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SHEPTON MALLET TOWN COUNCIL 

Meeting Full council, Item 9.17 

Date 08 September 2020 

Author  Project officer 

Subject  Commercial Road Café Art Project 

 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

1.1 For councillors to consider and agree to spend £2K from EMR 313 Town 

Improvements, towards a community arts project aimed at the creation of a 

public art work on the site of the Commercial Road café.  

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1 The property known as ‘Commercial Road café’ is a disused building owned by 

the JH Haskins Group. The group have expressed their support for a public art 

display to be erected on the front of the building to enhance its appearance.  

2.2 Prior to the 2020 covid-19 pandemic, the JH Haskins Group had been 

approached by Penny Hall, Schools Engagement & Community Officer with the 

Avon and Somerset Constabulary’s Violence Reduction Unit (VRU), to agree a 

proposal to run a community arts project with young people from Shepton 

Mallet, in partnership with the YMCA and Rubbish Art Project. The proposal 

was for the creation of a three-dimensional art installation celebrating the town 

and made from recycled materials. The proposal was supported by the JH 

Haskins Group in principle, dependant on the project receiving funding.  

2.3 Mendip District Council approached Shepton Mallet Town Council at the end of 

August, expressing an interest in co-funding an art project on the Commercial 

Road Café site. The JH Haskins group also stated that they would be willing to 

fund the erection of boarding to cover the building, the installation of the art 

work and to provide a work space for the workshops to be held. 

2.4 The Rubbish Art project team have confirmed that they are able to coordinate 

the project over the autumn/winter, in partnership with the YMCA and with the 

involvement of other local community groups where possible. The workshops 

will be run in compliance with public health guidance relating to covid-19. 

2.5 The appearance of the Commercial Road café is something which has regularly 

been cited as something local residents wish to see changed about their town 

centre. The proposal by the VRU, YMCA and Rubbish Art project has the added 

benefit of being a process of community involvement as much as a final product 

and as such, is in line with the town plan’s priorities.  

3.0  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The town council is being asked to agree to fund £2K towards this project from 

an existing ear-marked reserve for town improvements.  
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4.0  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 The Rubbish Art Project specialise in creating art from recycled materials and 

as such, the art installation would be made from primarily reused materials. 

These materials would be locally sourced in and around Shepton Mallet.  

5.0 TOWN PLAN REFERENCE 

People 

Support and promote 
clubs and societies, to 
encourage 
participation and 
growth   

Develop strategies to work with and support groups that are representative 
of the community, to encourage participation and to combat social 
deprivation and loneliness.  

 

Placemaking 

Ensure the town centre is 
attractive and welcoming 
 

Invest in improvements in the Market Place, in partnerships with others  
 
Support the retention of the Library in the centre of town and its 
development into a wider Community Hub 
 
Improve the signage, information boards and street furniture to make the 
town more welcoming 

 

Promotion 

Advance Culture, the Arts, 

and Education 

Capitalise on the rich culture and heritage that the town has to offer and 

advance it through self-promotion to locals and visitors alike  

Support the market  and 
events  

Promote the delivery of a wide range of annual, seasonal and regular 
activities that includes the markets, Carnival, Lantern Parade, Snow Drop 
Festival,  Festival of Dogs, Collett Festival and others, that encourages  local 
participation and attracts visitors  

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 For councillors to agree that a sum of £2K be released from EMR 313 Town 

Improvements for the project.  

 

 

 

 


