
 

Town Council Offices,  
1 Park Road,  
Shepton Mallet  
BA4 5BS 
 
t: 01749 343984  
e: info@sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk  
w: www.sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk 

 

 
Meeting: Full Town Council, Item TC4.9 
Date:  28th September 2021 
Author: Matt Harrison, Chair of Town Council and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Representative  
Subject:  Shepton Mallet Neighbourhood Plan Screening Draft 

 
1.0 Purpose of report 
1.1 To give councillors an update on the progress of the Shepton Mallet Neighbourhood Plan and for 

Councillors to provide feedback to the ‘screening draft’. 
 
2.0 Background information 
2.1 The Shepton Mallet Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has been working towards production 

of a Neighbourhood Plan for some while. They have now reached the stage where a “screening 
draft” has been prepared. What this means in practice, is that the document is ready to be 
submitted to Mendip District Council for them to consult with specific environmental agencies in 
order to consider whether the Plan needs to be supported with a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. 
 

The Town Council, as the responsible body for the Neighbourhood Plan, needs to understand 
and approve the document as it will be submitted in the name of the Town Council. The Town 
Council will already be aware of most of the policies within the plan, as the Steering Group has a 
representative from the Town Council who will have been the liaison between the two bodies.  

The Town Council is therefore being requested to consider whether the Neighbourhood Plan 
Screening Draft: 

2.1 broadly meets the expectations of the Town Council 

2.1.2 whether the Town Council will support the Shepton Mallet Neighbourhood Plan 
Screening Draft and allow it to progress to the next stage of the process 
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2.2 Following the screening the following will happen: 

2.2.1  Any modifications to policies requested by the Town Council will be made (please note 
that this will include a full proof reading and layout of the document) 

2.2.2  The Town Council will be given the appropriate consultant support to submit the 
document to Mendip District Council for screening 

2.2.3  Mendip District Council will consult with the relevant agencies and provide a screening 
report to the Town Council which will include a decision on whether the document 
requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment and / or a Habitats Regulation 
Assessment 

2.2.4  If this is required the consultants (PlanEt) will assist the Town Council in obtaining 
technical support from Locality (the national Neighbourhood Plan grants awarding 
body) to provide this document under the technical support grant offered  

2.2.5  Once completed, the “Regulation 14” document will be prepared for the first formal 
consultation 

2.2.6  Following feedback from this, relevant modifications will be made to prepare the 
submission document and the relevant supporting technical documentation will be 
written: 

2.2.6.1 Basic conditions statement 
2.2.6.2 Consultation statement 
2.2.6.3 Equal opportunities statement 
2.2.6.4 Sustainability statement 

2.2.7 The Town Council will then be supported to submit the Neighbourhood Plan to Mendip 
District Council 

 
2.3 Once submitted Mendip District Council undertake the following: 

2.3.1 Appointment of the independent examiner 
2.3.2 A formal consultation (the same as Regulation 14 but with comments going directly to 

the examiner) 
2.3.3 Examination (including any questions from the examiner to the Town Council) 
2.3.4 Decision – hopefully to proceed to referendum with minor modifications 
2.3.5 Modifications to prepare referendum copy 
2.3.6 Referendum 

 
3.0 Financial Information 
3.1 There is an allocated budget of £10k this financial year to assist the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Group see the Plan through to conclusion. 
 
4.0 Environmental Implications 
4.1 There are no specific environmental implications to this work. 



 
5.0 Town Plan Reference 
5.1  

 
 
6.0 Recommendations 
6.1 To resolve whether the Neighbourhood Plan Screening Draft broadly meets the expectations of 

the Town Council 
6.2 To resolve whether the Town Council will support the Neighbourhood Plan screening draft and 

allow it to progress to the next stage of the process 
 


