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1.0 Purpose of report 
1.1 For councillors to consider and agree an outline proposal for a tree trail and request for a £2K 

budget from the 'Community Projects' budget.  
 
2.0 Background information 
2.1 From Cllr T Faith: "As a Council, we have a responsibility to ensure that we’re accomplishing 

projects and schemes within the town that help support the mental and physical health and 
wellbeing of the local, and surrounding communities. In order to help us do this, we’ve put 
together our new Town Plan. Section 1, People, and Section 2, Place Making, identify certain 
priority criteria - “encourage and facilitate family based activities”, and “improve connectivity: 
physically and virtual” that we should be aiming to achieve. Ensuring we achieve these things 
couldn’t be more important for our town than during this time of International crisis, where 
every aspect of daily life is affected by the Covid19 Pandemic. I would like for my colleagues to 
consider supporting a proposal to support a “Shepton Tree Trail”, to both help with people 
mental health and wellbeing, and to mark the much anticipated completion of the High St 
resurfacing. It will be a good opportunity to promote what the TC are doing and have done, 
whilst helping people to be mindful of their town, and put their worries to one side, as 
individuals or as part of a family unit, and undertake the Tree Trail". 

 
2.2 The proposal is for the tree trail to be designed by Cllr Faith in consultation with relevant 

partners such as the Somerset Wildlife Trust and The Woodland Trust. The trail would be mapped 
out professionally and produced on to physical leaflets and on the town council's website. There 
would be a number of trees in areas across the town, including Collett Park, with a 'fun fact' 
either about trees in general or that specific tree.  
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3.0 Financial Information 
3.1 A budget of up to £2K is being requested from the 2021-2022 'Community Projects' budget to 

cover the design, print and related costs of producing and promoting the trail.   
 
4.0 Environmental Implications 
4.1 This trail will encourage walking and staying local for leisure and relaxation. It will also highlight 

the importance of nature and trees in particular by providing information about the role the play 
and their benefits to the ecosystem and our wellbeing.  

 
4.2 While the proposal calls for the tree trail to be produced on a physical paper leaflet, numbers will 

be limited to realistic expectations of demand and re-runs requested as needed. Size and 
thickness of the paper will also be considered.  

 
5.0 Town Plan Reference 
5.1 People 

 
Encourage and facilitate 

family based 
activities 

Ensure that there are events for all ages and areas of the community and that 
they are supported and promoted to a wide audience 

  
Facilitate activities across town that encourage people to get involved 
 
Work with community interest groups that bring events and activities to the 

community, to encourage participation  
  
5.2 Placemaking 

Improve Connectivity: Physical 
and Virtual 

 
 

Work towards connecting with everyone in a variety of means, both through 
improved communication and improvement to the physical build 
with the development of cycle paths, footpaths and integrating 
with festivals in the surrounding area  

 
 
6.0 Recommendations 
6.1 For councillors to consider and agree the proposal and request for the £2K budget.  
 
6.2 For councillors to nominate Cllr T Faith as the lead councillor on this project and delegate 

authority to him and the town clerk to sign off on the final product.  
 


