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DRAFT ONLY     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Somerset Food Trail will be held from Friday July 15th to Sunday 24th – and we 
would very much like you to take part.  

 

What is it all about? 
The aim is to celebrate the best of locally produced, delicious and sustainable food – and to 
promote the great work being done by Somerset’s farmers, producers, retailers, pubs and 
restaurants. The Food Trail also aims to raise awareness about food and farming, which have 
always been an important part of life in Somerset. Yet today farmers face unprecedented 
challenges, our environment is under enormous pressure and many people cannot afford the 
good food they need. We hope that the Food Trail will give visitors a better understanding of 
how our food is produced – which, in turn, will mean greater support for local food producers. 
 
Participants will include a wide variety of people and organisations involved in local food – 
everything from goat herders, cider makers, pubs and dairy farmers to cheesemakers, 
vineyards, artisan bakers and vegetable growers. We held the first Food Trail in 2018 and 
another in 2019 with many more participants and overwhelmingly positive feedback, but sadly 
our 2020 and 2021 events were cancelled because of Covid. For this Food Trail, we intend to 
double the number of venues taking part and promote it much more heavily.  
 

When will it be held? 
From Friday July 15th to Sunday 24th July. Participants will open their farms, shops, pubs, 
restaurants or premises to visitors at set times during this period, similar to artists taking part 
in Somerset Arts Week. Participating pubs, cafés and restaurants will offer a menu featuring 
locally sourced food. There will also be other activities such as picnics, cream teas, vineyard 
and mill tours and pizza making, as well as cycle tours and walks taking visitors to several sites. 
 

How will it work? 
The ‘Food Trail’ will actually be several trails clustered in around seven or eight areas; eg, 
Wedmore; Wells/Wookey; Glastonbury/Godney; Shepton Mallet; Bruton/Wincanton; Castle 
Cary; Lower Brue Valley; Somerton/ Langport; Draycott/Westbury-sub-Mendip. Each cluster 
will have a coordinator. There is no charge to be part of the Food Trail. You decide when you 
will open during the Food Trail period, and for how long. You may want to organise a special 
event, such as a tour or talk. If you make products, you will want to have them available for 
sale to visitors.  
 
 

 

 

 
An invitation to take part in 

THE SOMERSET FOOD TRAIL  
A week-long celebration of the best, most 

sustainably produced local food.  
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Your coordinator’s details:   

Name: ...................................... Tel: ......... 

Email: …. 
 

Why should I take part? 
This is a chance to promote your business, grow your customer base and sell your products. 
But it’s also a chance to raise the profile of local food and all its benefits – how it influences our 
countryside, boosts our economy and shapes our culture. And how sustainably produced, local 
food can reduce our carbon footprint and help create a better world. Taking part will help us to 
create better-informed conversations about producing food between farmers and the public.  

 

Who are the organisers? 
The Food Trail is organised by a group of community organisations that are passionate about 
local, sustainable food. They include Wells Food Network, Reimagining The Levels, Somerset 
Community Food, Somerset Food Direct, Green Wedmore and Sustainable Wells.  

 

Practicalities 

 

 

What we need from you: 
Please decide: 

 What days/times will you open? We will try to coordinate openings/activities so that 
several venues in an area are open on the same day but without clashing. Last year we 
found that certain opening times were very popular (10am/2pm); staggering them a 
little will enable more people to visit more venues.  

 What you would like to do. You might want to consider offering a tour of your premises. 
You could provide an extra feature or activity if you wish; eg, cream teas, sausage 
making, tasting sessions, milking demonstrations, it’s up to you! 

 Whether to make a small charge: The food trail should be mostly free to participants. 
But if you are organising a special event, you may wish to make a small charge. Eg, last 
year, one vineyard offered free tours but also provided wine tasting and cream teas as 
optional extras at £5 each. They were very popular. 

 Pubs, cafés and restaurants must offer at least some dishes featuring locally sourced 
food during the event. We also expect you to list your food sources on a blackboard or 
specially printed menu. 

 What information you would like us to include about you and your enterprise on the 
website and in the brochure? Your cluster coordinator will need to have this 
information by February 28th.  

 

Other things to consider: 
 Please make sure you have thought through health and safety issues relating to inviting 

the public on to your site and that you have necessary insurances in place for liabilities. 
We will be in touch with you with the latest Covid safety guidelines nearer the time. 

 Let us know about events that have a limited number of places and/or need booking in 
advance. You may have your own online booking system but we also intend to use 
Eventbrite (www.eventbrite.co.uk) and can set up your event on that if you wish.  

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk)/
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What we will do: 
 We will print the Somerset Food Trail Guide and distribute it widely in advance to 

tourist information centres and other outlets. We will also give you copies to pass on to 
your customers.  

 We will update the Somerset Food Trail website – www.somersetfoodtrail.org – with all 
the information visitors need about what is happening and when, as well as a link to a 
downloadable map and brochure. 

o Every venue will be included in the brochure and website, along with details of 
opening times etc, for free.  

o You can also buy a bold listing which has a little more information about your 
business/event for a modest fee of £20. This will appear in the brochure and on 
the website and will contribute to some of the costs of organising the event, 
which will help it to be more sustainable for the longer term. 

 We will generate local media coverage for the trail and advertise in key publications. 

 We will erect signs advertising the Food Trail at key locations in the area. 

 We will supply you with Somerset Food Trail signs for you to erect near your venue.  
PLEASE KEEP THEM SAFE – WE WILL COLLECT THEM AFTERWARDS! 

During the event: 
 Make sure that it is clear to visitors where they are allowed to go – and not go. 

 Make sure, if you have said you will be open on certain days/times, that someone is 
definitely there to greet any visitors! (If there is a last minute crisis, let your cluster 
coordinator know so we can highlight any change on the website.)  

 Think about what you want visitors to know about you and your business. Do you need 
any signs? Brochures?  

 Do you have products to sell that you might want to display prominently? Where else 
can people buy your products? 

 If you have organised a special event (a walk/talk/cream tea/picnic etc) that involves 
being outside that you have a plan B if it rains....  

 Finally, enjoy the event! Hopefully, it should be relaxed, fun and not too stressful!  

One more thing:  
Our aim is for this to become an annual fixture in the Somerset calendar, growing in size and 
numbers every year. To do so, we need to collect information about how many visitors came 
and what they thought about it.  

 We will invite people to fill in an online review, with a foodie prize for someone 
selected at random. Please make sure you display the information we give you about 
the review and prize.  

 Please also collect an estimate of numbers; we will contact you afterwards to find out 
how things went, what worked and what could have been done better. 

 And thank you for taking part!  
 
The Somerset Food Trail team   
 
 www.somersetfoodtrail.org  

 

  

http://www.somersetfoodtrail.org/
http://www.somersetfoodtrail.org/
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Your details – for our records 
 
Name of business/enterprise:  ...................................................................................................... 

 
Contact: ................................................................. Tel: ................................................................. 
 
Email: ....................................................................  Post code ....................................................... 
 
Possible opening days/times?   

 
 Fri  

15 
Sat  
16 

Sun  
17 

Mon  
18 

Tues  
19 

Wed 
20 

Thur 
21 

Fri  
22 

Sat  
23 

Sun  
24 

Morning           

Lunchtime           

Afternoon           

Evening           

 
2. Might you be interested in putting on a special event? If so, what? 
 
...................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

...................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

 

Your details – for you to keep 
 
Somerset Food Trail – possible opening days/times?   
 

 Fri  
15 

Sat  
16 

Sun  
17 

Mon  
18 

Tues  
19 

Wed 
20 

Thur 
21 

Fri  
22 

Sat  
23 

Sun  
24 

Morning           

Lunchtime           

Afternoon           

Evening           

 

 
2. Might you be interested in putting on a special event? If so, what? 
 
...................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

..................................................................................................................................................................... 

Your coordinator’s details:   

Name: ....................................................................... Tel: ......................................................... 


