
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
June 2020 

To all parish councils in Somerset 
 
Dear Parish Clerk, 

I attach a report commissioned by SALC and the Somerset Branch of SLCC as a contribution to 
the debate around local government reorganisation (LGR) in the county of Somerset. 

The author, Mel Usher, held detailed conversations with those involved in unitary debates around 
the south west and led a conference at Frome Town Hall to build a set of recommendations on 
LGR in Somerset from the parish perspective. The report is the product of these discussions.  

To be clear, the report does not favour any particular type of unitary arrangement. Instead, it 
proposes seven recommendations that any new arrangement in Somerset should adopt. These 
would apply to a unitary based on the current county boundary, a unitary based on one or more 
current district boundaries or a model with deeper collaboration at its heart. 

The underlying thesis of the report is that LGR provides a once in a generation opportunity to 
rethink local government service provision in Somerset. It says "any real gains from LGR will 
come from rethinking how multiple community issues are addressed in the future. If the same 
services and functions end up being managed in the same way with the same outcomes them a 
real opportunity will be missed. And that's where parishes can help (para 5.2)". 

The report shows how parish councils could contribute to the solution and proposes a structure 
to enable that to happen. But, and crucially, it recommends that parishes must enter into 
discussions about taking on more responsibilities "by request". Some of the problems in other 
parts of the south west stemmed from the new unitary "dumping" unwanted services and assets 
on the parishes. This must not happen in Somerset. 

The timescale for submitting to Government a business case or proposal to deliver LGR in 
Somerset is in the next two months. We know that many of the CEOs and Leaders of the districts 
and the county councils are supportive of the recommendations in this report and it would help 
enormously if you felt able to let them know whether your parish supports them too by 31 July. 
Following this letter is a short form that you could send to the county and your district Leader. 

If you could copy in SALC and SLCC Somerset Branch to your email that would be appreciated. 
We hope at the very least this report will generate discussion in your parish.  

Yours faithfully, 

Malcolm L Nicholson LL.B (Hons), DMS, PSLCC 
Chair of SLCC Somerset Branch 

  



Local Government Reorganisation in Somerset 

Name of Council 
 
 
 

If LGR is to proceed, we support the 
seven recommendations in the LGR 
report commissioned by SALC and SLCC 

yes / no  
 
(delete as applicable) 

For the following reasons: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 
 
 

 
1. Please forward this to the Leader of SCC Cllr Fothergill at DJAFothergill@somerset.gov.uk  

 
2. And to the Leader of your district council: 

Cllr Ros Wyke Cllr.Wyke@Mendip.gov.uk  
Cllr Val Keith val.keitch@southsomerset.gov.uk  
Cllr Frederica Smith-Roberts cllr.f.smith-roberts@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk  
Cllr Duncan McGinty Duncan.McGinty@Sedgemoor.gov.uk  
 

3. Please also copy in Justin Robinson at SALC justin@somerset-alc.org.uk and David Mears at 

Somerset SLCC townclerk@bridgwater-tc.gov.uk  
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