8.13 Climate Change Emergency Plan 
 Councillors received a motion and report from Councillor Faith to consider if the 

council wishes to set up a working party to consider how the council can act on 
climate change. It was agreed that a working party that focused on the issues affecting 
Shepton be established, and report back to a future meeting  

 
 Resolved that: 
 A working party consisting of Councillors Faith, Mayall, Harrison and Hobbs be 

established, and to seek volunteers from the councillors who were absent.  Councillor 
Faith to seek 3 community nominations. For the working party to be self-sufficient and 
to report back to a future meeting of the council.  

 
8.14 Confirm the tax base and impact on budget 
 Councillors received a report from the Responsible Financial Officer to confirm the tax 

base for 2020/21, which had increased from 3366 to 3394, and increase of 28 houses, 
with minimal impact on the proposed budget and precept which was agreed at the 
meeting in November 2019.  
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 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted. 
 
8.15 Review of Financial Regulations 
 Councillors received a report from the Town Clerk and the Responsible Financial 

Officer to consider a recommendation from the Policy and Resources Committee that 
a revised version of Financial Regulations to be adopted. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 The revised version of Financial Regulations be adopted.  
 
8.16 Civic Award Scheme 
 Councillors received a report from the Town Clerk on the decision made at Policy and 

Resources Committee to adopt a Civic Award Scheme, and run it in tandem with the 
recently adopted Honorary Citizen scheme.  Councillors voted in favour of the 
scheme, with one abstention.  

 
 Resolved that: 
 Responsibility be delegated to the Town Clerk to adopt the Civic Award Scheme and 

to rollout with the Honorary Citizen Scheme in the spring of 2020.  
 
8.17 Date of next meeting 
 To note that the next meeting of the council will be held on Tuesday 17th March 2020. 
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Appendix A 
 
 Mr Hillman raised some concerns with the town council in relation to the planning 

application 2019/0233 on the land on Cannards Grave Road: 
  
 Planning permission had yet to be approved and it was possible that it might be 

approved under delegated authority, but his concern was over who would be 
reviewing, monitoring and enforcing matters in relation to the building works. It would 
be more appropriate for the application to be dealt with via the Planning Board. It 
would also be more appropriate for the development to be managed by the planning 
board, to ensure compliance with the planning application.  

 
 There was also concern over road names as Compton Lane, as listed in the plan, 

does not exist and has been amended to Compton Road.   
 
 There were also issues over the capacity of the sewerage and drainage system.   
 
 No impact assessment had been prepared and Mendip District Council has stated that 

there would be limited impact on traffic, but that a traffic management would be 
needed as there were parking and traffic issues already 

  
 Mendip District Council had also stated that it was not necessary to undertake an 

ecology assessment. 
 
 Furthermore, Mendip District Council was appointing a lawyer to negotiate the S106 

agreement with the developer, and the town council needed to be aware to ensure 
that the best agreement could be secured.  

 
 Concern was expressed about the recent roads works being undertaken on Cannards 

Grave Road to the water system, which was causing traffic to back up, due to parking 
of cars on the bend.  It was suggested that a parking ban should have been imposed 
simultaneously to the road works.   

 
 It was agreed that parking across town was an issue and that a parking assessment 

would be undertaken in due course by the district council. 
 
 Mrs Weston reported concerns regarding the water and sewerage system.  New 

charges were being introduced in June 2020 locally, which might lead to increases for 
residents.  The Town Clerk was requested to write to Wessex Water to convey 
concerns that despite an OFWAT statement to say that water costs would be reduced 
by 12%, they were likely to increase in Shepton Mallet.  The assets needed to be 
upgraded to cope with the additional load but the cost should be borne by Wessex 
Water and not the consumer.  Therefore, the statement made by OFWAT was 
misleading and a request was made for officers to seek clarification. 


