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1. introduction 

Collett Park is a public recreation ground situated at the 
Eastern end of Park Road, Shepton Mallet with the old Great 
Western Railway to the South, east to Collett Avenue and 
north towards Charlton Road (grid reference: ST621432). The 
park has shallow soil on top of limestone shelf rock, as is 
typical of Shepton. The site is approximately 5 hectares in 
extent and is owned and managed by Shepton Mallet Town 
Council and was awarded a Green Flag in 2020.
The park was gifted to the town of Shepton Mallet, by John 
Kyte Collett in 1906. It is believed that as a boy, John Collett, 
was told off  for playing in the fi elds that were privately owned 
at the time. After many years the land started to be auctioned 
off  and John Collett accumulated several lots of land and 
presented them as a gift to the town. Every year a Collett Park 
Festival celebrates this gift. 
Extending to around 14 acres, the undulating grassland is 
surrounded by natural stone walls, fl ower beds, shrubs and 
numerous mature trees, with the centrepieces being an 
attractive Edwardian bandstand and a large lake. The park also 
includes the disused railway line that provides an elevated 
footpath along its southern edge.
Collett Park provides a range of amenity facilities for the local 

Learning through play in the 
rural countryside near High Elms

Ophrys apifera - A rare Bee Orchid in the Orpington area
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community, two areas have been fenced off as playgrounds, each kitted out for different age groups, 
and an additional four acres at the eastern end of the park have previously been laid out as playing 
fields for team sports. Other amenities in the include a cafe, and an actively used model boating lake. 
Collett Park is a key local event site for the Town, in addition to the annual Collett Park festival, at 
which almost every local organisation and charity sets out its stall to interest and entertain the 
townsfolk, other events include the Snowdrop Festival, a Festival of Dogs, Lantern Parade as well as 
weekly events like the Park Run and Boot Camps.
Much of the site is amenity grassland at present, owing to the park’s high recreational use. There 
are a number of mature trees within the park including beech (Fagus sylvatica), oak (Quercus robur) 
and lime (Tilia sp.), along with various non native parkland trees such as Tulip Tree (Liriodendron 
tulipifera) and Gingko (Gingko biloba).
A narrow belt of woodland grows along the old railway line. The majority of the boundaries are stone 
walls or hedgerows backing onto private gardens. Ornamental beds and formal borders are scattered 
through the park however there was no appreciable visual displays of flowers for visitors during the 
time of survey. 
Although Collett Park is in an urban setting and has a high recreational use, there is great potential 
to enhance the site for biodiversity. Many of these enhancements could be small community or 
educational projects involving local volunteers such as the Shepton Mallet Horticulture Society. Such 
projects could contribute towards objectives in the Park Management Plan to help foster closer 
relationships with local schools and institutions.
Shepton Mallet Town Council would like to encourage and enhance biodiversity within Collett 
Park. idverde were commissioned to survey the park and provide recommendations to improve the 
ecological value of the site. Due to staff absence because of covid furloughing, RSPB were contracted 
to undertake this work.
The park was surveyed on 29th July 2020 during a spell of warm, overcast weather with occasionally 
sunny spells. This did not limit the survey or its recommendations in any way, although there may 
have been greater insect activity if conditions had been sunnier throughout.
There are no formal wildlife surveys in the park at the present time, but some ad hoc reports are 
included in the results. Notes of flora and fauna seen within the park were recorded as part of the 
survey work. Notes of cultivated and ornamental plants were taken where relevant, but this list is not 
extensive. See Appendix 5.
A number of recommendations on how to encourage and support biodiversity in Collett Park are 
provided in this report and include: 

• Enhancing and developing existing planting across the site, using plants known to attract and 
support pollinating insects such as bees and butterflies

• Enhancing the wildlife value of the boating lake
• Creating wildflower-rich areas for wildlife and park users by diversifying the management of 

amenity grassland wherever possible 
• Enhancing the narrow strip of woodland along the old railway line through clearance, planting and 

the creation of dead wood habitat
• Identifying educational opportunities that are tied to wildlife in the park
• “Softening the edges” – e.g. the boundaries between walls, woodland and grassland to create 

buffer strips for wildlife 
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2. Description of habitats 

2.1  Amenity grassland

Amenity grassland is the dominant land use across the park and the sward is kept short with 
frequent, at least weekly, mowing and the high recreational use of the site. Smaller parcels of 
amenity grassland can be found throughout the park and are well used by visitors for play and 
recreation.
Although the larger areas were cut for hay in the first half of the 20th Century, the current species 
mix is largely typical of other amenity areas including perennial rye grass, ribwort and great plantain, 
dandelion, daisy and white clover. The apparent absence of yarrow was a surprise, but large areas of 
self-heal show some species have persisted. Due to the regular mowing very few of these were in 
flower. 
Wildflowers in lawns can be an important resource for bees, particularly during hot weather 
conditions when nectar may be scarce. If the mowing in these areas could be reduced to every four 
weeks this would maintain amenity grassland but significantly increase the amount of flowering 
plants available for pollinators, even if kept at only 1-2 inches high. It may be possible to add species, 
such as bird’s foot trefoil and thyme, into areas that need to remain as shorter turf. 
Short grass that is species-poor does still have a use for wildlife; hedgehogs, thrushes and pied 
wagtails will often use amenity grassland in parks to forage for worms and other insects. Areas of 
longer unmown grass though have many more benefits for biodiversity, especially if they are mown 
later in the year, or are left uncut over the winter months. These areas are also often more drought 
tolerant and help absorb additional carbon and rainwater.
There are opportunities to diversify the amenity grassland within the park, even taking into account 
its high recreational use. One option would be to review the mowing regime and identify areas of 
grass that could be left to grow a little longer – for example, by creating a ‘buffer zone’ alongside the 
hedges or creating ‘wilder’ patches that are clearly defined. Some areas have already been planted 
out with snowdrops and other areas could be planted with a variety of bulb species. Wildflower 
strips could also be created in appropriate locations by removing the top layer of turf and topsoil and 
sowing with an appropriate seed mix. 
Longer grass will provide cover and feeding opportunities for wildlife; bumblebees and insect larvae 
will also use long grass areas to over-winter. Insects attracted to long grass are a source of food 
for birds and small mammals. During the colder months of the year, the dead heads of flowers 
and grasses will be used by seed feeding birds such as finches and sparrows. They can also create 
‘structure’ within the park during the winter months. 
A variety of grasses are important for wildlife too, despite grass covering over 10 acres not a single 
grasshopper was recorded. When planning a species mix, it is worth including a range of different 
grasses, such as cock’s-foot or Yorkshire fog, sweet vernal grass and crested dog’s-tail. 
Detailed planting suggestions for Collett Park are provided in Section 3, and in Appendix 1. 

2.2  Trees and hedgerows 

Collett Park contains a number of mature trees, both broadleaved and coniferous species. A full tree 
survey has been carried out previously so was not undertaken as part of this assessment, but species 
found on site include oak, lime, beech, cherry and horse chestnut. Exotic varieties are also present, 
including Tulip Tree. 
Mature trees have many features which help wildlife, for example cracks and rot holes can be used 
by roosting bats. Tree lines are used by bats to navigate through the landscape when hunting. 
Several of the trees have had the ivy growing on them cut at the base. Unless the tree is identified as 
a risk there is no requirement to cut ivy, it is a fantastic wildlife resource, providing food and cover for 
many species as well as being a vital late nectar source. The dead ivy also looks visually unappealing.
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The park boundaries are largely defined by stone walls and garden hedges. Some of these hedges 
provide good cover for birds and, where they include berry-producing species such as hawthorn, will 
provide food through the autumn and winter. Blossom in the spring gives insects an early source of 
pollen and nectar. However most are cut too frequently to deliver these benefits. 
The old railway line/cycle path is bordered by a narrow line of trees and shrubs including sycamore, 
ash, dogwood and brambles. This area should be maintained as a combination of woodland and 
glades with a combination of coppicing and thinning to allow in light and let the understory develop 
naturally. 
The presence of several large beech and lime trees around the park has created some heavily shaded 
areas, there is the potential to carry out some enhancement works within these patches too, as the 
ground flora is poor or even absent at present.  

2.3  Borders and beds

The edges of the western end of Collett Park are planted with a variety of shrubs but few flowering 
plants. The shrubs largely consist of rectangular trimmed laurels, cypress, Hypericum and box with 
plants including bellflowers, Mahonia and Aquilegia. Many of these beds have laurel against the path 
edge with bare ground behind. 
Planting in the park should maximise this unused space and include additional species that flower 
and/or provide colour through the autumn and winter. Proposals to included raised beds would also 
increase the diversity of species and structure. 
Other beds nearer the pond and along the stream have more diversity but would still benefit from 
some replanting. Further recommendations are provided in Section 3.3. 

2.4  Boating Pond and outlet stream

A large concrete bottomed pond is still used by a model boat group and, away from the islands, 
has little emergent vegetation. The pond is cleared out on annually. A change in management 
could benefit biodiversity whilst still allowing it to be used by the local community. Further 
recommendations in Section 3.4.

2.5  Buildings and infrastructure

Within the park, buildings are limited to the Bandstand, shelter, café, toilet block and workbase. All 
bar the bandstand can be considered as somewhere to place wildlife boxes (e.g. nest boxes, bee 
hotels). If these areas are to be redeveloped, then such wildlife improvements can be built into the 
designs.
The play areas are currently fenced and a largely sterile environment for wildlife, the proposals for 
natural play areas will improve the visual and biodiversity elements of these areas.
A number of the walls, especially around the stream have ferns and other plants growing on them, 
where these do not affect the structural integrity of the wall these should be left. 
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One of several trees with ivy growth 
needlessly controlled.

The laurel in the foreground is adjacent to the 
path, if removed or moved back, a large area 
of park beds suddenly become available for 
wildlife and other more interesting plantings
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3. Management and enhancement suggestions 
3.1  Enhancements for amenity grassland

a)  Planting around the shaded areas: 
Planting bulbs around tree bases is one way to increase species diversity within the park. Many of the 
heavily shaded areas have little to no vegetation - for example around the trees on the north facing 
slope of the railway embankment and the Charlton Road entrance. 
Bulbs provide an additional source of pollen and nectar for insects and can be very valuable for any 
bumblebees that emerge early from hibernation. They are also one of first signs of spring in a park.
Suitable species would include: 
• Snowdrop – Galanthus sp (appropriate to the annual festival)
• Bluebell – Hyacinthoides non-scripta (use native species only)
• Crocus – particularly early Spring flowering varieties (ie post snowdrop flowering)
• Daffodil sp – single flowered varieties
• Ramsons – Allium ursinum 
• Winter aconite – Eranthis hyemalis 
Non bulb species that would thrive in these areas include lesser celandine whilst the addition of 
various ferns eg soft shield fern (Polystichum sp.) would add structure and variety. 
At present tracks indicate these areas continue to be mown, unless problems with invasive weeds 
occur this should not be necessary.

b)  Increase species diversity and pollinator habitat in existing grassland: 
Enhancing species diversity in the recreational areas may difficult due to high footfall, but there are 
several areas where this is possible and desirable. As well as increasing the range of species this will 
provide wildlife corridors, improved structure and increased soil and water benefits.
By reducing mowing to once a month in the peak growing season, species such as self-heal, clover 
and daisy will be able to flower whilst maintaining a short sward. This may not be appropriate 
everywhere but can be assessed by the park team. If this approach is taken do not be afraid to 
encourage activities such as making daisy chains with any children’s groups. Similarly, events can be 
held without mowing as the flowers will quickly recover. 
Away from areas of open grassland the easiest approach would be to increase the diversity of 
flowering species along the bases of the existing hedgerows, walls and scrub. In these areas the grass 
could be allowed to grow longer to create a graded zone between the boundary and amenity grass. It 
should not be necessary to plant up these areas if the use of weed killers and herbicides is avoided. 
At present many of the trees have their branches cut to enable mowers to cut underneath, this 
should be reviewed in some areas to increase the number of lower branches, sward length and 
structural diversity.
The SE corner of the park near the small allotment (identified as a possible orchard in landscape 
plans) has the potential to be left uncut to see what naturally develops, from both the grassland 
and the adjacent railway line scrub, including bramble. The existing trees provide a natural edge to 
this area and the planting of an orchard would not require this proposed grassland management to 
change. 

c)  Identify areas to create wildflower mixes or meadows: 
Wildflower strips are an effective way of incorporating meadow habitat into amenity grassland. They 
could be situated in areas where the risk of damage or trampling is reduced, this will both benefit 
establishment and mean they are less likely to inconvenience park users.
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The design of strips could be varied around the park. One design that has been used to good effect 
elsewhere is to sow an annual mix of different cornfield species which provide a vibrant and 
colourful display. These annual seed mixes can have a quicker impact but, as they are not wildflower 
meadows, they will need re-seeding to recreate the display in subsequent years.
Annual seed mixes often include: 
• Common poppy – Papaver rhoeas
• Corn marigold – Glebonis segetum
• Cornflower – Centaurea cyanus
• Flax/Linseed - Linum usitatissimum
• Phacelia – P. tanacetifoli
Smaller beds or areas could be used to trial some mixes before you decide on the types of wildflowers 
you would like to sow across the park.
Wildflower seed should be sown into poor soils, weeds and grasses will quickly take over if the soil is 
too rich in nutrients. Any perennial weeds and grass should be removed before sowing. Seed should 
be sown onto soil that has been raked to a fine tilth. 
Another option is to provide a perennial mix to reduce work and plant costs as well as delivering 
pollen, nectar, cover and seed to wildlife for as long as possible. It may take 2-3 years to see the full 
effects of a wildflower meadow, so patience and interpretation is required.
The following species provide colour, biodiversity interest, and are long lasting through the seasons. 
Aim for a seed mix that contains at least some of the following species (some of which could also be 
added as plugs at a later date):

• Betony – Stachys officinalis
• Bird’s-foot trefoil – Lotus corniculatus 
• Bulbous buttercup – Ranunculus bulbosus
• Common knapweed – Centaurea nigra
• Cowslip – Primula veris
• Field scabious – Knautia arvensis
• Greater knapweed – Centaurea scabiosa
• Hedge bedstraw – Galium mollugo
• Kidney vetch – Anthyllis vulneraria
• Lady’s bedstraw – Galium verum

One visible location for wildflowers would be the patch of land adjacent to path from Somerset 
Close, this would create an attractive meadow at one of the main entrances into the park. If space 
and access allow it would be great to have these larger areas across existing grassland as well. 

Maintaining sown wildflower areas 
Late autumn and early winter are the best time of year to sow seed. Open and sunny spots will give 
the seeds the best chance of establishment. 
Meadows can be cut any time from late June – August. Aim to cut a third once the first flowers have 
gone over as this often encourages a later flush of flowers. Leave any arisings in place for 1-3 days; 
this allows wildlife to escape, and any seed to drop. It is important to remove the arisings after this 
time as this will help to keep fertility low and soils poor. 
Once the meadows have stopped flowering (usually by mid to late summer) it can be worthwhile to 
mow along the edges. This can improve the appearance of the meadow areas. Signage can also be 
used to explain to visitors that the area is kept wild to help and encourage biodiversity. 

• Meadow buttercup – Ranunculus acris
• Meadow vetchling – Lathyrus pratensis
• Musk mallow – Malva moschata
• Ox-eye daisy – Leucanthemum vulgare
• Red campion – Silene dioica
• Viper’s bugloss – Echium vulgare
• Wild carrot – Daucus carota
• Wild marjoram – Origanum vulgare
• Yarrow – Achillea millefolium
• Yellow rattle – Rhinanthus minor
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Wildflower meadows can take time to establish but are much better for wildlife and soil than short 
turf. If using a seed mix, aim for one that includes different grass species, such as meadow foxtail, 
sweet vernal grass and crested dog’s-tail. 
Yellow rattle can help a meadow to establish by feeding on the roots of invasive grasses. This plant is 
often included in seed mixes but can be bought separately. 
These areas need not be in blocks, although that is easier to manage, a corridor of habitat, in the 
same way snowdrops have been planted at Collett Park, could be used to ‘break up’ larger areas of 
amenity grassland if desired.
Additional guidance on creating a meadow is provided in the Appendix 2. 
Wildflower trails 
Once established, wildflower areas would provide an opportunity to develop nature trails in Collett 
Park – for example spotter sheets for wildflowers, butterflies or bees. Nature trails would meet some 
of the educational aims of the management plan and could be used to collect data on wildlife in the 
park that could inform future planting designs.

The step in the hedge line here provides 
an ideal opportunity to extend an area 
of unmown margin in the foreground

This area of grass is along a south facing 
edge and would be a great location for either 
a strip of meadow or a series of new beds 
delivering habitat for pollinators

The trees on left provide a sight line to allow a natural border to
 re-establish from the woodland edge to the right

The shade cast by the dense 
foliage in summer prevents 
much growth, but this area can 
be enlivened by spring bulbs and 
other plantings
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3.2  Trees and Hedgerows

Hedgerows 
The majority of hedgerows around the park back onto private gardens so management options 
are presumably limited, however as noted above the bases of these hedges showed be allowed 
to develop naturally. Cutting the park side of these hedgerows on a two or three year rotation 
will enable these habitats to deliver a far greater pollen, nectar and fruit source than the current 
management.
The hedge that surrounds the grey building could be allowed to grow up and out, this will help hide 
the building as well as providing biodiversity gains.
If any new hedgerows are required, eg around new natural play areas suitable native species would 
include: blackthorn, hawthorn, hazel, wild cherry, elder, dog rose, field maple and wild privet. Thorny 
species like blackthorn will give additional cover and protection for nesting birds but may not be 
appropriate in all locations.  
Whips tend to establish well and are relatively inexpensive. Bare root stock should be planted in the 
winter months (November – March), but not in frozen or waterlogged soils. Hedgerow works could 
be carried out as a project with local volunteers/schools. 
Hedgerows should not be cut back during the nesting bird season. Officially this runs from March 
– July, but birds can breed earlier or later in the year if the weather is favourable. Avoid cutting 
the hedgerows back until berries have gone over to give birds a chance to feed. If possible, rotate 
hedgerow cutting so that some hedges are left uncut over the winter.
Trees
Collett Park already has a tree audit in place but there are straightforward steps that can be 
undertaken to improve their management for wildlife. The first has already been noted above, do not 
remove ivy from the trunks. This plant does not choke trees and provides cover and food for a host of 
invertebrates as well as roosting and nesting sites for bats and birds. 
The second is not to cut back the shoots at the base of trunks unless they are impeding access routes. 
These provide structure and also host numerous small invertebrates if left in situ.
Although not native there are a number of parkland trees that add value to the park, opportunities 
to grow on the next generation of these trees, and larger natives, should be identified before they are 
lost and replaced with saplings, as per a recent large copper beech. 
Where trees have been identified as unsafe and need removal ensure all wood remains within the 
park either as infrastructure, if suitable, or as habitat piles. A trunk may well stand longer if the 
offending crown is removed so could deliver a different habitat niche in the form of standing dead 
wood and/or a ‘living’ sculpture.
Currently the leaf fall in autumn is all raked and collected to a central point. Some areas especially 
under the larger beech trees could be left as there is currently little access or vegetation to these 
areas. Also smaller compost piles of leaves could be created around new habitat piles in these areas 
of the park.
The old railway line/cycle path
This area is the most natural in the park with the only stands of bramble and nettles, both extremely 
valuable native plants for wildlife. The path is bound on both sides with a varying density of trees. 
Areas should be selected, away from path lighting, to thin the tree line adjacent to the park to open 
up the ground for more bramble and wildflowers. These and existing bramble scrub areas should be 
cut and managed on rotation in late winter every 2-5 years, depending on the fertility, with the cut 
material removed.
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3.3  Borders and beds 

There are many opportunities to provide wildlife-friendly planting within the existing beds at Collett 
Park, but opportunities could be sought to increase the area provided eg on the north side of the 
entrance path at Somerset Close or near the Park Rd end as laid out in previous landscape proposals.
A number of plants are already present in the beds, but the majority of shrubs are laurel, these 
should be thinned out/removed in places to open up areas for more planting. If replacing with 
shrubs look to use native species and those that provide autumn and winter colour such as

• Guelder rose - Viburnum opulus
• Broom – Cytisus sp
• Spindle - Euonymus europaeus
• Elder – Sambuca nigra
• Hebe – Hebe sp
• Hypericum - ‘Hidcote’, or ‘Hypericum x moserianum’
• Maples – Acer sp
• Dogwood – Cornus alba ‘sibirica’ red-stemmed for winter colour
There were virtually no plants for pollinators flowering on the day of the visit. There is a great 
opportunity to diversity the planting and add to the existing mix using plants that attract and 
support pollinators. Try to avoid double-flowered varieties – it can be difficult for insects to reach the 
nectar.
A planting design based on herbs and aromatic species would attract insects and provide colour 
and structure in front of any shrub planting. Other beds could include moth and bat-friendly plants, 
bright annual flowers, or a bird friendly one with seed producing plants. Such plantings shouldn’t 
be restricted to interpretation friendly raised beds but should be planted throughout to provide 
increased biodiversity benefits. A list of suggested species is provided in appendix 4.1.3.

3.4  Boating Pond and outlet stream

Despite being concrete lined and still in active use as a boating lake there are a number of 
improvements that could be made for biodiversity. No dragonflies or damselflies were noted but the 
absence of sizeable fish in the pond means this could be suitable habitat. 
The current management includes an annual removal of all the pondweed, it is recommended that 
no more than 50% of the pond is cleared each year.
The steep edges of the pond mean that dragonfly larvae and species such as newts will struggle 
to emerge. To remedy this, structures such as eel ladders may help, but the preferred approach is 
to provide areas of emergent vegetation. Therefore, it would be beneficial if a couple of root caged 
plants of White Water-lily Nymphaea alba could be placed near the islands out of the route of boats. 
In addition, an area near the islands and a corner could be planted up with native plants such as 
bulrush Typha latifolia, bur-reed Sparganium sp, marsh marigold Caltha palustris and yellow flag Iris 
pseudocorus. 
On the islands the current vegetation structure is good, although more material could be reaching 
the water, however some elements require management. Any Sycamore should be removed and 
converted into habitat piles, the bramble requires controlling on rotation and an area of bamboo is 
fairly extensive but has not grown in recent years, if this changes control should also be undertaken. 
There is a suggestion to open up the stream to a more natural open aspect however the current 
section and open area are in good ecological condition with emergent vegetation and areas of bare 
sand and rock during the low summer flow. The bed on the eastern side of the stream held natural 
wetland species such as Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, if improvements are to be made 
this bed could be built into the walled stream to give a seasonally flooded flowerbed stocked with 
wetland plants. A list of suggested species is provided in appendix 4.1.4.
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Settling Ponds
These are outside of Collett Park but are managed by idverde on behalf of Mendip District Council. 
In recent years an increase in flooding within the park has been attributed to the silting up of these 
ponds.
The area was viewed from the footpath and bridge rather than fully surveyed it but is clearly a rich 
biodiverse habitat. The vegetation around the edge is dense bramble which had been cut back the 
previous year allowing other species to reappear. This includes extensive stands of Meadowsweet, 
along with Rosebay Willowherb, Yellow Flag and Bulrush; a few larger Goat Willow, Oak and Ash are 
also present. Although no survey was undertaken the area held far more invertebrate activity than 
Collett Park with Red Admiral and Gatekeeper butterflies, Common Darter dragonfly, the striking 
Figwort Sawfly and numerous hoverflies and bumblebees.
If proposed work on these ponds is shown to alleviate flooding, to sustain this habitat and associated 
species it is recommended any clearance and dredging is undertaken in autumn on individual ponds 
several years apart. Where possible areas of wetland vegetation should be retained. Some trees 
should also be retained although others should be removed and used as habitat piles. 
Annual management should focus on bramble control to create open areas of flowering vegetation, 
if access restrictions allow some areas should be kept clear of bramble with other areas cut back on 
rotation.

Looking south towards the pond, the overgrown bed could 
be enhanced by removing sycamore saplings and adding 
some natural planting

This hedge could be left to grow to better hide 
this wall. Alternatively, this is a good place 
for a trellis or even a pollinator mural if the 
owner is amenable

Some excellent standing dead wood in a safe location
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3.5  Buildings and infrastructure

The installation of some nest boxes, eg a sparrow terrace, and trellises with climbing plants such as 
Honeysuckle could be used to improve the current buildings. If new developments are undertaken 
these should be designed into the plans along with other options such a bat roosting spaces, bee 
bricks and potentially green roofs.  

3.6  Additional Wildlife Habitats

Wildlife nest boxes 
Although the park has a number of mature trees that provide nesting habitat, boxes could be 
installed to provide additional habitat within the park. The type of box varies depending on the 
species; blue & great tits will nest in a ‘standard’ bird box, whereas robins prefer a nest box that is 
open at the front. Another option for Collett Park would be the inclusion of one or two large owl 
boxes eg near the Charlton Rd entrance.
Bat boxes can be installed on the side of trees or buildings, but should be at least 4m off the ground, 
and should receive warmth for at least part of the day. Bat boxes should not be treated with paints of 
chemicals. 
Bee boxes could also be added near to areas of new plantings to encourage pollination and boost 
seed production.
By using a variety of boxes, you increase the likelihood of attracting different species and all could be 
made and installed as part of school/community initiatives. Further guidance is in Appendix 3.
It may even be possible to install a nest box camera, which would provide educational materials and 
could be used to promote wildlife on the park, e.g. through the website or social media. 
Habitat piles/insect hotels
The creation of areas of dead wood habitat will provide safe refuge for species such as newts, beetles 
and many other invertebrates. Where it is safe to do so, eg on the islands, it is best to leave standing 
dead wood as this provides a different niche to that at ground level. Otherwise a simple stack of logs 
in a quiet corner will slowly break down providing a secure home for nature.
More elaborate insect hotels can be built in prominent areas to showcase the positive work in the 
park and local community. Appendix 4 provides further advice on creating dead wood features. 
Introducing climbers 
Climbing plants have numerous benefits for wildlife from providing nesting and roosting cover for 
birds, to delivering food through nectar and fruit and providing a visual and aromatic experience for 
visitors.  
The current practice of cutting ivy from trees should be stopped but additional habitat could be 
created by planting up suitable climbing species around the park such as honeysuckle, dog rose or 
clematis. These need not be all on trees, the current buildings and structures could be used, and any 
future willow sculptures could include such plants as an added benefit. 

3.7  Developing wildlife interpretation

Wildlife interpretation boards can help to promote the green side of the park and engage visitors 
with nature. Suitable locations for specific interpretation boards would include the pond/stream, 
any new meadows or bulb plantings, new flower beds and the old railway. General wildlife and 
management information could be included at main entrances, in leaflets and online. 
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3.8  Wildlife monitoring

Breeding bird monitoring should look to map the number and distribution of territories for each 
species.
Ideally at least three surveys are carried out to ensure all species are recorded. Resident species 
establish territories as early as March, with others including migrant species do not start breeding 
until May.
Early morning surveys should be undertaken monthly from Mid Mar to Jun recommends with at 
least four weeks between survey dates.
The numbering of nest boxes allows their use to be more easily recorded.
There are a number of transect based citizen science surveys that could be undertaken by volunteers 
to monitor the larger invertebrate species. 
  Bumblebees https://www.beewalk.org.uk/
   
     Butterflies https://www.ukbms.org/    
  Dragonflies https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Survey 
              guidance.pdf
In addition, there are National nestbox, insect, bat etc weeks along with Big Garden Birdwatch & Big 
Butterfly Count that could be used to aid the promotion the park’s biodiversity through events and 
guided walks.

3.9  Control of invasive species

No significant invasive species were noted during the visit, although pendulous sedge was 
threatening to take over several beds with sycamore and bamboo also plants to keep an eye on.  
When choosing any new species for the park, especially in or adjacent to the pond, ensure that native 
species are used. In any planting aim to avoid non-natives that can spread quickly and take over, such 
as cotoneaster, crocosmia or rhododendron. 



16

1. Appendix 1: suggested plantings

There may well be native species waiting to establish in some areas once mowing is relaxed. There 
are many commercial seed mixes available and these can vary depending on habitat, site conditions 
(e.g. soil, shade) and the type of biodiversity you would like to attract (e.g. birds, bees). 

1.1  Shaded areas

Bulbs
• Snowdrop – Galanthus sp (appropriate to the annual festival)
• Bluebell – Hyacinthoides non-scripta (When planting bluebells, it is very important to confi rm 

with the supplier that they are the native species (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and not the Spanish 
species (Hyacinthoides hispanica) or hybrids) 

• Crocus – particularly early Spring fl owering varieties (ie post snowdrop fl owering)
• Daff odil sp – single fl owered varieties
• Ramsons – Allium ursinum 
• Winter aconite – Eranthis hyemalis
• Wood anemone – Anemone nemorosa
• Non bulb species that would thrive in these areas include lesser celandine Ranunculus fi caria 

whilst the addition of various ferns eg soft shield fern (Polystichum sp.) would add structure and 
variety. 

• Other woodland species can be introduced as seed or plugs. Suitable species would include 
agrimony, garlic mustard, hedge woundwort, herb robert, stinking iris, St John’s wort, violets, wild 
primrose, wood avens and wood sage. The species in italics already occur naturally and may 
spread with reduced mowing. There are various mixes and pre-selected plugs available for shaded 
conditions.

1.2  Wildfl ower meadow and annual mixes

For wildfl ower areas, aim for a mix that includes a variety of species and ideally fl owers for as long as 
possible (sometimes called a ‘long season mix’) for maximum benefi t.
• Betony Stachys offi  cinalis
• Bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus – favoured by many butterfl ies and moths
• Bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus

Appendices
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• Clovers Trifolium sp – very attractive to bees
• Common knapweed Centaurea nigra – attractive to a range of insects and provides a good seed 

source
• Common poppy Papaver rhoeas – annual mix only
• Cowslip Primula veris – can be added as plugs
• Corn marigold Glebionis segetum – annual mix only
• Cornflower Centaurea cyanus – annual mix only
• Field scabious Knautia arvensis 
• Flax/Linseed Linum usitatissimum – annual mix only, a good seed source
• Greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa - attractive to a range of insects and provides a good seed 

source
• Hedge bedstraw Galium mollugo
• Kidney vetch Anthyllis vulneraria – favoured by many butterflies and moths
• Lady’s bedstraw Galium verum – a honey-smelling wildflower
• Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris
• Meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis
• Mints Mentha sp favoured by many butterflies and moths
• Musk mallow Malva moschata
• Phacelia P. tanacetifoli – annual mix only
• Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare
• Red campion Silene dioica
• Self-heal Prunella vulgaris
• Viper’s bugloss – Echium vulgare
• Wild carrot Daucus carota – popular with insects, tolerates dry conditions well
• Wild marjoram Origanum vulgare
• Yarrow Achillea millefolium
• Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor – can help wildflowers to thrive by controlling the abundance of 

grass. Can be added as seed at later dates as well. 

1.3  Trees and hedge plants 

If any trees are to be replaced or added they should ideally be species already present within the park. 
Any new hedging plants should ideally deliver nectar, berries and seeds, such as species on this list.
• Blackthorn Prunus spinosa
• Crab apple Malus sylvestris
• Dog rose Rosa canina
• Elder Sambuca nigra
• Field maple Acer campestre
• Guelder rose Viburnum opulus
• Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 
• Hazel Corylus avellana
• Privet Ligustrum sp. 
• Raspberry Rubus idaeus
• Wild cherry Prunus avium
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1.4  Borders and Beds 

It is recommended to remove most of the laurel and replace some with other scrubs. The following 
provide wildlife habitat and colour.
• Broom sp Cytisus sp
• Dogwood Cornus alba ‘sibirica’ - red-stemmed
• Elder Sambuca nigra
• Guelder rose Viburnum opulus
• Hebe Hebe sp
• Hypericum  ‘Hidcote’, or ‘Hypericum x moserianum’
• Hyssops Hyssopus officinalis
• Maples Acer sp
• Raspberry Rubus idaeus
• Spindle Euonymus europaeus

Other plantings should focus on herbaceous plants providing pollen and nectar sources. It is more 
sustainable to use perennial plants rather than annually transplanted species. Aromatic herbs and 
flowers are particularly good at attracting pollinators and associated species. These could be used in 
formal beds or planters and provide a visual spectacle. 
• Bellflower sp Campanula sp
• Bergamot Monarda sp
• Borage Borago officinalis
• Chives Allium sp
• Comfrey sp Symphytum sp
• Coneflower sp Echinacea sp
• Culvers root Veronicastrum sp
• Evening primrose Oenothera sp
• Fennel Foeniculum vulgare
• Feverfew Tanacetum parthenium
• Foxglove Digitalis purpurea
• Globe thistle sp Echinops sp eg.‘Taplow blue’
• Goldenrod Solidago virgaurea
• Hellebore sp Helleborus sp
• Hollyhock Alcea rosea
• Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum
• Jasmine Jasminum sp
• Lamb’s-ear Stachys byzantina
• Lavender Lavandula angustifolia & L. stoechas
• Lemon balm Melissa officinalis
• Macedonian scabious Knautia acedonia 
• Mullein sp Verbascum sp
• Night-scented stock Matthiola longipetala
• Pinks Dianthus sp.
• Red valerian Centranthus ruber
• Russian sage Perovskia atriplicifolia
• Sage Salvia officinalis – autumn flowering varieties
• Sunflower Helianthus annuus
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• Teasel Dipsacus fullonum
• Turkish Sage Phlomis sp.
• Sneezeweed Helenium ‘Moerheim Beauty’ – late flowering
• Sweet cicely Myrrhis odorata
• Sweet rocket Hesperis
• Thimble flowers Gilia sp
• Vervain Verbena officinalis
• Wild marjoram Origanum vulgare
• Wild rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis

Sunflowers, globe thistles and wild teasels produce seeds that are sought after by small birds, 
especially during the winter. Globe thistles could be included in more formal beds and wild teasels 
would also suit a wildlife area, both are also great for pollinators. 
Sunflowers could also be grown in a suitable location, perhaps involving local schools.

1.5  Seasonally flooded bed  

If this bed is managed and occasionally flooded these native species will provide a wildlife rich area. 
The area is currently naturally wet, so these species are worth considering even if no changes are 
made to water levels.
• Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis 
• Hemp Agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum
• Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris
• Meadowsweet F ilipendula ulmaria
• Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria
• Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi
• Water Mint Mentha aquatica
• Yellow Flag Iris pseudacorus
• Yellow Loosestrife Lysimachia vulgaris
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2. Appendix 2. Guidance on preparing a wildflower meadow 

Appendix 2. Guidance on preparing a wildflower meadow 
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3. Appendix 3. Where to install a wildlife box

Bird Boxes 
• Boxes should be fixed securely out of the reach of people and predators, at least 2m off the ground
• Open-fronted boxes can be placed lower down and should be hidden within vegetation
• Owl nest boxes should ideally be between 5-8m off the ground
• Place the box so it is sheltered from direct sunlight and prevailing winds – face the box between 

north and east
• Ensure boxes are well spaced – sparrow boxes are the exception to this, as the birds like to live 

together in colonies
• Autumn is a good time to put up nest boxes for the following spring
• Put a number on the bottom of the box if you wish to monitor use
• Don’t paint or treat the wood and use stainless steel screws to attach the box
• It can be worthwhile attaching a metal plate to a front hole nest box – this prevents predators 

from gaining entry

Bat Boxes
As with bird boxes including:
• At least 3m (10 feet) from the ground
• Make sure there is a clear flight line in
• Sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the day
• Position so it faces between south-west and south-east
• Can place 2-3 per tree but facing in different directions eg N, SE & SW

Bee Boxes
• Fix it firmly at about waist or chest height on a flat surface
• Place it facing south in a sunny position
• Place near bee-friendly flowers and shrubs.
   

4. Appendix 4. Creating dead wood habitat

Insect hotels 
• Can be constructed using old pallets. Untreated wood is best. 
• Almost any materials can be used – aim for variety! 
• Bricks, stones, or old flowerpots on the lower levels keep conditions cool for any amphibians 
• Old hollow canes and stems provide nesting sites for solitary bees
• Hay and straw can provide shelter
• Plastic bottles are used by lacewings and ladybirds
• Once complete, you can cover the hotel in chicken wire to keep the materials secure.

Log piles
• Log piles provide habitat for fungi, invertebrates and hibernating animals
• Don’t place logs in full sunlight – they will dry out and need moisture to be beneficial for beetles, 

woodlice and centipedes
• Full shade is not good either – placing logs in dappled sunlight is best.
• You can lay logs on the surface, or partially bury them in an upright position to create a “loggery”
• Aim to use a mixture of native species e.g. birch, oak, or cherry
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• A log pile could be part of a wildlife area, if you decide to create this, or could be hidden from view
• Arisings from winter tree works can be added to the pile, to recycle materials from the park and 

meet Green Flag sustainability aims

Dead hedges
• Dead hedges can be created using stakes that are driven into the ground; the gaps are then filled 

in with brash or logs.
• Vegetation can be put along the base to further enhance the feature for wildlife.

5. Appendix 5. Collett Park: Species recorded on 29/7/20

Flora 
The park has an existing tree management plan therefore I only recorded trees assumed to be self-
sown. I have also not listed shrubs and flowers considered to be planted eg laurel, lemon balm, yellow 
flag etc although those that have self-sown around the park eg columbine are included.
• Angelica – Angelica sylvestris
• Beech – Fagus sylvatica
• Black Nightshade – Solanum nigrum
• Bluebell sp. – Hyacinthoides sp.
• Bramble – Rubus fruticosus agg.
• Broad Buckler-fern – Dryopteris dilatata
• Broad-leaved Dock – Rumex obtusifolius 
• Broad-leaved Willowherb – Epilobium 

montanum
• Cherry sp. – Prunus sp.
• Chickweed – Stellaria media
• Cleavers – Galium aparine
• Columbine sp – Aquilegia sp
• Common Field Speedwell – Veronica persica
• Common Mouse-ear – Cerastium fontanum
• Cotoneaster sp. – Cotoneaster sp.
• Creeping Buttercup – Ranunculus repens
• Creeping Cinquefoil – Potentialla reptans
• Creeping Thistle – Cirsium arvense 
• Daisy – Bellis perennis
• Dandelion – Taraxacum agg.
• Dogwood – Cornus sanguinea
• Elder – Sambucus nigra
• Enchanter’s Nightshade - Circaea lutetiana
• Fennel – Foeniculum vulgare
• Garden Privet – Ligustrum ovalifolium
• Garlic Mustard - Alliaria petiolata
• Germander Speedwell – Veronica chamaedrys
• Goat Willow – Salix caprea
• Great Plantain – Plantago major

• Great Willowherb - Epilobium hirsutum 
• Ground Elder - Aegopodium podagraria
• Ground-ivy – Glechoma hederacea
• Hart’s-tongue Fern – Asplenium scolopendrium
• Hawkweed sp. – Hieracium sp.
• Hawthorn – Crataegus monogyna
• Hazel – Coryllus avellana
• Hedge Bindweed – Calystegia sepium 
• Hedge Mustard - Sisymbrium officinale
• Hedge Woundwort – Stachys sylvatica
• Hemlock Water Dropwort - Oenanthe crocata
• Herb Robert – Geranium robertianum
• Hogweed - Heracleum sphondylium
• Holly – Ilex aquifolium
• Horse Chestnut – Aesculus hippocastanum
• Ivy – Hedera helix
• Ivy-leaved Speedwell – Veronica hederifolia
• Ivy-leaved Toadflax - Cymbalaria muralis
• Knotgrass – Polygonum aviculare
• Lesser Burdock – Arctium minus
• Lords and Ladies – Arum maculatum
• Maidenhair Spleenwort – Asplenium 

trichomanes
• Michaelmas Daisy agg – Aster sp.
• Nettle – Urtica dioica
• Nipplewort – Lapsana communis
• Norway Maple - Acer platanoides
• Oregon-grape – Mahonia sp.
• Pendulous Sedge – Carex pendula
• Perennial Ryegrass – Lolium perenne
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Fungi
• Enchanter’s Nightshade Mildew - Erysiphe 

circaeae
• Daisy Rust - Puccinia lagenophorae
• Mahonia Rust – Cumminsiella mirabilissima
• Sycamore Tar Spot - Rhytisma acerinum

Birds
• Blackbird
• Black-headed Gull
• Blue Tit
• Carrion Crow
• Chaffinch
• Coal Tit
• Dunnock
• Goldcrest
• Great-spotted Woodpecker
• Great Tit
• House Martin
• House Sparrow

• Petty Spurge - Euphorbia peplus
• Pineappleweed – Matricaria discoidea
• Procumbent Pearlwort – Sagina procumbens 
• Procumbent Yellow-sorrel - Oxalis corniculata
• Ragwort – Senecio jacobaea
• Red Bistort – Persicaria amplexicaulis
• Red Valerian - Centranthus ruber
• Ribwort Plantain – Plantago lanceolata
• Rose sp. – Rosa sp.
• Rosebay Willowherb – Chamaenerion 

angustifolium
• Rowan – Sorbus aucuparia
• Rough Meadow-grass – Poa trivialis
• Self-heal – Prunella vulgaris
• Smooth Sow-thistle – Sonchus oleraceus
• Snowberry – Symphoricarpos albus

• Stinking Iris – Iris foetedissima 
• Sycamore – Acer pseudoplatanus
• Teasel – Dipsacus fullonum
• Viburnum sp. – Viburnum sp.
• Wall Barley – Hordeum murinum
• Wall Lettuce – Mycelis muralis
• Wall-rue – Asplenium ruta-muria
• Wavy Bittercress – Cardamine flexuosa
• Welsh Poppy – Papaver cambricum
• White Clover – Trifolium repens
• White Dead-nettle - Lamium album
• Wood Avens – Geum urbanum
• Wood Dock – Rumex sanguineus
• Yew – Taxus baccata
• Yorkshire-fog – Holcus lanatus

• Jackdaw
• Jay
• Kingfisher (pers comm)
• Long-tailed Tit
• Mallard
• Magpie
• Moorhen
• Nuthatch
• Robin
• Sparrowhawk
• Wood Pigeon
• Wren

Mammals/Amphibians/Reptiles/Fish
• Grey Squirrel
• Hedgehog (pers comm)
• Common Frog
• Newt sp (pers comm)
• Slow-worm (pers comm)
• Stickleback (pers comm)
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Invertebrates: Bees/Wasps
• Buff-tailed Bumblebee – Bombus terrestris
• Common Carder Bee – Bombus pascorum
• Honey Bee – Apis mellifera
• German Wasp - Vespula germanica

Flies
• Batman Hoverfly – Myothropa florea
• Marmalade Hoverfly – Episyrphus balteatus
• Semaphore Fly - Poecilobothrus nobilitatus
• Stripe-faced Dronefly - Eristalis nemorum
• Yew Gall Midge - Taxomyia taxi
• A Burdock leaf miner - Phytomyza lappae
• A Columbine leaf-miner - Phytomyza aquilegiae
• A Columbine leaf-miner - Phytomyza minuscula
• A Columbine miner - Phytomyza krygeri
• A leaf miner (on Wood Avens) - Agromyza idaeiana
• A leaf miner (on Nettle) - Agromyza reptans

Bugs/Beetles
• Red-legged Shieldbug – Pentatoma rufipes
• A water-boatman sp – Notonecta sp.
• Water Cricket - Velia caprai
• Harlequin Ladybird – Harmonia axyridis

Butterflies/moths
• Speckled Wood - Pararge aegeria
• Large White - Pieris brassicae
• Apple Leaf-miner – Lyonetia clerkella 
• Barred Sycamore Pigmy - Stigmella speciosa 
• Common Slender - Gracillaria syringella
• Hawthorn Slender - Parornix anglicella 
• Horse Chestnut Leaf-miner - Cameraria ohridella
• Maple Slender - Caloptilia semifascia 
• Nut-tree Pigmy - Stigmella microtheriella 
• Small Beech Pigmy - Stigmella tityrella 

Spiders and other arachnids
• Garden Spider - Araneus diadematus
• A harvestman - Opilio parietinus
• A Beech Gall mite - Acalitus stenaspis
• A Hawthorn Gall Mite - Phyllocoptes goniothorax
• Lime Nail Gall Mite - Eriophyes tiliae
• Sycamore Felt Gall Mite - Aceria pseudoplatani

Molluscs
• Strawberry Snail - Trochulus striolatus
• White-lipped Snail - Cepaea hortensis
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