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Town Council Offices,  
1 Park Road,  
Shepton Mallet  
BA4 5BS 
 
t: 01749 343984  
e: info@sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk  
w: www.sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk 

 
 

MINUTES FROM RECREATION, 
AMENITIES & ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
Held on: Tuesday 1st February 2022 at 7.00pm at the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council Offices, 
BA4 5BT 
Present:  Councillors D Crisfield, C Inchley, G Kennedy (Chair), G Mayall, J Nicklin, M Stadtruckerova and M 
Harrison (Ex-Officio) 
In Attendance: Paula Robertson, Assistant Town Clerk (Planning & Amenities) & Cllr M Berkeley 
Public: No members of the public were present.  

 
RAE3.1 To receive any apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr McGuire. 
 
RAE3.2 Declaration of interest in matters related to this agenda.  
 None. 
 
RAE3.3 Chairman’s Announcements 

There were no chairman’s announcements 
 
RAE3.4 To consider and approve the minutes of the Recreation, Amenities and Environment 

Committee held on 19th October 2021. 
The minutes from the Recreation, Amenities and Environment Committee meeting were 
accepted by this committee as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 

mailto:info@sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk
http://www.sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk/
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Resolved that: 
The minutes of the Recreation, Amenities and Environment Committee held on 19th October 2021 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

 
RAE3.5 Collett Park Operational update 

Councillors received a written report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Planning & Amenities) on 
updates with matters affecting Collett Park. 
 
Cllr Kennedy expressed his thanks to Cllr Berkeley and Angela Morley for the successful 
community planting of the copse in Collett Park. 
 
Cllr Inchley stated that the costs of any repairs to the walls of the pond during the dredging 
process need to be clarified.  The officer advised that until the water was removed, it would be 
difficult to assess what repairs are necessary.  Cllr Kennedy proposed that works to the pond up 
to a cost of £5,000 should be delegated to officers.  If costs exceed this amount, then the 
decision on the spend needs to come back to committee for agreement.  The office to keep the 
committee updated on the spend. 

 
Resolved that: 
The office can authorise a spend of no more than £5,000 on any repairs to the pond 
walls/surround during the dredging being carried out during February 2022. 

 
RAE3.6 Collett Park feasibility study update 

Councillors received a written report with updates from the Collett Park Feasibility Study 
working party. 
 
Cllr Kennedy advised that it might be possible for the Town Council to apply for a grant from the 
£20million Levelling Up Fund for any works to redevelop Collett Park.  This fund is for spade-
ready schemes which might apply at the time the feasibility study concludes.  To obtain any 
monies from this fund, the Town Council would need to show that there is community support 
for any proposed scheme, both from residents and groups such as the SM Horticultural Society, 
Shepton Walks, etc. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors noted the report. 
 

RAE3.7 Collett Park ecology report proposal 
Councillors received a written report with a proposal from the Shepton Mallet Horticultural 
Society to implement some recommendations resulting from the ecology report commissioned 
for Collett Park. 
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The committee were in agreement with the proposals but, before any of the schemes are 
implemented, communication to the public and other stakeholders (specifically the Drifters Boat 
Club) should happen to inform them as to what/when and why these are important initiatives.  
This can be in face to face meetings, via the Chairs weekly column and social media. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to delegate the implementation of the plan to the office and Cllr Berkeley/SM 
Horticultural Society, after communicating with the public and other stakeholders. 

 
RAE3.8 Bunting, banners and pennants for 2022 

Councillors to agree for the bunting, pennants and banners to be erected on High street, Town 
Street and the Market Place in 2022. 

 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed that the bunting, pennants and banners should be installed to cover the 
period from the 1st May 2022 to 31st August 2022. 
 

RAE3.9 Town environs update 
Councillors received a report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Planning & Amenities) with on 
updates with matters affecting the Town Environs. 
 
Cllr Inchley expressed a wish to see a more natural planting regime than traditional bedding 
plants in the beds at: 
 
Opposite the SM fire station; 
Millennium Stone on Commercial Road roundabout; 
Charlton Road traffic lights. 
 
The office to contact the contractors to ask them to suggest any ideas and if councillors had any 
suggestions, for them to be communicated to the office.  Timescales are quite short on this as 
plants will need to be ordered and planting undertaken in order to produce a nice display for the 
summer. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed that the office would contact the contractors for suggestions for the planting 
of these beds. 
 

RAE3.10 Telephone Kiosk 
Councillors received a verbal update on the Telephone kiosks and to agree what the next steps 
are to complete the work.  To allocate councillor volunteers to do the work. 
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Resolved that: 
Councillors noted the update. 

 
RAE3.11 Strawberry Line and Somerset Circle update on multi-use paths (Including bridge report and 

engineering designs)  
a. Verbal report on Windsor Hill track-bed (including viaducts and tunnel) by Cllr Mayall. 

Link to planning application and associated documents:  
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R3W3NLKPM5C00 
 
Cllr Mayall advised that the planning application had been submitted and the consultation 
period had now closed.  The application had received over 100 comments from members 
of the public, the majority of which were in support of the scheme. 
 

b. Verbal report on bridge designs for crossing the A37 and B3136 by Cllr Kennedy. 
APPENDIX A, B & C: Bridge engineering design drawings and map of proposed Strawberry 
Line route leading to B3136 bridge 
APPENDIX D: Low-cost bridge systems introduction 
 
The committee viewed plans of the potential bridges which would be installed over the 
A37 at Kilver Street and over the B3136.  Cllr Kennedy advised that he had received some 
indicative costs for the bridges and associated works: 
 
B3136 bridge - £30,000 for the bridge and £20,000 for works to either side for install; 
A37 bridge - £90,000 for the bridge and £20,000 for works to either side for install. 

 
Resolved that: 
Councillors noted the updates. 

 
RAE3.12 Financial Update  

Councillors received a written report from the Responsible Financial Officer on this committee's 
expenditure at the end of Month 9. 
 
Councillors raised some queries about the report and requested that the RFO updates the 
committee. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors requested an updated report from the RFO.  

 
RAE3.13 Date of next Committee meeting 

The next meeting of the Recreation, Amenities and Environment committee meeting will be held 
on Tuesday 12th April 2022. 

 

https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R3W3NLKPM5C00
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R3W3NLKPM5C00
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RAE4.14 To consider the resolution to exclude the public and press in order to consider  

confidential matters in relation the following confidential business 
No members of the public were present. 

 
RAE4.15 Planning application by SMTC for bridge crossings  

Councillors discussed the proposal to prepare for formal planning applications by SMTC for 
bridge crossings over the A37 and B3136 and adjacent track-beds to join Strawberry Line and 
Somerset Circle MUPs. 
 
Councillors agreed that it would be necessary to contact the relevant landowners to discuss the 
use of their land before any planning application was submitted.  Cllr Harrison, Cllr Mayall and 
Cllr Kennedy agreed that they would be the liaison between the parties. 
 
A consultant had offered their services to assist in the preparation of the planning application.  
Cllr Kennedy proposed that a maximum amount of £2,000 be set for consultancy fees. 
 
Resolved that: 
Councillors agreed to prepare for formal planning applications by SMTC for bridge crossings over 
the A37 and B3136 and adjacent track-beds to join Strawberry Line and Somerset Circle MUPs 
after communication with the relevant landowners. 
 
A maximum of £2,000 is set for consultancy fees. 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.29pm. 

 
 
 
 

 


