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Multi-use Paths 
 
Garfield Kennedy and Chris Inchley arranged a meeting on 9/11/21 of all relevant MDC officers to 
bring together the many strands of opportunities that exist in West Shepton in and near the Playing 
Fields. 
 
It is apparent that transfer of the West Shepton Playing Fields asset to the Town Council is unlikely 
to take place before the District Authority becomes embroiled in the process of becoming part of 
Somerset Council (the new name for the county-wide authority).  This does not rule out a future 
transfer of ownership after the new Unitary takes over but it is far from being straightforward 
handover since various rights have been given to other organisations (like the SM Football Club) 
that complicate the process.  That said, both Chris of us feel that the Town council should 
continue to lobby hard for an asset transfer of the Playing Fields to SMTC. 
 
The main areas under discussion at our meeting with Mendip officers were: 
a. Social housing in the form of low-rise bungalows and flats in the scrubland adjacent to the 
B3136 (West Shepton) – where proposals will be presented to MDC Cabinet and eventually go to 
the Planning Committee. 
b. Future expansion/improvements of leisure facilities at West Shepton including an adventure 
playground. 
c. Preservation of the Strawberry Line trackbed to link Shepton off road all the way to Wells 
and beyond to Cheddar. 
d. Pedestrian/multi-use path bridge across the B3136 using the existing railway bridge 
buttresses. 
 
Costing of a new bridge was raised at the meeting and further calls to Greenways and Sustrans by 
Garfield after the meeting proved that a bridge crossing could be achieved for £100k or less.  Note 
that the B3136/West Shepton road is the only remaining highway that cuts off the direct continuous 
off-road link between Shepton Mallet and Wells. 
 
Also work is continuing on accessing the viaducts and tunnel to Maesbury for a multi-use path 
eventually linking to Radstock, Frome and Bath that may also require a new low cost bridge 
crossing the A37. 
 
Net Zero Toolkit and draft Supplementary Planning Document 
 
A report was presented to Mendip Scrutiny Board on 16th November on the adoption of a “Net 
Zero Toolkit” that gives developers (large and small) guidance on low or no carbon impact for new 
and retrofitted buildings.   
 
This report introduces a draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) providing guidance on the 
interpretation of Local Plan Policy DP7; Design and Amenity of New Development, incorporating 
guidance on energy efficiency, sustainable construction and renewable energy.  
 
It recommends that MDC endorses the Net Zero Carbon Toolkit as technical guidance to help 
developers and homeowners move towards net zero carbon building.  The guide includes sections 
covering new building and retrofitting existing buildings. 
 
This SPD accompanies the Mendip District Local Plan 2006 to 2029: Strategies and Policies 
(LPP1) Policy DP7: Design and Amenity of New Development.  Policy DP7 aims to support high 
quality design which results in useable, durable, adaptable, sustainable and attractive places.  The 
policy acknowledges the role of good design in making places that are attractive to visitors and 
residents, and sustainable in the way they use resources. 
 



The SPD aims to help applicants demonstrate how their proposal responds to the need to ensure 
that resource efficiency, sustainable construction techniques and onsite renewable energy have 
been considered. 


