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1.0 Purpose of report 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Councillors on proposals for events in Summer of 2022 in 

Shepton Mallet.  
  

1. HM Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
2. Collett Park Day 
3. Somerset Food Trail 

 
2.0 Background information 
 

Platinum Jubilee 
 
2.1 All tiers of Government are expected to mark the Platinum Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth II in 

June 2022. The May Bank Holiday Weekend will be moved to Thursday 2 June and an additional 
Bank Holiday on Friday 3 June will see a four-day weekend to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee.  

 
2.2 It is proposed that this Council mark this occasion with an event in Collett Park and also 

encourages the Town to organise street parties.  
 
2.3 To mark this occasion itself, the Town Council could organise a Town Picnic in Collett Park and 

screen the 'Platinum Party at the Palace' using a large cinema screen similar to the outdoor 
cinema event held in the summer. If a live showing of this event is not possible or it is being held 
too late, then a Plan B film or feature can be used. The public could both bring their own 
provisions and also purchase a variety of food and drink from stalls at the event.  
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2.4 Nationally, the public are being encouraged to organise street parties as part of 'The Big Jubilee 
Lunch', and it is proposed that the Town Council will further support this by providing 
information and resources to the community via its website to make organising a street party 
easy. This could include but not be limited to: insurance, risk assessments, road closures, 
resources, dish ideas, decoration ideas and how to promote it to your neighbours/community.  

 
2.5 For information, we have been notified by the Mid-Somerset Agricultural Society that they will 

be hosting a beacon lighting event on Thursday June 2nd as part of the nation-wide beacon 
lighting event. The Town Council could actively support the promotion of this event through its 
channels.  

 
 Collett Park Day 
 
2.5 After an enforced break of two years, the people of the town are looking forward to the return 

of Collett Park Day on Saturday June 11th 2022.  
 
2.6 In order to bring the event back in a manageable way whilst also putting on an enjoyable day, a 

variety of things are proposed.  
 
2.7 Firstly, that the event be called Collett Park Day and not Collett Festival. This is to reflect the fact 

that the event will take place over just one day and be a 'fete' in style and ambience. The Town 
Council will work with local businesses and venues in the town in order to supplement the 
evening offer after Collett Park Day has concluded. There will be a large volume of people 
looking for additional events after and the Town Centre is perfectly placed to offer additional 
events for people to go to.   

 
2.8 The event will be free. 
 
2.9 The event will cover a larger footprint of the park with the traditional 'arena' for performances 

surrounded charity / local group stalls as well as food and drink stalls near the two play areas. A 
performances marquee to be erected on the other side of the pond at the top end of the park 
with play activities for children and perhaps an outdoor film screening. Performances in the 
marquee could include comedy, singing, theatre and more.  

 
2.10 The Town Council will work with local groups and organisations who hosted interactive and 

successful 'Summer and Winter Series' events to enhance the offer. Examples could include 
'Woodland Tribe' who allowed children to build their own temporary playground, 'Make the 
Sunshine' who hosted a fun-filled day at St Pauls School with a whole variety of activities and 
performances among more. This would enhance the programme of entertainment on the day 
and will the proposed larger footprint of the event.  

 



2.11 A working party is established to work with officers to work out the detail of the day as well as 
assist with the planning and execution of the event. Proposed Terms of reference are available in 
Appendix A to this report.  

 
 Somerset Food Trail 2022 
 
 2.12 In early November 2021, the MCCEO was approached by the organisers of the Somerset Food 

Trail about a Shepton Mallet 'cluster' for the event.  
 
2.13 The event is scheduled to take place between 15th and 24th July, 2022. The event seeks to: 

"celebrate the best locally produced, healthy, delicious and sustainable food" across Somerset. 
 
2.14 A whole variety of individuals and organisations can take part. Food Trail participants range from 

goat herders, cider makers and dairy farmers to cheesemakers, pubs, vineyards, artisan bakers 
and vegetable growers. Pubs, cafés and restaurants offered a special menu featuring locally 
sourced food during the event.  

 
2.15 A Shepton Mallet 'cluster' as part of the widely promoted food trail can draw visitors to the 

Town and showcase our local produce on a regional scene. It is likely the town could draw in 
visitors from other nearby towns during the event as people seek to work their way around the 
trail or try something new. It is an excellent marketing opportunity for Shepton Mallet. The 
MCCEO knows that Frome and Glastonbury Town Councils are both keen and using officers to 
coordinate their clusters.  

 
2.16  A 'cluster' would not necessarily directly cost the Town Council any money, but it would use paid 

staff resources if the MCCEO were to take on the role of cluster coordinator. In 2018 this role had 
been taken by two local people, but they have indicated that for various reasons they do not 
have the capacity this year to organise the cluster.  

 
2.17 Attached as Appendix B to this report is the "job description" for the role of a cluster coordinator.  
 
2.18 Attached as Appendix C to this report is further information about the trail in the form of a draft 

invitation to participate for establishments.  
 

3.0 Financial Information 
3.1 The Queen's Jubilee Celebrations currently have no allocated budget. It is proposed that a 

budget of up to £3,000 is set aside for the Picnic & Screening event in the Park.  
 
3.2 Collett Park Day has a gross budget of £20,000 which accounts for £6,000 of income. Resulting in 

a net budget of £14,000 for expenditure associated with the event. 
 
3.3 The Somerset Food Trail is not proposed to cost the Council anything other than officer time to 

coordinate the Shepton Mallet Cluster and promote our Town as part of the regional trail.  



4.0 Environmental Implications 
4.1 The environmental impact of these events has been and will be considered in their planning, but 

as significant civic events in the case of the Platinum Jubilee and Collett Park Day it is considered 
acceptable that there be some negative environmental impact. The Town Council will use local 
firms wherever possible. 

4.2 The very ethos of the Somerset Food Trail is sustainability, this event will result in little additional 
environmental impact over and above normal business operation and will promote healthy, local 
produce.  

 
5.0 Town Plan Reference 
 

Priority One: People Details  
Encourage and facilitate 
family based activities 

Ensure that there are events for all ages and areas of the community and 
that they are supported and promoted to a wide audience 
  
Facilitate activities across town that encourage people to get involved 
 
Work with community interest groups that bring events and activities to 
the community, to encourage participation  

Support and promote clubs 
and societies, to encourage 
participation and growth   

Develop strategies to work with and support groups that are 
representative of the community, to encourage participation and to 
combat social deprivation and loneliness.  

 
Priority Two: Place Making Details  
Work with neighbouring 
settlements to effectively 
deliver services 
 

Work with neighbouring settlements to explore the opportunities for 
partnership working, to ensure that developments add community and 
economic value   

Improve Connectivity: Physical 
and Virtual 
 
 

Work towards connecting with everyone in a variety of means, both 
through improved communication and improvement to the physical 
build with the development of cycle paths, footpaths and integrating 
with festivals in the surrounding area  

 
Priority Five: Promotion Details  

Promote and encourage 
Tourism 

Work collaboratively to develop a tourism offering that encourages 
those who live locally to explore and encourages others to visit 

Work with partners in the retail and hospitality industries to ensure that 
the visitor experience is thoughtful and inclusive 



Capitalize on the proximity to 
Glastonbury and other show 
sites 

Be bold in the offering that the town has to those who visit neighbouring 
areas, festivals and show grounds and ensure that collaborative working 
enhances  the opportunity for visitors to make Shepton a destination  

Advance Culture, the Arts, and 
Education 

Capitalise on the rich culture and heritage that the town has to offer and 
advance it through self-promotion to locals and visitors alike  

Engage with and support 
businesses and commerce 

Work with the wide range of local, national and international businesses 
that are based in Shepton, to offer each other opportunities for 
development and growth  

Support the market  and 
events  

Promote the delivery of a wide range of annual, seasonal and regular 
activities that includes the markets, Carnival, Lantern Parade, Snow Drop 
Festival,  Festival of Dogs, Collett Festival and others, that encourages  
local participation and attracts visitors  

 
 
6.0 Recommendations 
6.1 For Councillors to agree to mark HM Queen's Platinum Jubilee with a Picnic in the Park and 

screening event and support the community by promoting the organisation of street parties. 
 
6.2  For Councillors to agree a budget of up to £3,000 for the Picnic and Screening in the Park event. 
 
6.3 For Councillors to agree the outline plan for Collett Park Day 2022 as described in points 2.5 to 

2.11 in this report. 
 
6.4 For Councillors to establish a working party to organise and execute Collett Park Day 2022 based 

on the Terms of Reference provided in Appendix A to this report.  
 
6.5 For Full Council to delegate authority to the Working Party to organise Collett Park Day 2022 in 

conjunction with Council officers using budget 700-4156 (£20,000). 
 
6.6 For Councillors to agree for the MCCEO to become the 'Shepton Mallet Cluster Coordinator' for 

the 2022 Somerset Food Trail. 
 


