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1.0 Purpose of report 
1.0 To scope the Council’s priorities for grant applications 
 
2.0 Background 
2.1  The HR committee has recognised that there is likely to be very significant financial payback by 

employing the services of a professional fundraiser/grant applications person. A budget is 
allocated starting from the beginning of the next financial year (this April). It is known that post 
pandemic there are significant funds available to both statutory public bodies and the social and 
voluntary sectors. Many other town and parish councils have significant success by focusing on 
applying for monies to be spent on their communities without having to increase the tax burden 
on residents. Given Shepton’s very mixed demographics we are in a good position to be eligible 
for grants. 

2.2 Full Council should consider the key priorities of both the ACT and RAE committees to guide any 
future fund-raising activity. Priorities considered by the committees and chair’s of the 
committees are: 

 
2.3.1 ACT committee: 

2.3.1. Grant funding 
2.3.2 Match funding for events 
2.3.3 To identify a building for community use 

 
2.4 RAE committee: 

2.4.1 Collett Park infrastructure development plans (play equipment, Strawberry Line path 
rerouting, spatial layout and architectural design of buildings, EV charging points etc. 
and other recommendations from the Collett Park Feasibility Working Party) 

 2.4.2 More street furniture, especially on Town Street/High Street 
 2.4.3 Ground maintenance equipment in event of future grounds care contract change 
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3.0 Financial Implications 
3.1 There is already a budget for a grants officer so there is no change to financial implications for 

the Council 
 
4.0 Recommendations 
4.1 For councillors to agree a priority list of fund-raising projects but understanding the caveat that 

grants open and close at different times and so a linear priority list cannot always be adhered to 


