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LOCAL PLAN Part II 
 
Mendip District Council has passed its Local Plan part 2 in the week leading up to Christmas after 
three years of trying to get it accepted by government.  The Planning Inspector had made some 
changes, not all what we would have wished for (including, bizarrely, removing MDC’s wish to 
protect green spaces), but the need to adopt the plan was essential to ward off speculative 
developers.  In fact, MDC has very recently won an appeal in Chilcompton based upon the Local plan 
part 2 being accepted.   
 
By our agreement of this Plan, this will help to defend against unwanted planning applications on 
the Old Wells Road, because Mendip has now got a much more secure and robust development 
plan.  As Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy and Development Management at Mendip, Garfield 
steered the adoption of LPP2 through its acceptance process against the wishes of some councillors. 
Sadly politics was played by the main opposition party in MDC who tried unsuccessfully to delay the 
implementation of LPP2 which would have left the district wide open to the worst spec builders.   
 
Planning refusal in West Shepton 
 
Mendip has refused the Planning application for 4 houses on and adjacent to the railway 
embankment from the Sidings to Kent Bridge.  MDC recognised the importance of the embankment 
for sustainable travel, local distinctiveness, flooding, transport concerns and concerns for wildlife. 
The Town Council had asked for refusal of this application.  This shows the importance of this council 
(SMTC) in the planning process. 
 
Planning approval at the SHAPE site 
 
There was also a successful outcome to the Multi-User Path (MUP) through the Shape site and under 
Canards Grave Road, joining Millennium Way to the Sidings and eventually across West Shepton and 
all the way to Wells. This has taken years of hard work and progress has been secured after years of 
inaction.  Chris had been instrumental in securing the existing section of Millennium Way next to 
Collett Park some years ago.  To have clearance to join through to The Sidings is an important link in 
our aim to make Shepton a safe green community. 
 
Viaducts and tunnel access for the Somerset Circle MUP 
 
There is another planning application in for the Somerset Circle MUP to the north of Shepton that 
will need our support.  Again its thanks to Gavin Mayall and the Strawberry Line team (and other 
volunteers) that we have made progress with strong support by MDC, delivering on the report 
accepted by MDC Cabinet. 
 
In general, after years of inactivity and empty promises, we are seeing real progress with our 
representatives at Mendip and this Town Council working closely with committed volunteers, to 
make use of the amazing range of infrastructure (the Strawberry Line, our viaducts, tunnels and 
other railway legacy structures) that we have been neglecting for many decades. 
 
Progress on Commercial Road 
 
Garfield, Chris and Edric Hobbs have lobbied actively in Mendip and with land and property owners 
to get action on Commercial Road.  With Deputy MDC CEO, Tracy Aarons, working to resolve 



landowners’ issues, the good news is that the land is at long last (after many years) in one person’s 
ownership.  This local property developer has declared his interest in clearing and developing the 
site of this very prominent eyesore.  We look forward to working with the developer to bring 
forward regeneration of this derelict and dilapidated land. 
 
Library Bird Droppings 
 
We have made representations concerning bird droppings in the High Street.  It remains particularly 
bad around the library and a clear health issue. 
 
MDC Finances and Unitary 
 
The District Council budget remains on course to balance.  However, there is likely to be a £5 rise in 
the Spring, which will be hard to justify as MDC has been forced to earmark £1.2 million (from 
reserves) to set up the continuing Somerset (Unitary) Council - effectively carrying substantial costs 
to shut itself down. 
 
Chris is one of the District Council’s reps on the Scrutiny Board for the transition to the new Unitary 
authority, with the Lib Dem Group not placing their nomination.  It means that an Independent and a 
Conservative will represent MDC, the first meeting is likely to be on 31st January. 
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