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1.0 Purpose of report 
1.1 For councillors to receive and note a number of updates from the project officer.  
 
2.0 Background information 
2.1 Summer In Shepton 
 Following a decision by this committee to spend the £10K budget previously allocated to the 

People’s Fund on free events and activities for the community, this was successfully 
implemented for July and August 2021. An ongoing programme of events including yoga classes 
in Collett Park, hula hoop workshops, an outdoor cinema event, a skate jam, children’s theatre, 
sculpture workshops and more has been curated for the town. All events are free at the point of 
access and have been promoted across the town and schools.  

 
2.2 Heritage Trail 

Following this committee agreeing to fund the heritage trail project earlier this year, the project 
has been progressed and is on track to be launched by late August. The main board will be 
erected in the Market Place, replacing the current heritage board. It will be used as a prototype 
for the wider town signage project and has been designed by the wayfinding consultants 
working on the scheme.  

 
2.3 Walkers Are Welcome 
 A provisional membership application was submitted to the national Walkers Are Welcome 

organisation for Shepton Mallet. Councillors Lovell and Nicklin are members of the group leading 
the initiative long with local residents. For councillors to note that a budget of up to £500 will be 
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spent from the Tourism budget (800-4223) to support the promotion of the group’s activity in 
line with the Town Council's commitment to promoting the town as a destination for visitors.     

 
2.4 Whitstone School 

The headmaster of Whitstone school has expressed his desire to have a closer relationship with 
the Town Council. In particular, to look at ways that students could become more involved with 
projects and initiatives the Town Council area leading on. The school has many students active 
and keen to engage with sports, the arts and environmental issues. Students would be able to 
assist with activities such as fundraising, surveying and other activities engaging with the 
community. The school would also welcome opportunities to welcome the Town Council to their 
grounds.  

 
3.0 Financial Information 
3.1 A budget of up to £500 from the Tourism budget will be spent on promoting the activity of the 

Walkers Are Welcome group. 
 
4.0 Town Plan Reference 
4.1 People 

Create a directory of 
groups, spaces and 
funding opportunities as 
well as a What’s On 
Guide 

Develop new ways of sharing information, through improving the connections 
between a wide range of community groups as well as sign posting to funding 
opportunities and places to meet 
 
Work collaboratively to create or promote spaces, which includes schools, 
library, community halls and Collett Park, which can be used as hubs for a range 
of cultural, arts, education and volunteering opportunities 
 
Develop a What’s One guide of the activities and events in town 
 

 
4.2 Promotion 

Capitalize on the proximity to 
Glastonbury and other show 
sites 

Be bold in the offering that the town has to those who visit neighbouring 
areas, festivals and show grounds and ensure that collaborative working 
enhances  the opportunity for visitors to make Shepton a destination  

Advance Culture, the Arts, and 
Education 

Capitalise on the rich culture and heritage that the town has to offer and 
advance it through self-promotion to locals and visitors alike  

  
 
5.0 Recommendations 
5.1 For councillors to note the updates in this report.  
 


