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MINUTES FROM THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 
2020 AT 7PM 
 
This was a virtual meeting On Zoom 
 
Attendance:   Councillors T Faith, W Frapple, S Hale, M Harrison, C Inchley, G Kennedy, M 
Lovell, B Manley, A McGuire, G Mayall, N Shearn and N Tolson (to item 14.18)  
 
Present:  C Starkie, Town Clerk, L Evans, Assistant Town Clerk, T Jessop, Project Officer  
 
Public:  13 members of the public attended, including 6 candidates for the casual vacancies 
and a representative from the Shepton Mallet Bowls and Tennis Club.  
 
There were no public questions. 
 

In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Frapple chaired the meeting.   
 
14.1 Apologies for Absence.  

Apologies were received from Councillor Height and Hobbs. Councillor McGuire who 
had had an extended period of absence was welcomed back.   
 
It was proposed and agreed that Declarations of Interest in matters on the agenda be 
moved in advance of Chairman’s Announcements 
 

14.2 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Inchley declared an interest in the item in relation to the receipt of the grant 
from the Shepton Mallet Community Recreational Trust, as a former trustee. He would 
not participate in the discussion. 
 
Councillor McGuire declared an interest in the item related to the Shepton Mallet 
Bowls and Tennis Club, as the person presenting the report this evening is a family 
member.  She would participate and vote, as has no pecuniary interest in the matter. 
 
Councillor Lovell declared an interest in the Shepton Mallet Bowls and Tennis Club, as 
his wife is a trustee. He would participate in the matter and vote, as has no pecuniary 
interest in the matter.  
 
Resolved that:  

The above Declarations be noted and agreed. 
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14.3 Chair’s Announcement 

The Chair informed the meeting that the Shepton Mallet Recreational Trust has gifted 
£32,000 to the Collett Park charity and that the town council gracefully accepts this on 
the charities’ behalf. 
 
Resolved that: 
The grant be accepted on the agreed terms and that a letter of thanks be sent.  
 
The Chairman informed the meeting of the overwhelming success of the Shepton 
Innovator Business Awards, that very positive feedback had been received and it was 
hoped that a similar awards process could be arranged for the future. All the councillors 
involved with the awards were thanked and special thanks were passed to the judges 
and others involved. 
The award recipients were: 

  
New Business 

 The Somerset Bicycle Workshop 

Hospitality 

 The George Inn 

Food and Drink Producers 

 Denela’s Bakery 

Retail 

 My Coffee Stop 

Manufacture and Small Production 

 SRM Carver and Son 

Wellbeing and Leisure 

 The Movement Gym 

Arts, Culture and Heritage 

 The Art Bank 

Innovator of the Year 

 The Somerset Bicycle Workshop 

Councillors also thanked those involved, in particular Councillors Mayall, Harrison and 
Kennedy and the project officer.   
 

14.4 Update from the local Police Officer 
Councillors received a written report from the local police force and thanked them for the 
information. 
 
 

 
14.5 Update from the County Councillor 



 

SIGNED: …………………………….. (CHAIRMAN)  DATE:……………………….. 72 

Councillors received a written report from Councillor Parham.  Councillor Harrison 
thanked Councillor Parham for his involvement with the SM Coronavirus volunteer 
group, which has not stopped operations.   
Councillor Harrison suggested that the Coronavirus banners, adverting the free-phone 
number, now be removed from public places, and offered to remove them.  
 

14.6 Update from District Councillors 
Councillors received a written report from 2 district councillors. Discussions were 
ongoing about the Unitary Somerset proposals.  Rewilding of the grassed areas had 
proved to be problematic and resulted in complaints from the public, who had not been 
consulted of the change in grassed area management.  The weeds in the town centre 
were also having a detrimental impact on the paths, kerbs and general appearance, 
but there were few alternatives to dealing with managing the weeds, which were 
previously managed with the spraying of glyphosate. 
 
Councillor Faith stated that if the Pollinator Project, supported by the Somerset Wildlife 
Trust, gets the go ahead, then that might help towards resolving some of the issues, 
as a strategy will be created that will engage with businesses MDC, partners and the 
wider general public.  
 
Councillor Harrison asked if the district councillors could give any reassurance that the 
future of the Lido, under management by Fusion, was safe and secure.   

 
14.7 Minutes of the meetings held on 30th June 2020 

At the request of Councillor Inchley, and agreed by others, a statement to say that 
Councillor Lovell had declared an interest in an agenda item after the meeting, was 
removed from the minutes. 
 
The minutes from this meeting were accepted by the council as a true record and 
signed by the Chair.  
 
Resolved that: 
The minutes of the meeting on 30th June 2020 were agreed and signed (subject to the 
above amendment).  
 

14.8 Minutes and draft minutes from committees have been circulated 
Open Spaces Committee: 28th June 2020 
Town Development and Planning: 4th August and 25th August 2020 
 

Resolved that: 
Councillors noted that the above minutes had been circulated to councillors and 
placed in the public domain. 
 

14.9 Co-option to fill two casual vacancies in West Ward 
The Town Clerk explained to the meeting that each candidate would receive 2 minutes 
to talk about their application, then councillors would vote on each vacancy separately, 
with a show of hands and the decision would be made using the first past the post 
voting system. Is was agreed that the 2 vacancies would be filled before the 
individuals make their declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
The candidates were as follows: 
 

Candidate A; Anthony Butler 
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Candidate B:  Gemma Kayum 

Candidate C; James Morris 

Candidate D; Jon Hardy 

Candidate E; Paul Turner 

Candidate F; Tim O’Connor 

Each candidate spoke for a few minutes and then councillors voted. 

The outcome was as follows:  

Vacancy one was filled by Gemma Kayum and vacancy two was filled by Tim 

O’Connor. Each successful candidate read out their declaration of acceptance of 

office and were invited to join the meeting as a Councillor and were congratulated on 

their success.  

Resolved that: 

Gemma Kayum and Tim O’Connor be the new co-opted councillors for West Ward.  

14.10 Resurfacing of the market place 
The meeting received an update from the project officer on progress made with 
Somerset County Council on the resurfacing of the Market Place and Town Street.  A 
site visit had been made, plans and proposals were being drawn up for the council’s 
consideration and it was proposed that this be considered at an extraordinary meeting of 
the council in due course. 
 
Councillors commented that it was essential to support the town and local businesses by 
giving them a surface of high quality but acknowledged the disappointing delays that had 
occurred.  There was also frustration expressed that the council was having to make a 
financial contribution to a scheme that should be the responsibility of the county council.  
The scheme was required to improve on health and safety issues and to create an 
aesthetically pleasing town centre, and it was essential to complete the project, that had 
been discussed for many years.  
 

Resolved that: 
The reports be noted. 
 
An extraordinary meeting be held (likely to be 6th October) to consider proposals. 
 
A working party be created, consisting of Councillors Kennedy, Inchley, Harrison and 
Frapple to consider if the council wishes any additional infrastructure to be installed in 
parallel with the resurfacing works (at the town council’s expense) and to report back 
to full council with their recommendations.  
 

14.11 Refurbishment of the Library and Community Hub 
Councillors receive an update from the project officer on progress being made by 
Somerset County Council to refurbish the library.  It was proposed that regular 
meetings are held for the duration of the process, to receive updates.  It was 
requested that a councillor be nominated to attend those meetings, in order to 
represent the council in the discussions as well as to give feedback to council. 
 
Resolved that:  
Councillor Hale be the representative on the library project meetings.  
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14.12 Local Government Reorganisation  

Councillor Kennedy updated the meeting with the new proposals to the original One 
Somerset proposal, which is that the 4 district councils have now added a counter 
proposal to the discussion, entitled Stronger Somerset. 
 
Councillors were fully aware that the timing was poor with resources directed to 
resolving Brexit as well as dealing with social and economic matters related to a global 
pandemic.  It was highly unlikely that any funds would be transferred with any of the 
assets that are passed down to local councils, and it has to be recognised that it is a 
slow and complicated process.   
 
Councillor O’Connor requested to join the working party that had previously been set 
up.  
 
Resolved that: 
The update be noted.  
 

14.13 Proposal to create one new committee and to amend Terms of Reference for  
other committees 
The Town Clerk updated the meeting that the Town Plan had created new 
opportunities and the natural progression to create new committee that focuses on the 
people within the community and opportunities to promote the town. Therefore, 
councillors were asked to consider a proposal to create a new committee, to create a 
new set of Terms of Reference for this this committee. To then amend the title and 
terms of reference of the current Open Spaces Committee to align more with its 
function, that of asset management and to make some minor changes to the Town 
Development and Planning Committee, as per the written report.   
 
Resolved that: 
A new People and Promotion Committee be established 
Terms of Reference be produced for consideration at its first meeting 
Open Spaces Committee’s Terms of Reference to be amended  
Town Development and Planning Terms of Reference to be amended 
Standing Orders to be amended to reflect the above amendments 
 
 

14.14 To nominate members to committees and to fill vacancies on committees  
It was agreed that it would be beneficial to ask all councillors to consider which 
committee they wish to be on and where they can make the best contribution, and 
therefore for this matter to be placed on the agenda for the next council meeting.  
 
The Town Clerk advised that as this is normally an annual activity that takes place in 
May it would be necessary to review membership of committees as well as elect and 
chair and vice chair in May 2021.  
 
The Town Clerk requested that individual councillors contact her in advance of the 
next meeting with their personal preferences for committee, to assist with the process. 
 
Resolved that:  
An agenda item be added to the next council meeting to re-populate all committees of 
the council, including the new People and Promotion committee.  
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14.15 To establish a working party to contribute to the brand development process 

The Project Officer updated the meeting on the work that was being done to bring 
about improvement in the town centre through improved signage and a key element of 
this was to review the brand of the town council.  Therefore, there was a request to 
establish a Branding Working Party that will meet four times for the purpose of 
considering quotes that had been received from brand agencies to work with the town 
council and to consider the influences on brand development and to make 
recommendations to a future meeting of the preferred brand and associated material.  
 
Resolved that:  
The branding working party be made up of Councillors Kennedy, Mayall, Inchley, 
O’Connor and Faith.  

 
14.16 To receive an application from Shepton Mallet Bowls and Tennis Club to  

consider supporting their grant application for S106 funds to improve facilities 
Councillors received an update from the representative of the Bowls and Tennis Club 
in relation to their application for S106 funding to improve facilities at the club for the 
benefit of club members and in particular their allotment holders. The request from the 
Bowls and tennis Club is for £12,000.  
 
The S106 fund (ref 2012/0842) contains £30,916.  The town council has made an 
application for funds totalling £19,450.  After a discussion about the merits of investing 
in facilities that improve community access, and being aware of some of the limitations 
of S106 funding, affordability, the criteria of the S106 fund and the benefits that both 
the improvements at the town council’s allotment sites and the bowls and tennis club it 
was proposed that the council support the application.  It was also proposed that the 
sum of money applied for from the Bowls and Tennis club be amended to £11,466 in 
order to allow the town council to continue with its application in its entirety.   
 
Resolved that:   
Shepton Mallet Town Council supports the application from the Shepton Mallet Bowls 
and Tennis Club for £11,466 to the S106 officer at Mendip District Council and from 
the S106 fund 2012/0842, for the purpose of improving its allotment facilities at the 
club.  
 
It was resolved by all present to continue the meeting beyond 9pm but no later than 
9.15pm. 

 
14.17 Commercial Road Café Art Project 

The Project Officer updated the meeting of a number of potential projects that were 
being considered to improve the appearance of the town centre with the latest 
proposal, to create a public art display on the front of the building known as 
Commercial Road café.   
 
The proposal is to create a three-dimensional art installation celebrating the town and 
made from recycled materials, in partnerships with a young people’s art project (led by 
the Schools Engagement and Community Officer from Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary’s Violence Reduction Unit VRU)), the Rubbish Art Project, JK Haskins 
Group and Mendip District Council. The Rubbish Art Project will run workshops with 
the VRU and YMCA Youth Groups and Haskins have offered to fund the erection of 
the boarding on the building as well as offering a space for the workshops to be held.  
 



 

SIGNED: …………………………….. (CHAIRMAN)  DATE:……………………….. 76 

Councillors were requested to consider if they support the funding of £2,000 to the 
project (and from the Earmarked Fund Town Improvements).  It was proposed to 
support the fund with all councillors in agreement.  
 
Resolved that: 
£2,000 be released from the Town Improvements Earmarked fund as a contribution to 
the art installation project intended for the Commercial Art Project in conjunction with 
Haskins, VRU, Rubbish Art Project and Mendip District Council. 
 
Councillor Tolson left the meeting.  
 

14.18 Project Update 
The Project Officer updated the council on the projects, many of which are 
progressing well.  A full report will be published in due course on the council’s website.  

 
Resolved that: 
The update be noted.  Thanks were expressed to the Project Officer for her update.  
 

14.19 Budget Update 
Councillors received from the Responsible Financial Officer of council and committee 
expenditure at the end of month 5.  The also received a bank reconciliation and list of 
expenditure and income up to month 5.  

 
Resolved that: 
The financial position of the council, the bank reconciliation and the list of income and 
expenditure be noted. 

  
14.20 Date of the next meeting 

It was agreed that an extraordinary meeting would be held on Tuesday 6th October 
2020 for the purpose of receiving a presentation from the project officer at Somerset 
County Council to discuss the marketplace resurface project 2020. 
 
The next meeting of the Council on Tuesday 17th November 2020 at 7pm.   

 
The meeting closed at 21.15.  


