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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

1.1 Councillors to note the receipt of a public consultation on Right to Regenerate: 

reform of the Right to Contest. 

  

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

2.1 The government are seeking views on the usefulness of the Right to Contest, 

as well as proposing a number of potential reforms.  There are 11 questions in 

the consultation and this is the on-line link - 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-

the-right-to-contest/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest  

2.2 This consultation is to help to shape a reform of the Right to Contest, in order 

to encourage the right to be utilised more effectively and more widely to 

stimulate regeneration and the more productive use of land. 

Strand 2 of the Community Right to Contest allows members of the public to 

request that the government directs the disposal of unused or underused 

land, including vacant homes and garages, owned by public bodies. This right 

is little-known and little-used, with only one direction to dispose issued since 

2014. 

The aim of this consultation is to strengthen the right and make it simpler to 

use as the new ‘Right to Regenerate’. 

This will provide a quicker and easier route for individuals, businesses and 

organisations to identify, purchase and redevelop underused or empty land in 

their area. In turn, the strengthened right will support greater regeneration of 

brownfield land, boost housing supply and empower people to turn blights and 

empty spaces in their areas into more beautiful developments.  

Closing date for responses – 11.45pm 13/03/2021. 

3.0  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 There are no financial implications. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest


4.0 TOWN PLAN REFERENCE 

PLACE MAKING 

Improve the Built 
Environment by working 
with partners to protect it 
 

Integrate the emerging Neighbourhood Plan into local planning policy to 
ensure that developers are aware of local concerns, influences and 
desired outcomes when planning for growth  

 

PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT 

Protect and improve Green 
Corridors and rural beauty 
 
 

Work with partners to ensure that the beautiful and rural 
environment is protected against development and damage and that 
there are many opportunities to access the countryside 
 

 

PROMOTION 

Encourage future investment Work with partners, businesses and developers to ensure that Shepton is 

a place for business and inward investment 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 To consider if the committee wishes to respond to the consultation. 

5.2 If the committee wishes to respond, how do they wish to formulate a 

response, i.e. at a meeting of the TD&P committee, to form a working party or 

to refer to full council to seek full views. 

 


