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SHEPTON MALLET TOWN COUNCIL 

Meeting Full Town Council, Item 9.9 

Date 8th September 2020 

Author  Charlotte Starkie, Town Clerk 

Subject  Two Casual Vacancies in West Ward  

 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

1.1 To consider the 6 applications that have been received for the 2 vacant 

positions on Shepton Mallet Town Council. 

1.2 To vote to fill the 2 vacancies. 

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1 Councillors will receive the confidential applications that have been submitted 

(not to be circulated to anyone else as they are covered by GDPR) for the 

following candidates.  For ease they are referred to as candidate A to F: 

Candidate A; Anthony Butler 

Candidate B:  Gemma Kayum 

Candidate C; James Morris 

Candidate D; Jon Hardy 

Candidate E; Paul Turner 

Candidate F; Tim O’Connor 

2.2 The candidates are invited to the meeting and have been asked to speak for a 

couple of minutes about their application.    If a candidate is unable to attend 

the meeting they will still be considered.  As there are more candidates that 

there are vacancies there needs to be a vote.  The vote must be done in 

public and be transparent, therefore it will be done by a show of hands (as per 

Standing Order 7.10).   If councillors wish to discuss the credentials of the 

candidates, they can resolve to exclude the public and press (and therefore 

the candidates) from this part of the meeting.  They must however open up 

the meeting for the vote.  

2.3 The 2 vacancies will be done individually. Councillors will be asked to have 

one vote, and chose their preferred candidate A to F. It is the first-past-the 

post- system (https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/types-

elections/local-councils)  and so the person with the most votes takes the 

vacancy.  If there is not an obvious “winner” then the candidate with the 

lowest number of votes will be dropped off and a second vote will be taken, 

until there is a “winner”. Parish Councils do not use majority vote system 

(where someone needs to secure at least half of the votes cast).  Where there 

continues to be a tie, a ballot will be made (the clerk will draw a name from a 

“hat”).  

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/types-elections/local-councils
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/types-elections/local-councils
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2.4 Once the first candidate has been successfully nominated they will be asked 

to sign (or verbally confirm) their declaration of acceptance of office.  They 

become a councillor at this point.  

2.5 There will then be a vote for the second vacancy and we repeat the above 

process. At the end they will confirm their declaration of acceptance of office 

and become a councillor.  

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 For councillors to consider the applications of the 6 candidates and to vote to 

fill the 2 vacancies.  

 

 

Attached in an email for councillors only are the applications for candidates A to F. 


