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SHEPTON MALLET TOWN COUNCIL 

Meeting Full council   Item 9.11 

Date 08 September 2020 

Author  Project officer 

Subject  Library hub and refurbishment 

 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

1.1 For councillors to note that the town council has been invited by Somerset 

County Council to confirm its request with regards to use of space in the new 

library configuration. SCC have committed to holding regular project meetings 

throughout autumn 2020 and the town council will be asked to provide any input 

into the new design at these meetings.  

1.2 For councillors to agree that a lead councillor be designated, to receive updates 

and provide feedback to the town clerk on the library refurbishment design and 

arrangements for use of the space.  

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1 The town clerk and project officer attended a meeting on 26 August with three 

representatives from Somerset County Council, including the Director for 

Economic & Community Infrastructure Operations and the Strategic Manager 

of Library & Registration Services. The meeting was requested by the town 

council officers to receive an update on the progress of the library project.  

2.2 After delays to the project due to the pandemic, the SCC are now committed to 

progressing the project. There are broadly two elements to the project, the one 

being the governance structure and legal agreements between SCC, the 

landlord, Shepton Mallet Town Council and the 7 Starlings CIC. The other being 

the refurbishment works to the library, the execution of which is dependent on 

the governance structure and legal agreements being finalised.  

2.3 It was agreed at the meeting that SCC would hold monthly project meetings 

with the main partners to agree the design of the library refurbishment. A 

tentative timeline of the end of the calendar year was proposed for a decision 

to have been made on this. Any delays to a decision on the design would of 

course cause a delay to the works being carried out.  

2.4 SCC later shared the set of plans currently being used as the basis for 

discussion. The town council has been asked to clarify what it requests in terms 

of use of space within the new layout. There is currently no provision of a 

permanent space within the proposed layout being discussed. Rather, the 

possibility of accommodating a temporary desk space for occasional use by 

moving some of the furniture. The SCC has asked that the town council come 

forward with ideas or an alternative proposal if desired. 

2.5 Given the need for a timely decision on the design for the refurbishment of the 

library and the use of space by the town council, council is being asked to 
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delegate authority to a lead councillor and the town clerk to work with SCC to 

finalise the designs. 

2.6 To note that the discussion around access to a work space within the library 

should be considered within the context of broader discussions around the 

provision of a tourism function, the prospect of the dissolution of Mendip District 

Council through the One Somerset initiative and the impact on the lease of the 

current offices, and any aspirations for the acquisition of property by the town 

council. 

3.0  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1  The town council has committed to spending £15K per annum over 5 years. 

4.0 TOWN PLAN REFERENCE 

Placemaking 

Ensure the town centre is 
attractive and welcoming 
 

Invest in improvements in the Market Place, in partnerships with others  
 
Support the retention of the Library in the centre of town and its 
development into a wider Community Hub 
 
Improve the signage, information boards and street furniture to make the 
town more welcoming 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 For councillors to agree that a lead councillor be designated to receive regular 

updates from and provide feedback to the town clerk with regards to the 

proposals for the refurbishment design and the town council’s use of the space 

as part of the new ‘hub’. The agreed timeframe for a decision to be made on 

the refurbishment design is the end of the calendar year.  

 


