
 

CPC6 - 2022 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COLLETT PARK CHARITY, SHEPTON MALLET 

HISTORY AND AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CHARITY 

The beautiful park was gifted to the people of Shepton Mallet, by a local resident, John 
Kyte Collett in 1906.  It is believed that as a boy, playing locally, he was told off for 
playing in the fields that were in private ownership.  It is understood that he vowed to 
ensure that there would be public space in which people could play and enjoy.  Over 
time he purchased several lots of land, and gifted them to the town, and they became 
what is now known as Collett Park.  A charity was established to ensure that the park is 
protected and maintained for the future of the residents on the town.   
 
The charitable objective that binds Shepton Mallet Town Council, as the sole trustee of 
the charity, specifically requires that the Council provides and maintains a recreation 
ground for the benefit of the local inhabitants of Shepton Mallet without distinction of 
political, religious or other opinions, with the object of improving the condition of  life 
for the said inhabitants. The charity has historically relied on Shepton Mallet Town Council 
for an annual grant to allow the park to undergo repair and maintenance. An income is 
now being received in rent from the lease to the Collett Park Café.   
 
In celebration of his life and his gift to the town, an annual event is held on the second 
weekend of June.  The event is managed and supported by the Town Council.   
 
Collett Park continues to be a great source of pride and enjoyment to the community.  
 

MAINTENANCE TO THE PARK INFRASTRUCTURE 

The day to day management of the park by the Town Council office is significant. 
Improvements to the park are hampered to some extent by low level anti-social 
behaviour and acts of vandalism, but this is not unique to Shepton Mallet and the long, 
medium and short term plans continue to progress.   
 
The pond underwent its regular clearance of the detritus that unavoidably collects and 
builds up in the water but this year only 50% of the debris was removed in line with the 
recommendation from the ecology survey undertaken in 2020.  Currently the removed 
debris is kept within the park but the area used is becoming saturated.  It has been 



proposed that the cleaning should be undertaken every two years to give the ground 
time to recover.  The pond will be drained again this autumn to allow works to be carried 
out to the edging and to remove parts of the dead willow on one of the islands. 
 
The disabled toilet has been assessed and upgraded in line with current regulations.  
 
Tree surveys continue to be carried out bi-annually and indicate which trees appear  
healthy and which are in need of remedial works and the latest survey is awaited. 
 
The office continues to liaise with Idverde on a daily basis on the condition of the park 
and the play areas. Bi-monthly meetings with IDV and MDC, as the contract manager, 
form the basis for current and future maintenance needs. 
 
A tender exercise for the design and installation of a new play area has been undertaken 
and Sutcliffe Play have been awarded the contract.  Works are due to be completed by 
the end of March 2023. 
 
The following items have been installed in Collett Park over the last 12 months: 

• Two memorial benches; 
• Four memorial trees 
• 21 Amelanchier trees were planted In a "crown" formation at the eastern end of 

the old football by members of the community.  This "Crown Copse" has been 
registered as part of the Queen's Green Canopy to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee 
of the late Queen Elizabeth II; 

• The Shepton Mallet Snowdrops have also undertaken some community planting 
of snowdrop bulbs. 

GREEN FLAG  

Following hard work by the grounds care team and officers, Collett Park successfully 
retained the award in 2022.  

In order to achieve the status, the park and its managing body must achieve a number 
of objectives that include: 

• Health and Safety 
• A welcoming place 



• Well maintained and clean 
• Environmental management 
• Biodiversity, landscape and heritage 
• Community involvement 
• Marketing and communication management 

 
As per the recommendations in the ecology report commissioned in 2020, further areas 
of grass in Collett Park have been left uncut in order to act as wildlife corridors.   
 

COLLETT PARK DAY  

Collett Park Day successfully returned in 2022 following a two-year gap owing to the 
pandemic.  Across the day approximately 5,000 enjoyed entertainment provided by the 
local community, including bands and local dance and athletic groups. 
 

COMMUNITY USE 

The park continues to be regularly used by a variety of groups, including the Shepton 
Mallet Lantern Parade, Parkrun, Drifters Model Boat Club and Somerset County Council’s 
walkers’ group, and Cross Country running clubs.  
 

Collett Park Cafe has increased its opening hours which provides an improved service to 
the community.   
 

EVENTS  

The Summer Series of events was successfully held once again with a good number of 
events being held in Collett Park. 
 

FUTURE ACTIVITY 

There are further plans to improve the park to be carried out over the coming years 
including improvements to the café and landscaping.  


