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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

1.1 For councillors to receive a presentation on the Pollinator Project from 

Somerset Wildlife Trust. 

1.2 For councillors to consider and agree to partner with the Somerset Wildlife Trust 

for the 3 year duration of the Pollinator Project outlined in this report.  

1.3 For councillors to consider the budget implications, which is a £16K budget 

request, spread across the financial years 2021/2022, 2022/2023 and 

2023/2024, to cover the costs of our participation in the project. 

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1 A new report, Insect declines and why they matter, published by the South West 

Wildlife Trusts, confirms that insects are dying out up to eight times faster than 

larger animals and 41% of insect species face extinction. This is a cause for 

concern - it impacts humans as well as all wildlife. Insects pollinate three 

quarters of our food crops, as well as being the main food source for many 

birds, small mammals and fish. Many pollinators are insects, including 

butterflies, moths, bumblebees, honey bees and hoverflies. Pollinators are not 

only critically important in food production, with an estimated value of £691m 

annually, but also for biodiversity, pollinating wildflowers and trees that in turn 

support other species. Pollinators are also indicator species and declines in 

their numbers can highlight declines in habitat availability, connectivity and 

quality and pollution loads. The presence of pollinators is particularly critical in 

a county like Somerset, where agriculture is an important contributor to the 

economy. 

2.2 Somerset Wildlife Trust (SWT) is an independent charity working to protect and 

enhance the county’s wildlife and wild places. The SWT is currently seeking 

funding for a new project ‘the Pollinator Project’, focused on pollinators. 

Shepton Mallet Town Council is being invited to be a partner in the project, 

making Shepton Mallet one of three towns (alongside Frome and Taunton) to 

be involved. A member of the SWT has been invited to present the project to 

councillors at the Open Spaces committee today.  

2.3 Shepton Mallet Town Council has committed to making a ‘Protected 

Environment’ one of the key priorities of its town plan. This includes a 



commitment to protecting biodiversity, planting more trees and plants, and to 

providing information and activities for green spaces to users and residents. 

3.0  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The SWT ask for a commitment of £16K for a 3 year participation in the project. 

This funding would cover the costs of running educational activities for local 

residents, producing school packs, covering costs associated with local 

volunteers for the project and running events in Shepton Mallet. It would be 

necessary to put this budget proposal to the Policy and Resources Committee 

when it considers the overall council budget for next year.  

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Participation in this project would help improve biodiversity in our area, protect 

pollinator species and therefore also protect the plants and trees that they 

sustain.  

5.0 TOWN PLAN REFERENCE 

Protected Environment 

Protect and improve Trees, 
Woodland, Wild Flower Areas 
and Habitats 
 
 

Work with partners and landlords to consider opportunities for 
planting more trees, woodlands, wild flower meadows, hedgerows and 
to protect open spaces that might be neglected   
 

 

Protect and enhance 
Biodiversity and Ecology 
 

Identify the vast wealth of biodiversity in the area and work with others 
to ensure that it is protected  

 

Protect and improve Collett 
Park and its Green Flag Status 
 
 

Improve the facilities in Collett Park and other open spaces to offer a 
range of habitats that include new woodland, wild flower areas, edible 
beds, community gardens, at the same time as improving access, 
information and offering a wider range of activities  

 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 For councillors to agree that the town council gives its support in principle to the 

project and draft a non-binding letter of support to the SWT. This letter will 

support any ongoing or subsequent funding applications to third-party funding 

bodies.  

3.2 For councillors to agree that a proposal be submitted to the P&R committee 

and full council in November 2020, for a budget of £6K for the financial year 

2021/2022, and a budget of £5K for both the financial years 2022/2023 and 

2023/2024. 


