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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Collett Park Charity, of which Shepton Mallet 
Town Council are trustees, that took place in the Asham Committee Room of Mendip 
District Council, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 3rd March 2020 at 
6.30pm.  
 
Present:  Cllrs Inchley (Chairman), Harrison, Mayall, Lovell and Hobbs  
 
In Attendance:  C Starkie, Town Clerk  
 
Public and Press:  One member of the public. 
 

Public Question Time 

No questions were asked. 

 

1.1  Apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received from Councillors Tolson, Garfield, Kennedy and McGuire  

              

1.2  Nomination for the position of Chairman  

 Councillor Inchley accepted the position of Chairman for the meeting.  

 

1.3  Declaration of interest of matters related to this agenda  

 There were no declarations of interest.  

  

1.4  To receive the minutes from the previous Annual General Meeting held on 12th 

June 2018 and a meeting on 3rd December 2018 

 The minutes of both meetings were received and accepted as a true record. 

 

 Resolved that: 

 The minutes of 12th June 2018 and 3rd December 2018 be signed as a true record.  
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1.5   To note year end accounts for 2018/2019 and to note that the Town Council 
continues to support the Collett Park Charity with £1,000 per annum 
 
 Councillors received the submitted year end accounts for 2018/19 to the Charity 
Commission, and were made aware that the financial affairs of the charity were in 
order.  At the end of March 2019 the closing balance of the account was £16,277. 
The Town council continues to support the charity with a grant of £1,000 per 
annum. 
 
Resolved that:  
The Yearend accounts are noted, agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
The Town Council continues to support the Collett Park Charity with an annual 
grant of £1,000. 

 
 
1.8 To receive an annual report from the Chairman on matters involving Collett 

Park  
 The Chairman gave the meeting a summary of matters related to the park in the last 

12 months.  This report is attached at Appendix A.  
  
 Resolved that: 

Councillors note the contents of the annual report. 
   

1.9 To Consider any matters deemed to be importance in respect to the Collett 
Park Charity 

 No matters were raised.  
    

    
1.10 Date of next council meeting  
 The meetings of the Collett Park Management Committee  

 7th April 2020 

 9th June 2020 

 7th July 2020 

 20th October 2020 

 2nd February 2021 
 
 The Annual General Meeting of the Collett Park Charity will be held on 7th July 2020. 
 
 The meeting closed at 6.40pm 
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Appendix A 

 

2019 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COLLETT PARK CHARITY, SHEPTON MALLET 

HISTORY AND AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CHARITY 

The beautiful park was gifted to the people of Shepton Mallet, by a local resident, John 

Kyte Collett in 1906.  It is believed that as a boy, playing locally, he was told off for 

playing in the fields that were in private ownership.  It is understood that he vowed to 

ensure that there would be public space in which people could play and enjoy.  Over time 

he purchased several lots of land, and gifted them to the town, and they became what is 

now known as Collett Park.  A charity was established to ensure that the park is protected 

and maintained for the future of the residents on the town.   

The charitable objective that binds Shepton Mallet Town Council, as the sole trustee of the 
charity, specifically requires that the Council provides and maintains a recreation ground 
for the benefit of the local inhabitants of Shepton Mallet without distinction of political, 
religious or other opinions, with the object of improving the condition of  life for the said 
inhabitants. The Trust relies heavily on Shepton Mallet Town Council for an annual grant to 
allow the park to undergo repair and maintenance. An income is now being received in 
rent from the lease to the Collett Park Café.   
 
In celebration of his life and his gift to the town, an annual Festival is held on the second 

weekend of June.  The Festival is an event managed and supported by the Town Council.   

Collett Park continues to be a great source of pride and enjoyment to the community.  
 

MAINTENANCE TO THE PARK INFRASTRUCTURE 

The day to day management of the park by the Town Council office is significant. 
Improvements to the park are hampered to some extent by low level anti-social behaviour 
and acts of vandalism, but this is not unique to Shepton Mallet and the long, medium and 
short term plans continue to progress.  This year saw several fires being lit, which are a 
public nuisance and require the call out of the fire and rescue service.  One dog bin was 
melted and a picnic bench was also damaged. 
  
The pond has undergone its annual clearance of the detritus that unavoidably collects and 
builds up in the water; the extracted material is left on site to maximise the opportunity 
of invertibrates to return.  
 
The park toilets continue to be a challenge in terms of their need for ongoing repairs. The 
faults tend to be due to the old age of the block, adverse weather or vandalism.  
A blockage occurred earlier in the year which resulted in extensive work being completed 
to the undergrown drainage system.  The problem was caused by both inappropriate items 
being put down the drain as well as tree roots causing some damage to the pipes.   
 
Tree surveys continue to be carried out annually and indicate which trees appear  healthy 
and which are in need of remedial works. There are a number of mature trees that will be 
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approaching the end of their lives. A tree strategy has been commissioned that will ensure 
the Trust has a suitable programme of felling and replanting. 
 
The park now hosts a defibrillator, sited at the end of the toilet block and the council 
arranging annual training for the community on how to use it.  
 
The office continues to liaise with Idverde on a dialy basis,  on the condition of the park 
and the play areas. These meetings form the basis for current and future maintenance 
needs. 
 
It has been acknowledged that the play areas have become tired and dated. FReSH has 
expressed its keeness to work with the Trust to replace the equipment and these plans are 
scheduled to be discussed between the charities.  
 

GREEN FLAG  

Those familiar with the park will know that in 2018 it successfully achieved Green Flag 

status, part of a worldwide initiative, supported in the UK by the Keep Britain Tidy 

scheme.  It is the only park in Mendip to hold this status.  In 2019 it successfully retained 

its status and in 2020 a further review and audit of the scheme will take place.  

In order to achieve the status, the park and its managing body must achieve a number of 

objectives that include: 

 Health and Safety 

 A welcoming place 

 Well maintained and clean 

 Environmental management 

 Biodiversity, landscape and heritage 

 Community involvement 

 Marketing and communication management 

The Town Clerk is working closely with the contractor to forward some initiatives in 

relation to the above criteria.  

COLLETT FESTIVAL 2019  

In 2019 the Festival took some breathing space and delivered a one day communtiy event, 
8th June,  without the evening entertainment. The day was a  huge success, despite the 
early morning drizzle and the crowds were entertained by a wide range of local children 
from community groups, as well as static displays.   
 
Thanks to Parkrun who arranged for people to participate in the Beep Test and to Chapel 
Dance Studio, Football skills, Majorettes, Air Cadets, Samba Drumming and a Ukelele band, 
to name a few. 
 
Static displays were provided from Shepton Mallet Prison, Fire and Rescue Service, 
Somerset Constablulary,  Local charities and community groups.   
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COMMUNITY USE 
 
The park continues to be regularly used by community groups, including the Shepton Mallet 
Lantern Parade, Parkrun, Drifters Model Boat Club and Somerset County Council’s walkers’ 
group, and Cross Country running clubs.  
 
The Lantern Parade, arranged for December, which had to be postponed due to bad 
weather, was held in February 2020. Again, a huge success. 
 
Parkrun continues to meet every week.  On 13th April 2019 the parkrun achieved its 100th 
run, with a celebration and was followed, the following day, by its first Junior Park run.  
The Town Council gifted some solid oak distance markers and a start and finishing marker 
to the park.  
 
Somerset Activity and Sports Partnership is a Somerset County Council led group that 
arranges a range of health walks in the area.  The Shepton Mallet group meets monthly to 
walk through the park. 
 
The Park continues to host the local 10k run, which took place on 27th October, and the 
Schools’  Cross Country event which was held in November and attended by approximately 
400 children.  
 
The Collett Park Cafe continues to be open at weekends and during the school holidays.  
The manager arranged a succesul “Spooktacular” event for Haloween, that included 
traditional activities, and was enjoyed by many families with children.   
 
EVENTS  
 
FESTIVAL OF DOGS:  The event was held on 12th May 2019, with a wide range of activites 
for dog lovers, animal themes stalls and a chance for human and canine companions to 
socialise in a dedicated doggy environment.   Sadly, the management of the Festival of 
Dogs will be having a much needed rest in 2020 but will return in 2021. 
 
PLAYS IN THE PARK:  A local organisation received a grant from the town council to bring 
some theatre performances to the community. These performances, aimed at young 
people aged 2-12, showcased the skills of the young with a number of events in the park 
and in school playgrounds, including “Stones and Bones” and “Margot and Mr Whatsit”. 
 

FUTURE ACTIVITY 

Friends of Collett Park Group  

Plans are afoot to establish a Friends of Collett Park Group.  The first meeting will be held 

on Wednesday 11th March 2020 at 6.30pm. This is partly in response from the Green Flag 

award scheme to encourage the community to be actively involved with the improvements 

that could be made to the park.  It is hoped that there will be several locals who would 

like to meet occasionally and consider initiatives and get involved with activities like “Love 

Your Park week”.  
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Environmental improvements  

A greater emphasis needs to be placed on protecting the environment and so the council is 

investing in further tree planning as well as undertaking some biodiversity studies to 

establish the base line of habitats and then looking to improve them.   

New infrastructure 

Cycle racks: these are being considered as an enhancement to the park to encourage 

people to cycle to the park, especially as the Millennium Way cycle path borders the park.  

A water fountain/bottle refill station is being considered to discourage the use of single 

use plastic, and also to encourage a healthy life style for those who participate in leisure 

activities in the park.  

Collett Festival 2020 

This will be a 2 day events over the weekend of 13th and 14th June.   

 


