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Town Council Offices,  
1 Park Road,  
Shepton Mallet  
BA4 5BS 
 
t: 01749 343984  
e: info@sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk  
w: www.sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk 

 
 

MINUTES FROM RECREACTION, 
AMENITIES & ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
Held on: Tuesday 19th October at 7.00pm at the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council Offices, 
BA4 5BT 
In Attendance:  Councillors C Inchley, G Kennedy (Chair), G Mayall, M Stadtruckerova and M Harrison (Ex-
Officio) 
Present: Paula Robertson, Assistant Town Clerk (Planning & Amenities), Liz Evans, Responsible Financial 
Officer, Becky Kingston-Wood, Democratic Support Assistant, Councillor M Berkeley 
Public: 3 members of the public were present.  

Richard Jones gave the councillors a verbal progress update on the Strawberry line ahead of the 
meeting 
 
RAE4.1 To receive any apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllrs Hale, Crisfield and Nicklin 
 
RAE4.2 Declaration of interest in matters related to this agenda 
 Cllr Inchley declared an interest as an employee of the potential owners of the statue.  
 
RAE4.3 Chairman’s Announcements 

There were no chairman’s announcements 
 
RAE4.4 To consider and approve the minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee held on 2nd 

February 2021 and Recreation, Amenities and Environment Committee held on 10th August 
2021. 

mailto:info@sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk
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The minutes from the Collett Park Management Committee and Recreation, Amenities and 
Environment Committee meeting were accepted by this committee as a true record and signed 
by the chair. 
 
Resolved that: 
The minutes of the Collett Park Management Committee held on 2nd February 2021 and the 
Recreation, Amenities and Environment Committee held on 10th August 2021 were accepted as a 
true record and signed by the chair. 

 
RAE4.5 Town Environs and Issue with Pigeon Fouling 

Councillors received a written report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Amenities & Planning) on  
the Town Environs.  This report included information obtained from a pest control company on 
the most effective option to alleviate the mess in Town Street caused by pigeons 
sitting/roosting on buildings, i.e. installing spikes. 
 
Councillors were given three options to consider how to proceed with the installation and 
payment of these works: 
 
Option 1 - the Town Council pays 100% of the costs, with landowner permission, for the provision 
of these works; 

 Option 2 - the Town Council works with the landowners and each pay 50% of the costs; 
 Option 3 - landowners should undertake the works themselves and pay 100% of the costs. 

  
After discussion, councillors agreed that they wished to work with landowners and each pay 
50% of the costs.  If the landowners are unwilling to engage with this proposal then the council 
would seek permission and, if granted, would pay for the work. 
 
Councillors were advised that the contractors for the district council were reluctant to use their 
current road sweeping machinery to clean the new surface.   
 
Resolved that: 
The town council will write a letter to the two landlords who own the buildings where pigeons 
sit/roost, causing fouling on the pavements below, and ask for co-operation to install the spikes 
and contribute 50% of the costs. 
 
To put the district council and their contractors in touch with the company who manufacture the 
resin on the market place so they can advise of the best practice to clean without damaging the 
surface.  

 
RAE4.6 Collett Park Operations 

Councillors received a written report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Amenities & Planning) on  
the operations of Collett Park 
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Resolved that: 
Permission was granted for the following events to go ahead: 
Mendip Junior Schools Cross Country to hold an event on 9th November 2021 
Bristol Orienteering Klub to use Collett Park as a base for an event on 29th May 2022 
 

RAE4.7 Requests for additional bins 
Councillors received a written report from Assistant Town Clerk (Amenities & Planning) on  
The quantity and style of new/replacement bins. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to all requests at a cost of no more than: 

a) £3,000 for dog/litter bins and  
b) an initial cost of no more than £199 for a grit bin and approx. 10 bags of salt/grit and 

future costs as detailed in the report. 
 
The replacement bin on Victoria Grove will be replaced, following vandalism. 

 
RAE4.8 Cleaning Babycham Statue update 

Councillors received a written report from the Marketing, Communications and Community 
Engagement Officer with an update on the Cleaning of the Babycham statue. 
 
A discussion was had on the condition of the Babycham statue and a general clean will likely 
damage the statue. A refurbishment of the statue is likely to be needed. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed for the Marketing, Communications and Community Engagement Officer to 
continue to contact Accolade Wines and Showering’s and report at the next meeting of this 
committee.  If an update is received before then a report to be given at a Full Council meeting 
 

RAE4.9 Telephone Kiosk Proposal 
Councillors received a report from the Marketing, Communications and Community Engagement 
Officer on Charlton Road and Commercial Road Telephone Kiosk 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to refurbish the Charlton Road Telephone Kiosk with new signs and repaint 
up to the value of £350.  
Councillors noted the progress of the Commercial Road Kiosk.  
 

RAE4.10 Allotment Updates 
Councillors received a written report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Planning and Amenities) on 
the Allotments 
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Councillors were asked to consider a request from an allotment holder at Whitstone Road to 
have chickens on their plot.  Councillors raised various concerns, but mainly around animal 
welfare.  The site is very open and is used as an unofficial thoroughfare.  There have been spates 
of vandalism on the site and councillors would not want any livestock to be affected by any 
further incidents.  A councillor referred to a recent event on an allotment elsewhere whereby a 
beehive was smashed.  Councillors agreed that livestock would therefore not be allowed to be 
kept on Whitstone Road allotment site. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors noted the report.  
Livestock are not permitted to be kept on Whitstone Road allotment site.  

 
RAE4.11 Copse in Collett Park 

Councillors received a written report from the Assistant Town Clerk, (Planning and Amenities) on 
the proposed copse in Collett Park.  This was for an area of 1575m² to be planted with 105 whips 
obtained from The Woodland Trust.  The cost for planting this scheme would be no more than 
£500. 
 
After the report had been issued with the agenda, a proposal was received from a member of 
the public (Angela Morley), for two phases of planting, in the same vicinity.  For the first phase, 
they would lead a community planting programme, involving a diverse range of park users and 
the wider community; similar to the snowdrop planting programme that they organise 
throughout the town.  The planting scheme would involve more mature trees and the estimated 
cost to the council is in the region of £1,000.  This cost also includes tree stakes, ties and guards.  
Phase two would be considered at a future meeting.   
Officers recommended that this second proposed project should be put forward to Full Council on 23rd 
November 2021 for decision.  Councillors noted this but decided to agree to phase one of the second 
project at this meeting. 
 
It was resolved that the Marketing, Communications and Community Engagement Officer 
(MCCEO) will work with Angela Morley to engage members of the public in this project. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to the second proposal, proposed by a member of the public (Angela  
Morley) for the Queens Green Canopy.  
Communications and Community Engagement Officer (MCCEO) will work with Angela Morley to 
engage members of the public in this project. 
The planting scheme would involve more mature trees and the estimated cost to the council is in 
the region of £1,000.  This cost also includes tree stakes, ties and guards.  Phase two would be 
considered at a future meeting. 
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RAE4.12 Budget Proposal for 2022/2023 
Councillors received a written report from the Responsible Financial Officer with this 
committee’s draft budget for 2022/2023, to be submitted to Full Council for consideration.  
 
It was proposed and agreed to Increase the amount proposed for Ground Care - Collett Park by 
£10,000 
 
Resolved that: 
To Increase the amount proposed for Ground Care - Collett Park by £10,000, up to £50,000. 
 
Councillors agreed to make the proposed budget with the above amendment a 
recommendation to the Policy & Resources committee that this budget Is factored into the 
overall council budget for 2022/2023. 
 

RAE4.13 Financial Update  
Councillors received a written report from the Responsible Financial Officer on this committee's 
expenditure at the end of Month 6. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors noted and agreed with this report.  
 

RAE4.14 To consider the resolution to exclude the public and press in order to consider  
confidential matters in relation the following confidential business 

 
Resolved that: 
Members of the public and Councillors not members of this committee left the meeting room  

 
RAE4.15 Wayfinding signage tender appointment  

Councillors received a written report from the Responsible Financial Officer on the financial 
position of the Recreation, Amenities & Environment Committee at position at Month 4. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to the recommendation that Company A be appointed for the manufacture 
and Installation of the wayfinding signs as per the content of the wayfinding strategy prepared 
by Placemarque. 
Councillors noted that notwithstanding any unforeseen delays, the agreed deadline for 
completion of the scheme Is end of March 2022. 
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Councillors proposed to exclude members of the public due to the Confidential nature of the following 
Item.  
 

Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to exclude member of the public due to the confidential nature of the 
following Item. 

 
RAE4.16 Collett Park Feasibility Study  

a) To approve the re-appointment of the design consultants to provide options for the  
building(s) and play area in Collett Park, following on from the work previously commissioned  
undertaken by the consultant. costs being sought so the committee Is being asked to agree In  
principle subject to costings 
b) If a) Is agreed, to set up a working party, to define a concept development footprint for  
Collett Park, to work with the consultant and report recommendations to full council.  

 
Resolved that: 
Councillors approved the re-appointment of the design consultants to provide options for the 
building(s) and play areas in Collett Park, following on from the work previously commissioned 
and undertaken by the consultant.  Costs being sought so the committee is being asked to agree 
in principle subject to costings. 

 
Councillors agreed, to set up a working party, to define a concept development footprint for  
Collett Park, to work with the consultant and report recommendations to full council. 

 
RAE3.17 Date of next Committee meeting 

The next meeting of the Recreation, Amenities and Environment committee meeting will be held 
on Tuesday 1st February 2022. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.02pm. 

 
 
 
 

 


