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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

1.1 Having received the ecology survey results it is imperative that the 

recommendations of the report are acted upon.  This report contains three 

proposals for consideration 

2.0 PROPOSAL ONE:  COMMEMORATIVE FLORAL BED  

2.1 Sadly in 2020 two members of staff who have been park wardens for several 

years passed away:  Pete Dredge and Fred Davis.  Both gentlemen had 

made a considerable contribution to the loveliness of the park, and were 

instrumental in improving the habits and landscape to place the park in an 

enviable position of being an award-winning green lung in the centre of town.   

2.2 The ecology report that was commissioned in 2020 stated that there were 

insufficient flowering shrubs in the park and recommended that additional 

floral beds are created to plant species that will attract wildlife, namely 

pollinators.   There needs to be diversity of planting to ensure that the insects 

can reach the nectar (further details in the ecology report). 

2.3 Therefore this proposal is to create a new floral bed in the vicinity of the band 

stand, to emphasis this central feature and create a memorial garden to the 

two gentlemen. It has the support of Idverde who have kindly offered the 

donation of £1,000 to the planting scheme.  The proposal is to create a raised 

platform around the band stand (28M circumference) and to a depth of 1.75 

m, and to add climbers at the base of the band stand posts.  A planting 

proposal is at Appendix A.  It will create an aromatic and visually pleasing 

display.   

2.4 At the same time the office was contacted by colleagues of Mr Dredge who 

have raised funds via a just giving page (they have raised £1015) to position a 

memorial bench in Collett Park (in line with the memorial bench policy) and 

the proposal is to position this bench within the display, facing the pond.  

There might also be sufficient funds to also plant a commemorative tree.   

2.5 Mr Davis is credited, with others, into reviving Collett Park into the lovely 

space it is now.  He was also a well-known published historian of Shepton 

Mallet. It would be appropriate to add some memorial to Mr Davis within the 

same flower bed.   

 

 



3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The cost of the bench and groundworks with a plaque to Mr Dredge is 

covered by the crowd funding. The cost of a stand-alone plaque is 

approximately £150.   

3.2 It has been agreed that IdVerde will contribute up to £1000 for the bedding 

plants.  

3.3 The cost to build the bed and the provide the ancillary materials is being 

costed by Idverde and the Town Clerk will be able to provide an update at the 

meeting.   

3.4 There is an underspend in the current expenditure budget due to Covid 

restrictions and needing to wait for the results of the ecology report and this 

scheme, if approved, can be used from the current budget. 

3.5 The Town Clerk requests that financial authority be delegated to allow work to 

be appropriately costed and agreed and ordered and for the work to be 

started as soon as possible, ready for the summer.  That an upper budget of 

£4,000 from the committee budget to be agreed to complete the scheme.   If 

the quote for the work is above this, to call an additional meeting to seek 

authority to proceed.   

4.0 PROPOSAL TWO:  TO CREATE A COPSE IN THE CORNER OF THE 

PARK NEAR ALLEN SAXON DRIVE 

4.1 The Town Clerk has worked with Councillor Kennedy on this proposal.  

4.2 That an area in the corner of the park by Allen Saxon Drive be developed into 

a copse, in line with the recommendation of the ecology report, to identify the 

opportunities to grow the next generation of trees. And that the area is 

eventually enhanced with a walkway through it, that might be bordered by 

hard landscaping, and with the possibility that this be an area that future 

memorials be situated (a map is at item 6.9)    

4.3 There is the opportunity to receive trees via Mendip District Council and the 

Woodland Trust and to work with other agencies that might be willing to 

contribute. However, it is necessary to draw up a proposal to consider the 

cost, the location, the species of trees and the development and maintenance 

of the area going forward.   It might be that the area can be prepared now with 

some trees being planted, leaving space of others in the future.  

5.0 Financial Implications 

5.1 A quote has yet to be received, but the Town Clerk requests delegated 

authority to work on this scheme and to return to the next meeting with a 

costed proposal, but that if the work can be done in a shorter time frame and 

within a budget of £4,000 , to be given delegated authority to proceed, utilising 

the underspend in this year’s budget.  

 



 

6.0 PROPOSAL THREE:  POSITIONING OF STONES TO CREATE A HARD 

LANDSCAPED AREA 

6.1 Recently the Town Council was gifted some historic gate posts from the 

Cannards Grave Road housing development.  The stones are currently being 

stored off site.  However, the proposal is to integrate the stones into a scheme 

within the park, either in the copse, as outlined above, or in some other 

suitable location in the park, based on the advice of the experts (photos at the 

bottom of this report).  

6.2 The ecology report stresses the need to enhance the park with floral beds to 

attract pollinators and to provide colour and structure. These stones offer the 

perfect opportunity to create new wildlife habitats as well as create an area of 

interest, and expand on the heritage and education for visitors.  The stones 

could be used to create buffer zones and define areas that are set aside for a 

wild flower meadow or similar, and might be suitable for people to sit on, or 

children to climb on.  

6.3 Due to the nature of the stones, they will need to be considered in the context 

of safety, and whether any construction needs to be undertaken to make them 

safe.   They also need to be safely manoeuvred into the park, and the ground 

will need to be protected for this.   

7.0 Financial Implications 

This is unknown, but to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to seek costings 

and a landscape plan for this project and to return to the next meeting with a 

proposal.  

8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

8.1 For councillors to consider the above proposals individually.  

8.2 Proposal One: To agree if they wish to develop a rose garden, as per the 

proposal in paragraphs 2.1 to 2.5, 

8.3 If so, The Town Clerk requests that financial authority be delegated to allow 

work to be appropriately costed and agreed and ordered and for the work to 

be started as soon as possible, ready for the summer.  That an upper budget 

of £4,000 from the committee budget to be agreed to complete the scheme.   

If the quote for the work is above this, to call an additional meeting to seek 

authority to proceed.   

8.4 Proposal Two: To agree is they wish to develop a copse in the corner of the 

park as per the proposal in paragraphs 4.1 to 4.3  

8.5 If so, the Town Clerk requests delegated authority to work on this scheme and 

to return to the next meeting with a costed proposal, but that if the work can 

be done in a shorter time frame and within a budget of £4,000, (excluding the 

trees that will be provided by Mendip District Council and Woodland Trust), to 



be given delegated authority to proceed, utilising the underspend in this year’s 

budget. 

8.6 Proposal Three: To agree if the committee wishes to develop some hard 

landscaping using the donated stones as per paragraphs 6.1 to 6.3.  

8.7 If so, to delegate responsibility to the Town Clerk to seek a costed proposal 

from the contractor for consideration at the next meeting.   

 

Attached:  

Appendix A: proposed planting scheme 

Photos of stones  

 

 


