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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 

1.1 To update councillors on works carried out since the last meeting 
1.2 To consider if the council commissions some public art work for 

decoration on public buildings this summer and autumn 
1.3 To consider the arrangements for Remembrance Day 2020 
1.4 To consider the arrangements for Festive Lights 2020  
1.5 To consider sponsoring some seats at Shepton Mallet Football Club  
 

2.0 MARKET CROSS/VICTORIAN FOUNTAIN 
 
2.1 Lights had been reported out around the Market Cross and Victorian Fountain 

and an electrician has been contacted to look at these issues. Due to 
Coronavirus works had not been carried out to put the lights back on in the 
fountain.  The light at the Market Cross will be difficult to replace so it might be 
better to wait and look at it when the works to resurface the whole area is 
undertaken. 

 
2.2 The office has been notified of a broken hook on the Market Cross which will 

be repaired, and a request has been made to the stone mason to soften the 
edges of new stones that were recently laid.  

 
3.0 LITTER/GRIT/DOG BINS 
 
3.1 The dog bin installed at Kidd’s Lane had been vandalised and a new one has 

been purchased.  If further vandalism continues it may be necessary to review 
whether this is a suitable site. New requests have been received for dog bins 
and a litter bin which will be placed on file for review in October 2020. 

 
4.0 EYEBOLT REPLACEMENT FOR CHRISTMAS LIGHTS/TOWN CLOCK 
 
4.1 Whilst the electrical boxes were being tested in time for the festive display in 

2019 we were advised that a lot of the fixing eye bolts were open and not 
sealed.  It is now not considered best practice to have open eye bolts to 
support wires strung across a highway. 

 
A quote of £2433.30 has been received for the replacement of all open eye 

bolts and wires to be replaced with closed fixings. At the same time as these 

works are to be carried out, the town clock will be set to 12 o’clock and the 

electricity supply removed. 

 



5.0 TREES AT GARSTON STREET 
 
5.1 The office was notified that the branch from one of the trees at Garston Street 

was removed from the roof of the factory in Town Lane.  At the time, it was 
suggested that some of the trees were in generally poor condition and IDV were 
instructed to undertake a survey as a matter of urgency. A survey has identified 
issues and the timescales under which it was recommended work should be 
undertaken, together with costs. IDV were instructed to carry out all works to 
trees, with priority given to those identified requiring imminent attention.  All 
works have now been completed.  Costs for the works to all trees is £1380.88 

 
6.0 FLY TIPPING 
 
6.1 The office was contacted by the Duchy of Cornwall regarding a report of fly 

tipping at Gold Hill community woodland. MDC/IDV investigating to report back 
but will be dealt with the office, with no cost to the town council. 

 
7.0 BOOK ROOST 
 
7.1 The Seven Starlings, who are the community interest group managing the 

community hub at the library, made a formal request to the Town Clerk, in the 
form of a grant application, to seek funds to provide a book exchange in the 
town centre, to accommodate those who wish to access free books in a safe 
environment over the summer holidays.   As the application fell outside of the 
timetable for consideration by the Policy and Resources Committee, and using 
the delegated authority to the Town Clerk and RFO to award sums between 
meetings, a grant has been awarded of £500 for the groups to run a book stall 
for the exchange of children’s and young adults book over an 8 week period, 
twice a week.  Permission has been given for them to set up under the Market 
Cross. 

 
7.2 For Councillors to note this activity and that it meets the objectives of the town 

council.  
 

Encourage and 
facilitate family based 
activities 

Ensure that there are events for all ages and areas of the community and 
that they are supported and promoted to a wide audience 
  
Facilitate activities across town that encourage people to get involved 
 
Work with community interest groups that bring events and activities to the 
community, to encourage participation  

 
8.0 SUMMER PLANTING 

 
8.1 Owing to the Coronavirus outbreak, the nursery which IDV use to source the 

hanging baskets and planters/beds were unable to fulfil the usual order.  It 
was agreed that beds would be sown with wild flowers to provide some colour 
but this would obviously not be to the usual high standard. However, some 
effort will go into creating a late summer scheme.   

 



9.0 COMMUNITY ART PROJECT 
  
9.1 As there are few floral display in town this year, a suggestion had been made 

by the Town Clerk, to commission the Art Bank, with volunteers, to create some 
public art work to decorate both the high street and other areas in ownership of 
the town council, whereby the posts and brackets that would have held a floral 
display, now have some other decorations.  The suggestion is that these are 
made by an artist and a community based team, on a theme, maybe floral, 
using recycled materials, similar to the Rubbish Art Project.  A suggested sum 
to create this project might be in the region of £2,000, to include installation.  

 
9.2 This is in response to the recent lockdown, the desire to invigorate the High 

Street which has been hit hard with the requirement for locals and visitors to 
stay away, and to give a bit of joy to those who are supporting the local business 
and the market as they take their tentative steps to return to normal.  It is also 
offering support to a local art and volunteer community and would meet many 
of the objectives of the town plan: 

 
 To put the community at the heart of everything that the council does and ensure that 

Shepton is a healthy, thriving and attractive place to live and work, with a strong 

sense of community  

 Promote Shepton as a destination market town, based on a strong platform of 

culture, arts and heritage  

 
Facilitate activities across town that encourage people to get involved 
 

Work collaboratively to create or promote spaces, which includes schools, library, community 
halls and Collett Park, which can be used as hubs for a range of cultural, arts, education and 
volunteering opportunities 

 
Work with community interest groups that bring events and activities to the community, to 
encourage participation 
Reduce waste and increase recycling opportunities 
Work within the spirit of the Environmental Policy to bring about behaviour change and to 
encourage partners to adopt a similar policy with a focus on fighting climate change  

 
Capitalise on the rich culture and heritage that the town has to offer and advance it through 
self-promotion to locals and visitors alike  

 
9.3 To consider if the council wishes to spend up to £2,000 on an art commission 

and to delegate authority to work with the Project Officer and Art Bank to 
generate ideas and implement. 

 
10.0 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
 
10.1 A report has been received from the police to identify Anti-Social Behaviour at 

West Shepton Playing Fields. One suggestion is to keep the gate to the area 
closed in the evenings.   

 
10.2 For Councillors to give this consideration.  



 
11.0 REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 
11.1 The local branch of the RBL have informed the council that they are no longer 

able to contribute to the organisation of Remembrance Day, and have asked 
the Town Council to take on this function. This is also happening nationwide.   
They have provided the office with their templates, and outline of what is 
required.  However, this is a new function for the Town Council and will require 
some funds and staff hours.  

 
11.2 Due to the pandemic the government guidelines do not currently support 

gathering of people and therefore there is some uncertainty over whether such 
an event will take place.  Therefore, the Town Clerk requests that a small 
working party of 3 councillors be established to assist with the arrangements 
and to consider alternative arrangements, should the traditional event not be 
able to be staged.  

 
11.3 To consider if the council establishes a working party to assist with the 

arrangement for Remembrance Day 2020.  
 
12.0 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2020 
 
12.1 The Christmas Light Working Party met and considered the current 

arrangements for 2020, which was to seek a new supplier for future years, 
having come to the end of a 3 year contract.  Due to the lock down it has been 
difficult to make an assessment of requirements in the high street.  There is an 
option to remain with the current supplier for a further year which would give 
the town council time in the new year to make an assessment of its 
requirements and re-approach the companies who had undertaken a desk-top 
assessment of our needs. 

 
12.2 To consider if the committee wishes to accept the recommendation of the 

Working Party and remain with the current supplier for a further year. 
 
13.0 SHEPTON MALLET FOOTBALL CLUB 
 
13.1 A verbal request has been forwarded to the town clerk to consider the 

sponsorship of some seats at the football club.  The seats are £100 and the 
funds raised will help with the running costs of the club. 

 
13.2 To consider if the town Council sponsors 5 seats at the football club at a cost 

of £100. 
 
13.3 This meets the town councils objectives: 
 
Encourage participation in recreational activities and provide the opportunity for safe and 

inclusive play  

 



Continue to improve the 

Parks and Play Areas and 

Open Spaces 

Ensure that all play areas and public open spaces are safe, accessible and 

to a high standard and develop opportunities for increasing the number 

of play grounds, sports ground and other areas to undertake leisure 

activities 

 
 
14.0 TOWN SIGNS 
 
14.1 A complaint about the state of the town signs, that include maps, in the car 

parks has been received.  The Project Officer is presenting a report in this 
meeting about the strategy to replace the signage across town.  

 
15.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
15.1 For Councillors to note the report and: 
 

a. To consider if the council wishes to spend up to £2,000 on an art 
commission and to delegate authority to work with the Project Officer and 
Art Bank to generate ideas and implement (item 9) 

 
b.  To consider if the town council establishes a working party to assist with 

the arrangement for Remembrance Day 2020 (item 11) 
 
c. To consider if the committee wishes to accept the recommendation of the 

Festive Lights Working Party and remain with the current supplier for a 
further year (item 12) 

 
d. To consider if the Town Council sponsors 5 seats at the football club at a 

cost of £100 (item 13) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


