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While we are about to enter a strange period in the District Council where work will 
continue for the next year without a change in councillors who will remain in post through 
to Vesting Day in 2023.  Hence Mendip will still provide all the normal services to our 
community.  Meanwhile Somerset County Council will hold elections on May 5th this year for 
110 councillors (2 per original County Ward) who will first act as Somerset County 
Councillors then move to the new Unitary Authority on Vesting Day 2023 when all 4 
Somerset District Councils will cease all statutory duties and responsibilities.  To confuse 
things further, all the parishes and towns (including Shepton) will re-elect all councillors this 
May to serve, unusually, for a 5 year term. 
 
There is a major problem though at the District Council and that is the drain on staff time 
and resource as many individuals are either being transferred to deliver the change to 
Unitary, while others are being asked to cover their existing rôles alongside extra 
transitional responsibilities.  To expect the officers to deal with transfer of assets and other 
understandable wishes of the towns and parishes during this unprecedented demand on 
their services is a big ask.  Also many of these staff face an uncertain future and it is a 
particularly stressful time for many of them. 
 
Despite this, what this means for Mendip is still business as usual with all ongoing projects 
and initiatives continuing up to Vesting Day.  For example, the welcome initiative to build 
truly affordable homes in Shepton will still go ahead and extend beyond the details 
announced in the recent Press Release from Mendip (that was recently covered in the 
Shepton Mallet Journal).   Much of the work to encourage this focus on affordable homes 
for Shepton has been driven by Chris Inchley and myself. It was one of our key promises on 
our original election literature 3 years ago and the first time for decades that council homes 
will be built for local people in Mendip. 
 
Work continues to join up the Strawberry Line and Somerset Circle multi-use paths around 
and through Shepton.  Some issues have been raised by Mendip planners that we are 
working hard to resolve to allow more sections to be opened to the public after the success 
of the path opening next to Charlie Bigham’s Quarry in Dulcote.  Again this was a 
commitment on the part of Edric Hobbs, Chris and myself to get the blocks removed to open 
up the paths and Windsor Hill tunnel for walkers and cyclists.  The involvement and support 
shown by the Town Council to work with Mendip to achieve this has been exemplary. 
 
Chris and I welcome the transfer to a single ownership of the whole of the Commercial Road 
café site in the centre of the town.  Again intervention on the part of Mendip officers 
encouraged by us has managed to achieve at least the beginning of the end of this eyesore 
in our midst. 
 
New Planning Documents have been adopted under my Planning Policy and Development 
Management Portfolio that will make it harder for developers to build unsuitable or 
inappropriate and poorly designed schemes.  Also new planning guidance has been 



accepted that will encourage and even force developers to build better insulated houses 
with greener sustainable design.   
 
The issues to do with phosphates remains an ongoing problem.  This is still creating 
uncertainty in bringing forward some of the social housing sites and increasing pressure for 
speculative development in areas not subject to phosphate mitigation.  National 
Government needs to resolve water quality issues particularly in managing nutrient 
pollution from agriculture and a more rigorous framework is needed to drive investment by 
utility companies in sewage treatment. 
 


