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Report to Collett Park Management Committee meeting 07/08/18 

Collated comments from Collett Park first stage consultation 

Background 

A staffed Town Council gazebo displaying the images of the concepts put forward from 

the initial feasibility study was sited at prominent positions at the Festival of Dogs (13th 

May 2018) and Collett Day (9th June 2018). 

The public attending the events were invited to make comments, and those comments 

have been reproduced in this report (subject to correction of spelling and clarification 

of the area being addressed). 

In the hope of making them easier to reference, comments have been listed in group 

subject matter. 

285 people in total actively visited the display over the two events, but not all chose to 

leave comments. 

153 comments were recorded: 

115 of those who left comments were positive about the potential for 

improvement/change 

8 of those who left comments were unhappy about the potential for change 

8 comments related to the specific use of the park by dog walkers  

7 comments remarked on good points about the existing park 

8 comments specifically remarked on bad points about the existing park 

6 comments criticised the toilet provision (no positive comments were received about 

the existing toilet provision) 

1 comment was not legible. 
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The concepts are also displayed on the homepage of the SMTC website, but have 

attracted no comments to this office. 

Comments 

Concept - Wild flower garden 

 I like the visual ideas, love wildflower garden idea. 

 Especially like this idea Good for wildlife, insect friendly, seating a good idea.  

 Local childminder- would highly welcome this idea and would use frequently.  

 love this; only put in what you can maintain, hard landscaping must be in keeping, 

love individual traditional seating. 

 By the shelter will attract vandalism, would be better by exit in top field (Collett 

Ave) 

 Don't like the short flowering time of wild flowers 

Concept - Willow tunnels 

 Aged 7 and mum really likes the idea of willow tunnels.  

 Love living willow structures.  

 Lovely idea but the upkeep required to keep in pristine condition —will it be cost 

effective? Park is beautiful please don't spoil with cheap alternatives 

 Willow & dry stock will enhance the natural look 

 No living sculptures as they deteriorate 

Pond 

 Provide a walkway over the lake 

 More planting needed in the space behind the pond 

 Pond could be improved, nursery area for ducklings to stop seagulls 

 Lake used for model boats, access to water's edge all around is useful for this. Reeds 

in places would make this difficult. Path over lake is strange, would need fence at edge 

for safety 

 Restore lake fountain 

 Naturalise and widen the stream 
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Café 

 I would really make use of a Café with indoor area for cooler weather. 

 I would like café with seating inside 

 Traditional style café/community area. 

 All-weather space for café, Snowdrop festival needs a winter space for 
Coffee 

 New building well needed and looks great 

 Café needs sheltered space outside 

 Covered area needed outdoors for the café 

New buildings to include pavilion with toilets 

 I like the idea of this (building) 

 wooden pavilion to be part of the environment 

 Top of the park needs more interest, needs this (building) 

 (new to Shepton) Would bring a book and read and would use indoor café area 

 Design of buildings is horrendous and would seriously change the look of our 

lovely park. 

 Good to see new buildings to replace the tired, ugly ones. 

 Proposals for new buildings are good 

 Ensure that all new buildings are stone and traditional looking, not render as this 

weathers badly 

 I like the concept of stone walls linking road to park. Cobbles = good. 

 I like the concept to keep the buildings separate, with access to the park and 

facilities directly from the pedestrian area 

 

 Recycling facilities needed within the park, especially for plastic 

 Recycling bins to be provided. The cans are left in the park with no separate bin 

available 

Play areas 

(Please note that the Park Mgt Committee has resolved to work with the local charity, 

FReSH, to select and renew the play equipment) 

 New play areas are good idea 

 I would like to see improved play areas 

 Local childminder- would highly welcome this idea and would use frequently 
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 I love the ideas for improvement 

 Great ideas for all 

 I believe we should spend some money on the play areas 

 

 Important that there is direct view of play area from café, this is not shown on 

the plans. 

 Currently have a clear view of children in current layout so safe to sit at café and 

see children in both play areas, this is important 

 Don't make it too centralised 

 

 Stick with classic equipment, swings and slides, like Wells new park and the one 

in Bishops Palace 

 Play areas need lots of swings, new park ideas seem to do away with these. Area 

needed for crawlers and early walkers 

 Change the play equipment for young children 

 More play equipment is needed for older children, proposals will cost a lot of 

money 

 Decent roundabout, climbing frame and parent and child swings needed. 

 Identify what kit is used now, some is hardly used 

 Climbing frame & parent and child swings to be included in new area 

 

 Boys age 7 and 11 like the natural play area, waterwheel and stream 

 I welcome a new natural play area and willow cathedral 

 Natural play area a good idea and sculptures are nice 

 

 Play equipment for adults to use for fun, not just fitness. Parks are not just for 

children 

 Swings for grown-ups please. 

 More opportunities for exercise en route via paths — metal bars, simple low cost 

opportunities 

 Obstacle course would be good in the park 

 Move exercise equipment 

Open spaces within park 

 Great to see that brilliant options are being explored, keep the football pitch. 

 Retain sufficient space for children to play ball games 

 Still need space to throw and ball and catch a Frisbee. 
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 All weather sports in park— basketball court, outdoor tennis table, scooter pit, 

look at Bishops Park, Fulham 

 Open spaces are good for events like today (Collett Festival) 

 More events to be held in the park 

 I don't like the loss of open green space in option 2 

Top area of park 

 Would love to see sport played on the top pitch, like cricket/football/rounders. 

 I think thought should be given to retaining part of the upper part of the park 

for the young footballers 

 Covered 5 a side area with seating— like MUGA 

 Grass is important, any MUGA can use the grass. 

 

 History good idea — art work by locals could be on display 

 Improve the football area with a Willow Cathedral 

 Please keep the poems around the park, my grandfather wrote one 

 Recycled Sculptures decorated so they are 'arty' 

 

 If the top field is improved, how will this affect the dog walkers and play area? 

 Extra seating needed at the top field 

 Keep the top area free for all to use 

 Level out the top field 

 Allow bicycles at the top end of park 

 Please add cycle path linking existing path to Whitstone School (Memory Lane) 

 Shepton Mallet needs a Land Train 

 New resident - would like to see anything to improve and make better use of 

space. 

Accessibility 

 Lovely ideas and good to see such imaginative designs. I particularly like the 

sensory gardens concept and it is good to see forward thinking vision for our 

community. 

 More facilities for people with special needs 

 Great for children and disabled (wheelchair users), more options with water 

features 

 More lighting is needed through the park. 
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 More car parking for disabled people and those that live more than a short 

walk away 

 Make the entrance on Park Road more inviting and open up the Council car 

park for visitor parking every weekend 

 Part of the park should be wild for children to engage in forest school activities 

 Should have more school involvement with the park 

 More stepped routes from Somerset Close 

 Paths need improving 

 ParkRun visitors want to protect their ability to use paths. 

Seating 

 Keep bandstand and put stone seating around 

 Better areas around the bandstand to sit and enjoy the music 

 Keep grass in front of bandstand 

 

 Armistice 100 bench — area around to be cleared and appropriate planting added 
around bench. 
 

 Needs a picnic area. 

 Picnic area near the Café would be good in the summer, as well as more family 
events in the park. 

 More picnic benches needed 

General comments in response to the concepts 

 Involve Collett Park Café in future plans, excellent and ambitious plans, no 

criticism 

 Keep people involved in the consultation process at all times 

 All these consultations are a waste of our money. 

 Great to see such brilliant options are being explored. Wonderful to see such 

investment in design services. 

 

 I love the plans. Very imaginative, beautiful, creative. Lovely for children to play 

and learn more about plants and nature. A peaceful environment for all ages — 

please fund this! 

 The Shepton Community needs bringing up-to-date with amenities and facilities 

for all ages to enjoy. The plans on display show imagination and planting 

suggestions are exciting. 
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 It is important to encourage more people to use the park, especially during the 

day. 

 Greater awareness of the park. Lots of people say they don't know it's there or 

they couldn't find it 

 

 Keep the park well maintained and only do scheme that can be maintained. 

 Plant for future generations, invest wisely in plants that will improve with age. 

Evergreen & native 

 Colour injection needed in borders 

 

Resistant to change 

 Leave the bloody park like it is. 

 I really do not see the need to change the park at all. It is beautiful as it is. 

 No change! It is fine as it is, lower the rates!! 

 Plans are interesting and would be lovely somewhere, but preferably not Collett 
Park. Would be costly and require people with the necessary skills for pruning 
and planting. The beauty of the park is the serenity of the natural beauty of the 
present environment. With this in mind I'd like it to stay as it is, also current 
space is great for events like Festival of Dogs. Try not to change the park too 
much as it is lovely how it is. 
 

Budget & maintenance issues 

 I think the park should be left as it is. If they are thinking of spending all the money 

they say, consult ratepayers first. The money could be better spent on getting the 

town up together. 

 Budget will be needed for maintenance of the rustic features so they do not 

become neglected and scruffy 

 Overall long term cost might be an issue 

 Update and modernise but don't overdo it, make sure that it can all be maintained 

easily in the future. 

 Agree play area needs equipment. I feel a lot of what is proposed is going to cost 

a lot of money and as a rate payer I feel Shepton needs money spent in other 

areas. 

 Don't want the park to change much —just the play areas. How much will this 

cost? We had a feasibility study before — what came of it then? 

 I think the cost of upkeep would be a lot more than it is now. 
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Use of the Park by dog walkers 

 Convention to keep dogs off lead at top, past lake 

 I feel parks are for everyone, no reason in general for dogs to be on leads, most 

owners are responsible enough. 

 Do not want a fenced area, why can't dogs use the whole park (certainly the top 

area) 

 I am happy with the existing field area where dogs run free (contrary to byelaws) 

 Lots of dog mess near Somerset Close. What can be done to stop this? People 

ignore the signs and we have even cleaned up ourselves. 

 A fenced dog exercise area is needed 

 If the top field is improved, how will this affect the dog walkers and play area? 

 Dogs should be able to be off the lead; they already use it so why make it 

unlawful? 

Good points about the existing Park 

 Aged 8: I like swings, flowers, pond, events in the park 

 Already happy with the park, lots for children to do 

 Wonderful place and kids not destroying it 

 The open space, having a café (but if indoor would be great all year round), all 

the wild flowers and trees, bandstand, all the events, likes the versatility of park 

with the events it can host 

 I like that the Café arranges music at the bandstand 

 Those who know the park come from afar for the play areas 

 Lovely café 

 We really like the park and think we are lucky to have such a great space in our 
locality 
 

Bad Points about the existing Park 

 Aged 8: All the mud, teenagers in the park (their attitude) 

 Noisy at night 

 Bikes not allowed, difficult to know if this applies to all, i.e. toddlers on trikes, 

small children on bikes 

 Play area needs updating as does the gym equipment 

 Not enough disabled car parking 
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 Cycle path seems to be forgotten, promised planting along the length of it, did 

not materialise 

 Zip wire is in wrong place, consider moving it (can't see from café or play areas) 

Toilets 

 Early toilet lock-up not acceptable for older people 

 Toilets are too dark and not open long enough 

 Toilets are dirty 

 Toilets need improvement 

 Toilets need improving and baby change 

 Toilets not open enough, need better facilities i.e. baby change 

 

Horticulturalist's considered feedback on the initial Collett Park plan — 

Angela Morley (resident) 

Seating 

I like the dry stone seating idea, especially if curved to fit the design and using local stone 

from the quarries. 

Winter garden 

 

Excellent and maybe it can be reproduced in other areas of the park too. 

Willow arbor 

I have worked with dry and living willow for the last 15 years; living willow structures 

look great for the first 6-8 months then they start to grow in every direction by 1-2 

metres, the maintenance is a nightmare. 

I suggest creating an arbour out of timber and growing a vigorous climber over it for 

example Kiwi fruit or passionflower which will create interest to many of the park 

users. Hedges or trained apple espaliers are another way of creating enclosures. 

Natural play area 

 

Great, I love this sort of thing, large tree trunks can be used also rocks in the ground as 

stepping stones. 
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Willow cathedral 

Following on from my comments above, the willow cathedral in the picture was built at 

Wisley gardens some years ago, I went to look for it a couple of years after it was built 

and it had been dug up. The maintenance is ridiculous and if people do persevere then 

the initial shape becomes completely masked within a couple of years. 

Dry willow sculptures 

Outdoors dry willow sculptures last about 2 years even if constructed over a metal 
frame they become very brittle and are likely to break up particularly in a public 
environment. I think that the number of sculptures needs to be contained. 

Labyrinth of ornamental grasses 

 

Yes this can work, the grasses only need to be cut down once a year in March. A 

cheaper alternative is to let the grass grow longer and always mow it higher than the 

existing sward so that the grass labyrinth is visible all year round. Alternatively, how 

about a stone circle using local large quarry stones? 

Wildflower meadows 

These are notoriously difficult to establish and need to be maintained by grazing ideally! 

I have compiled a pdf on 'making a meadow' should you need it. In fact, the picture shows 

an annual meadow flower mix which are popular these days, this will only last one or two 

year and come at a price. 

I think that the park (and town) needs a sustainable approach and therefore annuals do 

not fit the bill. An alternative is to let the grass grow long of its own accord, there will be 

some wildflowers in it albeit not very exciting ones to start with. Rock Flock roundabout 

is a good example until it was mown recently, it was full of clover, sorrel, ox eye daisy 

and knapweed (let along the snowdrops and cowslips). Then mow twice a year (end of 

June and end of September) this saves money, is better for the environment (less 

pollution, flowers for the insects). 

Living tree sculptures 

I like the idea but the ones in the picture are not going to be long lived in the park 

environment. I propose either a glade or double avenue of white stemmed silver birch or 

yew topiary (there is a maintenance implication) or carved wooden 'totem poles'. 
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Willow arch at point of arrival  

 

This is a fantastic structure created for Prince Charles a few years ago using masses of 

volunteer labour... it is a temporary structure (will not last beyond 2 years) and will be 

very specialist to install (i.e. costly). A similarly spectacular arch can be installed using 

steel with or without planting. 

 


