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Minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council 
that was hosted on Zoom on Tuesday 22nd September 2020 at 7pm.  
 
Present:  S Hale (Chair for the meeting) (except for item 5.7) , M Harrison, G Kennedy, 

B Manley and N Shearn.  
 
In Attendance:  C Starkie, Town Clerk  
 
Public and Press:  Five representatives from the organisations presenting their applications.  
 

Public Question Time 

There were no public questions. 

Due to the absence of Councillor Frapple, Councillor Hale chaired the meeting.   

 

P&R 5.1 Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received from Councillor McGuire, Tolson, Height, Frapple and Faith. 

 

P&R 5.2 Declaration of interest of matters related to this agenda  

  There were no declarations of interest.  

              

P&R 5.3 Chairman’s Announcements  

 There were no Chair’s announcements. 

  

P&R 5.4 To receive the minutes from the last meeting 23rd June 2020 

The minutes from 23rd June 2020 were received and accepted as a true record. 

 

 Resolved that: 

 The minutes of 23rd June 2020 be signed as a true record.  

 

P&R 5.5 To consider community donation applications 
Councillors received the report from the Responsible Financial Officer to consider 
the community donations applications as follows. 
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a.  Rusty Road to Recovery requesting up to £2,000.  
Councillors were informed of the activities of the organisation, that is centred around 
motor car repairs to aid mental health recovery. There was an ever increasing demand 
on the services and the group were wanting to expand in order to increase its 
capacity. The organisation had limited membership from Shepton Mallet but was 
hopeful to be able to attract more people in need. 

 
b.  Anglo Boxing Sports Community Centre requesting £2,000 
Councillors heard that the community boxing club was wanting to expand as well as 
continue to offer the service to its users during the pandemic.  It specifically needed 
funding toward a floor covering and boxing gloves.  
 
c. Shepton Mallet Lantern Festival requesting £250 
This year’s lantern parade would be replaced by a static window display, but was 
hoped that the workshops to make the lanterns would still be offered.   The donation 
would be to assist with the provision of materials.  
 
d. Shepton Mallet Ukulele Group requesting £983 
Their application was for the purchase of an improved sound system and a gazebo for 
when they do outdoor events.  There was a brief discussion about the gazebo and it 
was recommended that a more robust gazebo be sourced as it would last longer.   
 
e.  Community Council for Somerset requesting £1,776 
 Their application was for the provision of English lessons to the BAME community who 
need to acquire skills in order to move into the job market.  Teaching was currently on 
zoom which reduced some costs.   
 
f.  Shepton Mallet History Group requesting £400  
As no one from the group was present to answer any questions it was agreed to defer 
this item to a future meeting.   
 
Resolved that:  

a. Rusty Road to Recovery be awarded £250. 
b. Anglo Boxing Sports Community Centre be awarded £1,000. 
c. Shepton Mallet Lantern Festival be awarded £250. 
d. Shepton Mallet Ukulele Group be awarded £450. 
e. Community Council for Somerset be awarded £608. 
  

Councillor Hale left the meeting. Councillor Kennedy chaired the meeting until her return.  
 
P&R 5.6 Bank Reconciliation and financial position of the Council at Month 5. 

Councillors received the financial report from the Responsible Financial Officer 
(RFO) and noted the financial position of the council, and bank reconciliation  

 
Resolved that:  
The report be noted. 
 

P&R 5.7 Budget Setting Process 
Councillors received the report from the Town Clerk, explaining the budget setting 
process for the various committee meetings for 2021/22. It was noted that in order 
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to achieve the objectives of the Town Plan it would be necessary to continue to 
increase the staff and financial resources in order to manage the projects and to run 
new schemes. It would also be necessary to increase the number of staff employed.   
It was also necessary to think of the impact of Covid 19 on the council and the 
community and to plan ahead.  

 
Resolved that: 

              The report be noted. 
 

   Councillor Hale return to the meeting and resume the position of Chair.  
 

P&R 5.8 Insurance update 
Councillors received a written  update from the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 
on the status of the council’s insurance requirements and noted the cost of the 
premium for the insurance year (Oct to Oct).  

 
 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted. 
  
P&R 5.9 To agree the date of the next meeting 

The next committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th November 2020. 
     

P&R 5.10 To exclude the public and press in order to consider confidential matters in 
   relation to the following business 
  
  Resolved that: 

 The public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting to allow 
councillors to consider confidential matters.   

 
P&R 5.11 Commercial mater in Collett Park 

 The Town Clerk informed the meeting of a legal matter that was being pursued in 
relation to Collett Park.  The matter remained confidential and the Town Clerk was 
requested to conclude the matter in accordance with the wishes of the committee.  

 
  Resolved that: 

 The report be noted and authority delegated to the Town Clerk to conclude the 
matter.  

   
P&R 5.12 An Issue in relation to a grant 

 Members discussed a matter in relation to a grant that had recently been awarded to 
a community group, that had conditions attached to it. It was agreed that the Town 
Clerk contact the Chairman of the group to express the position of the committee 
and to request that the unspent funds be returned.   In the future, for other grants to 
be given in stages, if it is to a new group.  

 
  Resolved that: 
  The Town Clerk continue to communicate with the group.  
   
 

        The meeting closed at 2052hrs.  


